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assistance from all Government depart-
ments to maintain such areas of land

undercommecial production, and to this
end I think it behoves the Government to
assist the department to Purchase land
from time to time as it comes onto the
market.

In the south-west of the State there are
small blocks arising from early agricul-
tural subdivisions which are not now eco-
nomic to farm, and if they come onto the
market it is reasonable for the depart-
ment to enter the field to purchase them
against normal competition from private
persons or companies.

Reverting back to the charter of the des-
partmnent under the Act, I think the Gov-
ernment should encourage the department
to maintain or increase areas for forestry
in perpetuity. The department is charged
with preserving the forests in perpetuity
in this State and therefore deserves the
utmost support at all times.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Assembly.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [5.56 pm.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.15 Pm. on Tuesday, the 23rd
November.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.

Thursday, 18th November, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 11.00 am., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Postponement

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson):
Questions will be taken at a later stage
of the sitting.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th Novem-
ber.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the Opposition) [11.07 am.]: As explained
by the Treasurer at the time of its intro-
duction, this Hill Is designed to bring about
equity in regard to superannuation for
members of Parliament. At the moment
we have three female members in Parlia-
ment affected and under the law as it

stands their spouses would not be entitled
to the provisions applicable to the spouses
of male members.

I do rot think there is any necessity for
the Bill to be debated at length. Over the
Years for some reason Parliament has been
regarded as the domain of men, but for-
tunately that situation is changing. I hope
that one day the representation in Parlia-
ment will be on a 50-50 basis with equal
mnbers of men and women members so
that when visitors in the gallery look down
into the Chamber they will not gain the
impression that Parliament is reserved for
males.

I do not know whether this Bill will
encourage more females to enter Parlia-
ment. but I1 certainly hope it does. The
Bill should be supported as should any
other legislation which would encourage
females to enter Parliament and take their
rightful place in the legislative halls.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington) [11.09 am.]:
I rise to record briefly my appreciation of
the fact that the investigation the Prem-
ier Promised to have made into the super-
annuation fund, was, indeed, conducted
and now my spouse will share On an equal
basis with the spouses of other members of
this House who are not of the same sex as
I am.

I believe that in the years to come in
this changing society more women will
work and the men will stay at home to
look after the children. So those people
who think this is an unnecessary provision
may well be proved wrong in the course of
time. I thank the Government for having
implemented this provision, and I would
like to record my husband's gratitude, too.

Question Put and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Hill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Sir Charles Court (Treasurer), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

ACTS AMENDM1ENT (JUDICIAL
SALARIES AND PENSIONS) BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 11th Nov-
ember.

MRt JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of
the Opposition) 1 11.12 am.]: This Hill,
like the last one, is desirable to change
certain features In the determining of
judicial salaries. The changes were
recommended by the Salaries and Allow-
ances Tribunal, and I consider this to be
a wise move.
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The measure also deals with the
matter of pensions when a spouse remar-
ries, and this aspect will be clarified. The
Solicitor-General is to be given allow-
ances similar to those of a puisne judge.
Some years ago we legislated to provide
that the saary of the Solicitor-General
was to be the same as that of a puisne
judge. That was desirable, otherwise the
Solicitor-General would obviously be look-
ing to improve his lot by seeking to be
appointed to the bench. it is just as
important to have a very good Solicitor-
General as It is to have a person of that
calibre on the bench.

Paying the Solicitor-General the
same salary, and providing for him to
have the same allowances as a puisne judge
will be an encouragement to the person
occupying the Position of Solicitor-Gen-
eral. Our judiciary will now be placed
on a similar basis in many regards to
that which applies In the Eastern States.
I see no reason to debate this Bill at
length, and the more expeditiously it can
be dealt with the better. I support the
measure.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) (11.14 a.mj: I take this
opportunity to thank the Leader of the
Opposition for his support of the Bill,
and for the expedition with which we have
been able to deal with this measure, and
the preceding Bill.

I have no desire to prolong the dis-
cussion isacause the summary made by the
Leader of the Opposition is, of course,
accurate. However, I draw the attention
of members to the fact that by means of
this Bill we will do the same as we did
with the Passing of the Parliamentary
Superannuation Act Amendment Bill;
namely, provide for the day when we
will have women judges--which will
inevitably come. The widowers of those
women judges will receive the same
benefits, under the judicial salaries and
pensions system, as do the widows of male
judges at the present time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Sir Charles Court (Treasurer) , and
transmitted to the Council.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 3)

Second Reading
Debate resumned from the 16th Nov-

ember.
MR HARMAN (Maylands) [11.18 a.m.J:

This Government Bill is most intriguing
and also It is rather sinister.

Firstly, what I want to establish is the
reason for the introduction of the legis-
lation. The Government has faled-and
the Minister has failed so far-to indicate
just why it desires to bring about this
change-a very slight change but a change
never the less-which will have many ram-
ifications so far as the system is con-
cerned, inasmuch as persons who do not
wish to join unions can opt out,

The Government also has failed to show
just how this proposed amendment will
improve Industrial relations in Western
Australia. Under the present system a
person-a worker-who is working in an
industry which is covered by an award-
and over which industry a certain union
has the right or the cover granted by the
Industrial Commission, and the award con-
tains a preference clause inserted by the
Industrial Commission stating that the
worker should Join the appropriate union-
is obliged to Join the union. However, if
for some conscientious reason the worker
does not wish to Join the union, he may
approaich the Industrial Registrar and,
according to my information, the In dust-
rial Registrar grants an exemption.

This Bill merely takes away the words
"conscientious objection", so that all that
has- to happen now is that a worker who
does not wish to join a union writes to
the Industrial Registrar and obtains an
exemption, That is what will happen under
the Bill. I challenge the Minister to tell
me and the House, and the public of
Western Australia, just how this will im-
prove industrial relations in this State.

The other intriguing aspect of the Bill
that I cannot understand is how it got
past the party rooms of the coalition par-
ties. The Liberal policy document says--

while standing by principle in the
interests of the public we will also
stand by the principle of unionism.
We believe in unionism and will en-
deavour to assist and encourage
unions with responsible policies to ful-
fil their roles.

I do not know which unions the Govern-
ment believes have responsible policies but
Government members in this House have
often accused certain left-wing militant
unions of doing all sorts of dastardly
things to Western Australia. I do not think
we could include in that category moderate
unions like the Federated Clerks' Union,
the Shop Assistants' Union, and the Liquor
and Allied Industries Union.

Mr Skidmore: And the Mill Employees'
Union.

Mr HARMAN: I do not think they would
be put in that category by the Govern-
ment, so one would feel unions such as
those I have just referred to have respon-
sible policies. There Is no denial from the
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Government side. Therefore, when we look
at the Liberal policy speech we see these
words--

We believe in unionism and will en-
deavour to assist and encourage unions
with responsible policies to fulfil their
roles.

Mr Mensaros: What is your problem?
Mr HARMAN: The Government will al-

low people to opt out of joining unions
which have responsible policies.

Sir Charles Court: They will not want to.
Mr Mensaros: WVe encourage a lot of

other things but we do not make them
compulsory.

Mr HIARMAN: It is not going to con-
cern those unions.

1%1r Mensaros: I do not understand your
logic.

Mr HARMAN: Rarely have the unions
with strong resources used the preference
clause. It is an acknowledged fact that
when one starts on the job in an industry
covered by one of those unions, one joins
the union. The only unions which use the
preference clause to ensure they have
members are those to which I referred.
which I classify as moderate unions, and
I am sure the Government would also Put
them in that category.

Mr Sibson: If unionism is palatable to
the workers there will be no problem.

Mr HARMAN: The honourable member
should concentrate on used cars. I do not
think he knows very much about the
industrial scene.

Mr Laurance: Are you any good at what
you used to do?

Mr HARMAN: I would think there are
employers in Perth who might wish to
say to their employees, "We don't want to
have anything to do with unions. They
are interfering and causing trouble. You
can all seek an exemption and we will pay
your dues and have no more trouble with
the union." Is that what the Government
wants? That could happen under this
legislation, and if it did happen it would
mean those workers had no protection at
all. They would not be members of a
union.

If there were a dispute over wages or
conditions of employment they would have
no protection. They would have no-one to
go to in order to obtain a remedy, other
than a solicitor in St. George's Terrace
to whom they would have to pay a big
fat fee. If those workers who decide not
to contribute to their union, and who are
not members of a union, had a workers'
compensation problem they could hardly
seek advice from the union they have
opted not to join. To whom can they go?
Again, they would have to go to a solicitor
for advice in seeking a remedy.

The advantages of being a member of a
union are that one has not only industrial
protection but also other facilities which
are provided by unions, such as credit
unions, holiday centres, and so on, There-
fore, I cannot see how this legislation will
improve industrial relations in Western
Australia.

Mr Sodernan: If the benefits and ad-
vantages are as obvious as you say, do you
not think the person with common sense
would not opt out anyway? Where is the
problem?

Mr HARMAN: I do not think there will
be very much change.

Mr Sodeman: Then there is no problem,
Mr HARMAN: But the opportunity will

exist for some people to take advantage of
it.

Mr Sodeman: Not on the basis of your
argument.

Mr HARMAN: I agree. I do not think
anyone who works in the Pilbara would be
opting out of his union, because people in
the Pilbara rely on the union movement
to get the protection they need.

Mr Sodeman: When You talk about pro-
tection, what protection do they get when
irresponsible strikes are initiated? Some
are, as you know. Where do they get the
protection then?

Mr HARMAN: What does the honour-
able member mean by "Protection"? If
they are members of a union and they
decide to go on strike, that is their de-
cision, I cannot see what the problem is.

Mr Sodeman: Do you say those decisions
are always made by the majority?

Sir Charles Court: Up to date you have
made a magnificent speech in support of
the Bill.

Mr HARMAN : I do not know why the
Bill is here, That is what I have been
trying to find out, hopefully, by way of
interjection. Everyone except the Minister
for Labour and Industry has been telling
mec what is in the Bill.

Sir Charles Court: The Minister will tell
you in measured tones and with his usual
crisp preciseness.

Mr Skidmore: With the brown bears and
all the rest thrown in.

Mr HARMAN: The point Ilam making is
I cannot see how how this Bill got past
the party rooms. I pointed out that the
Liberal party policy stated the Liberal
Party believed in unionism and in workers
becoming members of unions. Yet mem-
bers of that party allow to come into this
House a Bill which will make it easy for
People not to join unions. To me, that is
a contradiction and I do not know how
those members can live with that contra-
diction. They say on one hand, "We be-
lieve in unionism and the workers joining
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unions", and on the other hand, "You The conference Passed a resolution
don't have to join a union, you can opt
out."

Let us have a look at what the other
coalition party-the National Country
Party-has to say about this matter. In
its policy speech for the 1974 State elec-
tion, this was said under the heading "In-
dustrial Platform" -

Support for union membership.
That was the National Country Party's
policy on the question of preference. So
that party believes in workers becoming
members of unions, but members of the
party allow through the party room a Bill
which says workers do not have to join
unions. Again we have conflict and contra-
diction within their ranks.

The Liberal Party held a conference in
Perth recently, and the following ap-
peared in a Press report with the head-
line "Mandatory unionism 'helps moder-
ates'

Any attempt to stop compulsory
membership of unions would only
benefit the extreme left wing of the
labour movement, the Liberal Party
conference was told in the weekend.

Mr B. Peachey, a former member of
the Democratic Labor Party, said that
the preference-to-unionists clause in
industrial awards helped moderate
unions confront the extreme left wing.

Without it moderate unions would
lose their strength, he said.

Their members would leave but the
big unions, such as the Amalgamated
Metal Workers' Union, would not be
affected.

"If you could pass such legislation
tomorrow you would diminish the
anti-communist forces at the next
ACU congress by 40 per cent," Mr
Peachey said.

He said that the anti-communist
forces had a chance of gaining control
of the ACTU at the next congress.
Many moderate unions in the move-
ment were fighting a battle against
the left-wing elements.

This Is important-
Any move to stop compulsory mem-

bership would also mean that mod-
erate unions would lose substantial
revenue because of their dwindling
numbers.

This was said by a member of the Liberal
Party at the Liberal Party conference.
The motion to which the member was
talking on that occasion was aimed at
urging the Pederal Government to legis-
late to make it illegal for people to be
forced to join associations or to contribute
to political parties against their wishes.
Apparently that motion was not carried
because the Press report continues-

calling on the State and Federal Gov-
ernments to undertake an investiga-
tion by qualified people, including
union representatives, to see how new
and existing laws could be better en-
forced and people's rights better pro-
tected.'

So here we see conflict and contradiction
within the ranks of the Liberal Party and
the Country Party.

Mr Skidmore: They don't even carry out
their conference decisions.

Mr HARMAN: I cannot understand how
this"-Bill was passed in the party room.
Either Liberal Party members were not
aware of what they were doing when the
Bill was presented to them, or there may
have been some other reason, Surely if
members of the Government parties had
any sense of sincerity, any sort of integ-
rity, they could not say that they believe
in unionism and that they want people to
join unions, and then the next minute
say that they do not want people to
join the unions and that those who do not
want to join them can opt out.

Mr Old: Believing in unionism is not
necessarily believing in compulsory
unionism.

Mr HARMAN: Under this legislation
people can opt out of joining a union if
they want to.

Mr Old: That is right.
Mr HARMAN: But the Minister sup-

ports union membership.
Mr Old: That is right.
Mr HARMAN: And he supports the idea

of workers belonging to unions.
Mr Old: If they wish.
Mr HARMAN: The Minister is now say-

Ing he supports the idea of workers belong-
ing to unions if they wish to.

Mr Old: We have not changed our minds
at all.

Mr HARMAN: 'This legislation gives
them the right to opt Out.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is right.
Mr HARMAN: I have been trying to

find out all morning where Government
members stand.

Mr Old: Now you know; you saw the
Bill.

Mr Sodeman: It is part of the basic
freedom of choice. It is good to know
we are in favour of it.

Mr HARMAN: At least I now under-
stand what members on the opposite side
are doing. Government members wish to
provide that people do not have to join
unions if they do not want to, but they
are then saying to the same people, "You
still have to PaY; you have to pay the
same amount Into the Consolidated Re-
venue Fund or to some charitable organisa-
tion which You nominate to the registrar."
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The workers must realise they will not
gain any financial advantage by opting
out: they will still have to pay. However,
what the workers must realise, and what
Government members do not realise, is
that if large numbers of workers decide
to opt out of the unions, the unions will
still have the same overheads: they will
have to pay the same rent and meet all
the same commitments. The result will
be that union membership dues must in-
crease.

Mr Sodeman: No, that is bad manage-
ment. You reduce the administrative
staff so the overheads remain in the same
ratio.

Mr HARMAN: The unions would still
incur the same overheads. Awards must
be checked and all the same work must
be carried out. This will mean an increase
in union dues, and the people who opt
out of the unions will find that they will
have to pay an increased amount of money
to the registrar just to opt out of the
unions. That will not be of much advan-
tage to them.

Mr Sodeman: The member for Swan
says it does not change the situation. It has
always existed on a conscientious basis.

Mr HARMAN: This is a sinister move
on the part of the Government. If tne
Government is re-elected-and that seems
very doubtful now-we could find that it
would Introduce legislation to the effect
that people need not pay at all: they would
have the option either to pay the regis-
trar or not to pay him. That is quite
possible, and this legislation could be the
thin edge of the wedge. If such a situa-
tion arises, I cannot; understand how the
Government believes it would improve in-
dustrial relations in Western Australia.

One of the advantages of being a mem-
ber of a union is the protection that such
membership affords. Not only does a
union member obtain the benefits of
awards negotiated or arbitrated for him-
including such things as saay and wage
rates, overtime rates, conditions of holi-
day pay, sick leave, etc.-but. also he has
an organisation to which he can turn
whenever he has a problem. The person
who does not become a member of a
union must realise that he is virtually on
his own. He has no-one to whom he can
turn to seek assistance or protection.

When introducing this Bill the Minister
did not say whether the staff of the in-
spectorial. section of the Department of
Labour and industry would be increased.
That section deals with the recovery of
wages and it will be necessary to increase
its staff so the people opting out of the
unions will have some avenue of approach.

Let us take one union, the Transport
Workers' Union, which is so often maligned
in this House by members opposite. In
the last 12 months this union has collected
over $50 000 which was underpaid to
workers under their awards. That Is not

a bad effort by a union on behalf of its
workers. Just recently the Shop Assistants'
Union was able to recover $8 000 from one
employer for wages that had been under-
paid to one of its members.

That illustrates some of the many
advantages of having unions and of
belonging to particular unions. At least
workers have that form of protection.

I want to explain to those workers who
feel they wish to opt out of their unions
that they will be doing so at their own
peril. They will be denying themselves
many of the advantages that come from
being a member of a union.

As I pointed out, this legislation will
not really change the system. Workers will
be able to opt out of union membership,
as they have been able to do before, but
now they will be able to do it with a lot
less effort.

The Government has given no reason
for the legislation. A person who has some
conscientious objection to joining a union
can opt out of union membership now, so
I cannot see why It is so necessary to have
this slight change which will take away
the provision that a worker has to explain
his conscientious objections to the Indus-
trial Registrar if he wants to opt out of
union membership.

Now a worker can say, "IJ don't want
to join a union", and that is it. The
Government has said on many occasions
that it would consult with the Trades and
Labor Council on matters relating to in-
dustrial relations. I challenged the Gov-
ernment, the other night to indicate
whether it had consulted the TLC on this
Blill, and the Minister when replying to the
debate on that occasion was horrified at
the thought of even discussing it with the
TLC. He said, "If we had given the TLC
any prior notice of this Bill all hell would
have broken loose." The TLC has had
notice of the Bill since Monday, but no-
thing has happened.

Mr T. H. Jones: It is a fizzog; just a
laugh.

Mr HARMAN: In fact, the Trades and
Labor council thought it was a nonevent.
Others have adopted a "big yawn" ap-
proach to it.

Mr Old: That is what you are doing.
Mr HARMAN: Yet the other night the

Minister was horrified at the thought of
even letting the TLC know about the Bill.
Does not that indicate the lack of con-
fidence this Government has in one of
the major institutions in Western Aus-
tralia-the Trades and Labor Council?

Mr Grayden: We don't have confidence
in it.

Mr HARMAN: The Government would
not even trust the TLC with some advance
notice of the Bill.

Mr Grayden: We consulted the unions,
but not the TLC.
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Mr HIARMAN: The Minister would not
trust the TLC and said that had it been
given notice of the Bill there would have
been all sorts of chaos and strife, Of
course, the individual unions know that
if they have the resources and if they ap-
proach workers in the right way the
workers will join the unions. A few will
always opt out of union membership: I
think about 250 a year do so at the
moment.

It is intriguing to me that this is the
second part of the Government's indus-
trial relations package, and it is a non-
event; nothing will happen. If one wished
really to look into the legislation and
consider some of the ramifications, one
could find it is the thin edge of the wedge;
but, of course, we will have to wait and
see.

I conclude on that note because there
is not much purpose in debating this issue
further. It is a nonevent; it certainly will
not achieve anything of importance in
respect of industrial relations. It will make
It hard for some moderate unions to hold
their membership; certainly perhaps some
will need to reconsider their membership
drives. However, I do not think the Bill
will really upset any of the unions.

For those reasons, and for the reason
that I feel there may be something sinis-
ter in the Bill and that it could represent
the thin edge of the wedge, I would like
to place on record that I oppose the Bill.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [11.44 a.m.]: I
thank the member for Maylands for most
of his comments, and I would agree
entirely with many of them. I will not
speak at length in reply, because I have
already described the Bill in detail. The
advantages of this measure are such that it
Is simply not necessary to talk about them;
they are obvious to everyone. In those cir-
cumstances I content myself with thanking
the member for Maylands for his com-
mernts.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Dleputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr Crane) in the Chair; Mr Grayden
(Minister for Labour and Industry) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 put and passed.
Clause 2: Section 61B amended-
Mr SKIDM ORE: I concur with the

remarks of the member for Maylands, and
I share his concern. I have looked In vain
for some reason for the Introduction of
this Bill. I1 have searched the Act to see
If it can affect the conditions of workers
which have been justly won over many
Years. but I could find nothing of such a
nature that It would cause concern.

I am not completely satisfied, because I
cannot understand why the Government
should introduce an amending Hill when the
Act already allows exemption to be ranted.
The Minister has said he desires to con-
trol the matter of compulsory unionism.
This measure has nothing whatsoever to
do with that. It merely refers to the
Preference clause now inserted by the
commission Into industrial agreements and
awards.

Section 61B of the Act sets out that
"conscientious belief" includes a conscien-
tious belief whether or not the grounds for
the belief are of a religious character, and
whether or not the belief is part of the
doctrine of any religion. Therefore a con-
scientious belief need not be on religious
grounds; it could even be on the grounds
of a doctrinaire of religion.

On that basis many workers seek exemp-
tion and are granted it by the registrar
simply on the grounds that they have a
conscientious belief against union member-
ship. That is the only ground they need
to have.

Therefore, it is a big giggle that we now
find the Government is removing the term
"on the grounds of conscientious belief " to
get away from the connotation that it
means religious belief: because the Act
specifically says It does not necessarily
mean religious belief.

I do not know whether the Government
Is trying to convince people that it is really
mindful of the Problems associated with
industrial disputation, or whether, like an
ostrich, it still has Its head in the sand. I
think the latter is the case.

Mr Sibson: Who are you talking about?
Mr SKIDMORE: I do not know that I

should mention anyone by name. It is
rather strange that someone who Is sup-
posed to have some brains, because he Is
supposed to represent the people of Bun-
bury, should make such a remark. I often
wonder how much representation his people
receive.' I would assume not all the people
In Bunbury want to buy a secondhand
car and, therefore, his contact with the
people would be limited. However, now that
the member for Bunbury has helped me
pad out my remarks I thank him for it.

Mr Sibson: I knew you were battling.
Mr SKIDfMORE: I am not battling. It is

obvious that this Bill is a nonevent and
something we should not worry about.

One aspect of this legislation worries me
greatly. It is not what will be achieved
but the effect it will have on the trade
jnion movement and on the free loaders
in the Industry. When I speak of free
loaders. I refer to those people who feel
they should not make a contribution to the
union but at the same time feel they are
entitled to grab all the benefits gained by
the unions under the various awards.

Mr Stephens; Some do not think that
being forced to strike is actually a benefit.
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Mr SKIDMORE: The honourable mom-
-ber is entitled to express his point of view:
that opinion may be shared by workers,
and they are quite at liberty to make their
-feelings known at any time.

Mr Laurance: Freedom to choose
whether or not they want to work.

Mr SKIDMORE: I am the chairman of
-the Workers' compensation committee of
the TLC. Over the last 12 months. on
behalf of workers It has assisted in the
recovery of some $1.5 million from em-
ployers in workers' compensation claims.
The rules of the committee are that only
unions affiliated with the TLC may be
affiliated with the committee, and only
members of those unions may receive
service.

However, as chairman of that committee,
I have adopted a more rational and fair-
minded approach to this matter and have
ordered that non-unionists should be en-
titled to go into the TLC and seek assis-
tance. in other words, they have a free
service available to them. I do not wish
to, stop this practice but, on the passing
of this legislation, with its inherent Impli-
cation that unions are not looking after
the interests of the workers of this State,
I wil be hard pressed to convince the
committee of management to continue to
allow people who are not members of
unions to receive this service,

The Government should bear in mind
that this legislation will not help the re-
sponsible unions; rather, it will assist the
so-called "militant, left-wing" unions.
That is a remarkable proposition. Right
in the middle of all that will be the
workers' compensation committee of the
TLC which, time and time again, has stood
against the insurance companies and gained
additional workers' compensation benefits
for those people entitled to them.

insurance companies, arguing on behalf
of employers, have endeavoured to per-
suade workers to sign release forms agree-
ing to compensation many thousands of
dollars less than they are entitled to re-
ceive. The records prove this statement.
Of 51 disputed claims taken by the com-
mittee to the registrar and ultimately to
the Workers' Compensation Board, only
two were lost-and those were lost only
on a technicality relating to doctors', evi-
dence. In 49 cases where employers said
the workers were not entitled to compen-
sation, they were directed by the board
to pay compensation. So, here is a com-
mnittee which is prepared to recognise the
Government does not provide adequate
protection to these workers.

The Government should accept its re-
sponsibilities; it should have more inspec-
tors going around examining possible
danger areas on the job. Let us consider
the terrible calamity which occurred at
the Co-operative Bulk Handling grain
terminal at Kwinans. I do not blame the
company; It is only another instance of

the Government's inability lto control this
situation. From a height of some 200
feet down to about 50 feet below ground
level, an overall height of some 250 feet.
there was no system whereby workers
could warn other workers to get out of
the building.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Crane):
Order! The honourabie member is wan-
dering a little from the subject matter of
the clause.

Mr SKIDMORE: No, Mr Deputy Chair-
man, I am referring to the TL.C committee
and the Workers' Compensation Board
and our attitude towards people who are
not members of unions, and I am drawing
a line between the difficulties experienced
by workers and the inability of the Gov-
ernment to accept its responsibilities.

If a fire broke out, the following
procedure would have to be followed: A
worker would have to run down some 200
feet of stairs and tear madly over the
paddock to the foreman's office and say.
"I think there is a fire in such-and-such
a place." They then push a button which
sounds a siren, which nobody working on
the top of the building or in the upper
levels could hear, anyway. These sorts of
things create problems for unions and
their members.

If the Government continues to bring
forward legislation implying that unions
are not accepting their responsibilities to
the community, 1 will continue to adopt
this attitude. My committee is a respon-
sible body; In fact, it accepts more than its
share of responsibilities and has a great
deal of difficulty in coping with all the
work which comes before it. if the Minister
cares to throw around a little of the loot
he says he gets from the trade union
movement, perhaps he could give this
committee $15 000 or $20 000 and so enable
it to continue to assist the free loaders in
Industry. Certainly, the workers cannot
continue to carry the burden of people
who will not pay union dues.

I must oppose the clause on the grounds
that the Government has opted out of Its
responsibilities in this important area of
Industry, and has left the unionists to
foot the bill to keep this worth-while com-
mittee going. The Government should
think again In relation to the unions it
pats on the head as if they were the
responsible ones in the community. Some
of the greatest supporters of the TLC com-
pensation committee are the so-called
"left-wing, militant" unions who, by dint
of the high proportion of fees paid, pro-
vide great support to the committee and to
the principle of workers' compensation.

I refer the Minister now to section 180
of the parent Act which, in essence, deals
with the worker who contracts outside the
terms of the Industrial award applying to
his occupation. Many of these people say,
"I am not going to be controlled by a
union; I want to be free and easy."1 So,
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they go to certain towns and contract to
work at garages for $X, which includes
Saturday and Sunday work for which the
award providas certain penalty rates.
However, at the first sign of trouble, the
first authority these people run to is the
relevant trade union.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Crane):
The honourable member has two minutes
remaining.

Mr SKIDM ORE: They think they are
being smart by refusing to join a union.
and by seeking contracts outside the terms
of the award.

Mr Sibson: This is where the RAC has
done such a good job in protecting people
working in garages.

Mr SKIDMORE: For many years we
have serviced the unionists working in
garages under the terms of the award;
but we cannot help the free loader who
thinks he Is being smart by seeking a
contract outside the award.

What does this section say? It provides
that he will get the benefits of the con-
tract entered into and, on top of that, he
will receive the benefits bestowed upon
workers in the Industry under the Act and
the award. Therefore, if he is employed at
$20 an hour-where the award provides
for only $10 an hour-and he works some
overtime, he will be paid for that overtime
not on the award rate of $10 an hour but
on his contract rate of $20 an hour. So,
members can see that the employer can be
got at by a worker. This section of the Act
Is quite specific in this respect.

I raised that to Illustrate that there are
many facets of industrial law of which
people who introduce Hills should be
aware. They should realise that if they
want to do something about-

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Crane):
Order! The honourable member's time has
expired.

Clause Put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Third Reading
MR GRAYDEN (South Perthi-Minister

for Labour and Industry) [12.01 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Hill be now read a third
time.

MRl SKIDMORE (Swan) [12.02 p~m.] : I
take this opportunity to conclude MY
remarks because I ran out of time at the
Committee stage. I was expounding the
theory that the irresponsibility of the Gov-
ernment is self-evident because under
section 180 of the parent Act It had many
opportunities to send Inspectors into indus-
try to endeavour to prosecute. When one

looks at the dismal history of the inspec-
torate of the Department of Labour and
Industry, whose responsibility it is to pro-
secute for underpayment of wages or
breaches of awards, my understanding Is
that very few prosecutions are taken by
the department. I do not believe the Gov-
ernment Is giving anything but I accept
that It is the Government's point of view
that unionists will receive less opposition
to their opting out of unions.

Blut then the Government quickly
refused to legislate for inspectors to pro-
tect those People; and the Government
should not tell those people to go to the
unions to get assistance. Is the Minister
suggesting that a worker who Is now pay-
ing, in my union, $52 a year in fees will
succour and defend a person who will not
join the union but who then comes along
with regard to a breach of an award or
underpayment of wages and says, "Look
after me"? Of course we will not do so.
We have done so in the past, and I would
say there is a harping attitude on behalf
of the Government.

If the Government adopts the attitude
that it is going to break the strong unions
by forcing their membership to decline,
then It must Provide a service for those
people who place themselves outside the
unions. If it does not do that its hypocrisy
will be evident to all.

I oppose the third reading of this Bill.
The trade union movement generally has
treated the legislation as a bit of a giggle.
I have personally contacted 16 unions and
their attitude is, "I do not know anything
about it and I am not terribly interested
in the affair." That is a summation of their
attitude. My main concern is that the Gov-
ernment does not send to the trade union
movement non-unionists who will not be
serviced. I suggest to the Minister that he
does not do that because they will not in
the future receive the service which previ-
ously was available to them.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth-Minister
for Labour and Industry) [12.05 p.m.]: I
wish to allay the fears of the member for
Swan in respect of the point he has
raised. I1 assure him that if anyone is not
going to be assisted by the trade unions
in respect of underpayment of wages, and
so on, all he has to do is write to the
Department of Labour and Industry and
we will get in touch with the employer on
his behalf and prosecute where necessary.

Mr Skidmore: That is a laugh, You
know your inspectors will not investigate
and take action unless they have a water-
tight case. I have put six cases to them
and they did not do anything about them.

Mr GRAYDEN: Virtually daily we are
receiving complaints of this kind and in-
variably we act on them. We prosecute
where necessary and we will continue to
do so. So I assure the member for Swan
that he need have absolutely no fears on
that point. Hut I emphasise once again
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that we In the Liberal Party-this applies
also to the National Country Party-be-
lieve In responsible unionism. We go out
of our way to encourage this. We believe
this legislation will go a long way to-
wards implementing that polity.

Firstly, it will make unionism infinitely
more attractive to the man in the street
because no longer will there be the threat
of compulsion. We live in a democracy.
People do flot want to be told that they
must belong to this organisation or that
organisation. Everybody in this House is
aware of the ILO Convention which stipu-
lates the right of every individual to join
an organisation of his own choice. The
present compulsory clauses-

Mr Skidmore: It is not a compulsory
clause; it is a preference clause.

Mr ORAYDEN: -are contrary to that
MLO Convention, but henceforth in West-
ern Australia that position will no longer
apply. Throughout Western Australia
people can either belong to a union or not
belong to a union. It is as simple as that.
The legislation will make unionism in-
finitely more attractive because unions will
be going out of their way to woo people
into becoming members and to point out
to them the benefits of becoming mem-
bers; and there are tremendous benefits.

We do not expect any rest exodus
from trade unions. We believe trade
unions will make union membership in-
finitely more attractive. We believe unions
will become Immeasurably more respons-
ible.

Mr T. H. Jones: They are responsible
now, and you know it.

Mr GRAYDEN; Ninety-five per cent of
trade unions are precisely in the category
of which th~e member for Collie speaks:
they are responsible in the extreme. But
there are some which could not be de-
scribed as being responsible.

Mr Harman: Which are they?
Mr GRAYDEN: This legislation will

cause them to become much more respons-
ible. Let us consider the Transport
Workers' Union for a start. What will
happen if a member of the Transport
Workers' Union walks up to an owner-
driver and says, "You must belong to our
union"? The transport driver will ob-
viously say, "I would rather pay money to
charity and obtain exemption." What will
happen if the Transport Workers' Union
goes to the commercial travellers and says,
"You are going to go into our union"?
They will simply turn around and say,
"if we are going to be threatened in that
way we would rather pay money to a
charity and obtain exemption." So we
could go on.

Mr T. H. Jones: Do you think that will
happen?

Mr GRAYDEN: We will not have a
situation where people will be going down
to an isolated shop In, say, Esperance with

a couple of shop assistants and saying,
"You must belong to our union": because
under the circumstances they would say,
"You point out the advantages of being in
the union or we shall obtain exemption."

This is a very simple Bill but it has far-
reaching implications. No longer will any-
body in Western Australia be able to say.
"I have to be a member of the union as
a prerequisite to employment." No
longer will there be such a thing as com-
pulsory unionism in Western Australia, It
is a simple amendment to the parent Act
with tremendous implications and I am.
therefore, most pleased that it has re-
ceived the endorsement of this House.

Mr Skidmore: Before you sit down I
want to ask you a specific question and I
think it is a fair one. I understand that
your department can in no way undertake
to look after non-unionists who have
workers' compensation problems. Would
you undertake to look at the question so
that non-unionists with workers' compen-
sation problems, Instead of being fleeced
by having to go to solicitors and waiting
for years and years to seek redress, will be
looked after by your department, because
it is not an award condition?

Mr GRAYDEN: They are not matters
which involve industrial arbitration. If any
query arises it will be possible for the
people concerned to obtain assistance from
the department.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from the 17th Novem-

ber.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington) [12.11 p.m.]:
At the outset of my remarks I would like
to say that I do support the Budget
brought down by this Government, and 1
feel Proud to be associated with a Govern-
ment which has managed to balance the
books for two years in a row.

I also wish to take advantage of the
opportunity afforded to members on this
occasion to canvass matters that are of
importance in their electorates, Today I
choose to speak about meat marketing,
because this subject does concern a great
number of People who are resident In my
electorate. I refer to those who are en-
gaged In the actual production of meat
through to those who are engaged in the
Processing and retailing of meat, and the
many others whose jobs are dependent on
this Industry.

Some people may be surprised that I
have chosen to do this, because they know
that my electorate is Predominantly a
dairying area.
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However, beef is an important sideline
of dairy farms, and the occurrences In the
beef industry in recent times have caused
some distress to dairy farmers as well as
beef farmers.

It may or may not be known to the
members of this House that since I became
a member of Parliament I have urged con-
stantly that farmer organisations should
try to speak with one voice. Farmers In
Western Australia, and indeed I go further
and say throughout Australia, are being
seriously disadvantaged today, because
they find great difficulty in getting
together and making a decision on that
which they want for the benefit of their
industries. Of course, I am not the only
person to think this way, and neither am
I the only person to have spoken this way
before.

I was interested to read in the Weekly
Times of the 3rd November, 1976, a state-
ment by a gentleman named Duncan
Meflonell, who was a Nuffield scholar
and recently returned to Australia after
six months in the United Kingdom. He
comments thus-

The NYU is a highly respected
political lobby and spares no effort
or expense to make its point of view
known to both the Government and
the urban community.

While farmers represent only 3 per
cent of the Population, the Union has
gained substantial support from the
community.

He went on to say-
it was time farmers in Australia

followed the UK's example by burying
their social and economic differences
and providing a solid body of opinion
to the government and to the urban
community.

To illustrate one of the reasons that I
believe farmers in Western Australia have
difficulty in voicing a common opinion, I
would refer members to the referendum
that is being conducted amongst the
members of the Farmers' Union. This
referendum relates to meat marketing.
The members of the Farmers' Union-I
understand they number about 10000 in
Western Australia, though I 'would not
swear to the accuracy of that figure-
have been sent ballot papers.

I think it Is important that people
should know what is contained on the bal-
lot paper that has been sent to the mem-
bers of the Farmers' Union. it is headed
"Ballot Paper". Below that a question is
set out as follows-

What livestock do you normally
carry on an annual basis?

Below this question appear two boxes. In
one the member is asked to designate the
number of cattle be has, and in the other
box he is asked to designate the number
of sheep including lambs that he carries.
Below that again the member is asked-

Do you favour the establishment by
an Act of Parliament of a Cattle and
Sheep Marketing Corporation?

Then there is the usual space to indicate
either a "Yes" or "No" vote.

I believe that this ballot paper is not
the sort of document that should be dis-
tributed to the Producers. It denies the
right of the beef producers to register a
vote in relation to their industry. The
Partners' Union has seen fit to couple
sheep, lamb, and cattle producers to-
gether. It has given the producers no
indication whatsoever as to whether it
will accept a bona j'ide producer of either
one product or another as being a person
who has, let us say, 100 head, 60 head,
or 25 head of cattle, or even of one dairy
cow; neither has the Farmers' Union told
us how many sheep or lambs a producer
needs to have to be classified as a bona
flit sheep producer. It seems to me that
whatever be the result of this referendum,
it will not be a result of which serious
note can be taken by the community in
general.

The annual general conference of the
Farmers' Union in 1969 resolved that all
livestock should be marketed by a grower-
controlled statutory marketing board, and
it would be well known to aUl members of
this House that after that discussion a
referendum wa" conducted and the West-
ern Australian Lamb Marketing Board
came into existence. Why was it that in
1969 the Farmers' Union determined that
all livestock should be marketed by a
grower- controlled statutory marketing
board, and yet the only persons who
were asked their opinions were the lamb
producers?

Indeed, it was seen at that time that
the lamb producers were the only ones
who would benefit from this method of
marketing. Some of the reasons put for-
ward by the Farmers' Union for this res-
olution were that beef producers were not
generally in favour of controlled market-
ing; that lamb production was at that
time generally sold to the domestic mar-
ket; and that mutton was considered to be
a, form of meat production which was
derived from another Prime use of the
animal, and which was surplus to that
prime use.

So, In 1969 it was believed that all meats
could not be considered as being in one
category. However, at the 1975 annual
general conference of the Farmers' umion
it was again resolved that all livestock
should be marketed under a statutory mar-
keting scheme: and it was as a result of
that decision that the present referendum
is being conducted.

Attached to the ballot paper that I have
already described was an Information
sheet. I seek your direction, Mr Speaker,
on this point: Am I permitted to read
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four paragraphs contained in this infor-
mation sheet in order that Hansard may
be able to record those paragraphs ac-
curately?

The SPEAKER: In the circumstances
the honourable member may.

Mrs CRAIG: Thank you Mr Speaker. It
is headed "Meat Marketing Referendum".
Below that the following appears-

Your Ballot Paper Will indicate
whether you are in favour of a change
in the present method of selling
your livestock.
The Meat Section Executive now gives
you the right of declaring Your wish
by SECRET BALLOT.
The Union proposes the establishment
of a STATUTORY CATTLE AND
SHEEP MARKETING CORPORA-
TION.
The proposed Authority is one to be
established by an Act of Parliament.

The information sheet sets out what rep-
resentation the statutory authority will
comprise. It then lists the reasons for this.

I find these reasons very interesting In-
deed. I believe that one of the causes of
complaint by the Farmers' Union at the
moment about the low percentage of bal-
lot papers which have been returned to it
hinges on the reasons spelt out in the
paper.

Eleven reasons are enumerated and the
first is that an authority would-

Provide for a disassociated export-
domestic price.

Quite frankly I had to look at that very
hard for a long time to be able to work
out exactly what it meant; and those peo-
ple involved In the production of meat
would not at first glance understand what
it meant. Of course, it means that it is
intended that a two-tier price scheme be
implemented-one that operates for the
local market and one for the export mar-
ket. There is no indication given as to
how this shall be done; and, indeed, during
the time I was associated with the Hon-
orary Royal Commission in Western Aus-
tralia, one of the questions I asked very
often of people who appeared to give
evidence was where they would see the
weight cut-off point being delineated in
respect of the local market requirement
of beef and the export market requirement
of beef, in the event of a two-tier price
structure being established. I think mem-
bers can all see that it would be very
difficult.

If it Is decided that an animal of 200
kilograms dressed weight should be an
animal acceptable for the local market,
what happens to the producer unlucky
enough to have an animal which happens
to kill out at 210 or 202 kilograms? Also,
the complexities of the marketing of beef

in Western Australia and, indeed, through-
out Australia, are such that very seldom
does all of one carcase find itself going to
one market, There is a big broken meat
trade and very often the forequarters may
be retained for domestic use and the hind-
quarters exported, or vice versa, or the
animal will not be cut into quarters, but
into specific cuts. It is enormously diffi-
cult to stipulate that that price will
operate for that beast when half the beast
may be going to one market and the other
half to another market.

Further to this, with the method we have
had in the past, It has been generally
agreed that the price which has been paid
for larger-type steers which we will call
export steers, has been supported to some
extent by the price it has been possible
to obtain for prime cuts from that export
steer which arrive on the local market,
This has helped to keep prices to con-
sumers down on the local market and also
has enabled producers of export steers to
get a greater price for their product. I
consider that a simple sentence that reads,
"Provide for a disassociated export-domes-
tic price" an extremely brief means of
explaining something as complex as the
position we face, and I do not believe the
majority of producers would quite under-
stand what it was about.

Mr Stephens: They would all have had
an opportunity to attend meetings though
Where it was explained.

Mrs CRAIG: I quite agree, but I will
comne onto that later. I prefer to go through
these reasons in the first Instance and
deal with that matter later. The informa-
Lion paper also stated that such an auth-
crity would-

Establish and maintain a high
standard of control of quality on all
markets.

That sounds very good, and it Is. I am sure
there is not a producer in Western Aus-
tralia today who would not wish that to
occur. It is very easy to state that, but
can anyone tell me how the authority pro-
poses to carry it out? At present the Aus-
tralian Meat Board has the power to vet
the quality of meat which is sold overseas.
It also has the power to cancel the licence
of an exporter who exports meat which is
found to be not within the requirements
of the meat ordered, not of suitable
quality, or something like that. I admit
that the Australian Meat Board has not,
to date, seen fit to cancel any export
licence. However, it does check on com-
plaints received from overseas recipients
of the orders which have been found to be
unsatisfactory.

We are all aware of the fact that the
Australian Meat Board is being restruc-
tured and will have greater powers. One
of the recommendations recently made by
the Honorary Royal Commission In this
State was that a watchdog authority would
also have the power to ensure that the
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quality of mreat which arrived on the
domestic and export markets was of a
suitable standard.

An addendum to that Paragraph is-
This is necessary to ensure future

market continuity.
We take that to mean that because meat
which has not been of an acceptable
standard has been reaching overseas mar-
kets, Australia has been losing the ability
to Put more meat onto that market
because the requisite standard has not
been met. It Is very difficult indeed to find
Proof of this, though I am forced to say
that I do not deny that it may well be a
fact.

The next item on the Information paper
states that the authority will-

Establish schedules of prices in
association with classification by
objective measurement.

It Is well known throughout the industry
today that the Australian Meat Hoard is
presently experimenting with a classifica-
tion scheme. In fact, the experimental
stage has been passed in that the scheme
has been adopted in some abattoirs on a
temporary basis in order that its accuracy
might be assessed and in order that It
might be determined what extra cost will
devolve upon the abattoir and thus, prob-
ably, back on the producer. It is also
Intended to determine the benefits which
classification will have to producers and
the trade generally.

Not very many voices anywhere in Aus-
tralia today would be raised against a
goad classification scheme. Such a scheme
is necessary and it Is something upon
which producers will be able to base the
quality of the meat they Produce in the
future. Also they will have a greater indi-
cation of a genuine price for a specific
item they produce. However. I do not en-
visage that it Is necessary for a stator
authority to implement this because quite
clearly it will be implemented In the very
near future in Western Australia, certainly
In the first instance at export abattoirs.
However, I believe that the demand by
producers for classification will mean that
soon most other abattoirs will have to
implement the scheme too.

It has often been said that market Intel-
ligence is not freely available to producers
and, indeed, it was another recommenda-
tion of the commission that we do some-
thing to Increase marketing intelligence
to Producers.

It would be only fair to say that there
is already a great mass of information
v'vailablc of which very few producers are
tiking advantage. They are not analysing
this intelligence. If they did many of them
would change their operations in order
that they could produce for a market
instead of producing something they hope
the market will want. This latter course
disadvantages them very seriously.

The schedules of prices that are to be
Put out weekly-and they will probably
need to be put out more often than weekly
-would, indeed, assist the producer be-
cause he would be able to ring and find
out what price he could expect per kilo-
gram. He would know at any time what his
return would be for beef which he placed
on the market. In my area this facility is
generally available to producers anyway.
If they wish to sell meat on a weight and
grade basis. they contact any one of four
abattoirs all of which will quote their
prices. The producer then makes a deci-
sian as to whether or not he will sell to
an abattoir on that day. So, the facility is
available to some producers-not all of
them. It will be of greater benefit to the
producers when it Is more generally avail-
able.

The Proposed authority will "provide
free and equal access to all traders to car-
case meats for domestic and export
markets." I presume that means there will
be established a large meat hall in which
carcases will be hung, and to which Per-
sons who wish to procure meat either for
export or for the local market will go to
buy those carcases. I must admit the
terms in the paragraph, as It is cast, are so
broad that I do not know really whether
that is the intent, or whether It means
something else.

The next point is that the authority will
"guarantee to make no effort to restrict
production under the prescribed charter".
That is indeed a roundabout way of saying
that to the best of its ability the authority
will not implement production controls.
However, it is well known that tiny scheme
which includes total acquisition leads
Inevitably to the implementation of pro-
duction controls. That Is simply stating
that the proposed authority will try not
to have to implement production controls,
However, for the authority to be success-
ful, especially when considering a Perish-
able product. it probably will be necessary
to implement controls in order to make
the scheme work.

The proposed authority will "co-ordinate
deliveries to industry Processing facilities
by nomination, if required". That means
that if a producer wishes to market cattle
he will nominate them to go to a specific
sale at a specific abattoir. Indeed, that Is
what is happening with the Lamb Market-
Ing Board today. Selling by weight and
grade-or weight and price would be more
accurate-is being Practised fairly gener-
ally by producers in Western Australia.
We do have, in effect, a nomination system
because a producer can ring an abattoir
and arrange for his beasts to be
slaughtered on a certain day.

The authority will "provide detailed
information on growers' stack slaughter;
for example, weight, grade, etc." It also
will "provide detailed information on
market availability, trends, and price
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movements". I cannot think of any pro-
ducer who Is not able to get details of the
weight of cattle that he has had
slaughtered at an abattoir. I will admit
that those beasts sold by auction may not
be weighed, and the producer may never
know the weight of those beasts nor the
price per kilogram paid for them. How-
ever, it is possible in many cases for a
producer to establish who purchased his
stock, and where the stock will be killed.
The producer is able to see his stock
slaughtered, if he wishes, and he is able
to get details of the actual weight. Few
producers take advantage of that oppor-
tunity; it is not available on a 100 per
cent basis. However, It is more generally
available within the trade than many
people believe.

The proposed authority will "encourage
a more even spread of kill throughout the
years". That is exactly what the Western
Australian Lamb Marketing Board Is at-
tempting to do and has had little success.
It is not very easy to follow that course
because a Premium Price has to be paid to
encourage the production of stock at a
time when the season is difficult. I see
very little hope of a statutory marketing
authority being able to ensure a continual
supply of cattle in optimum condition in
a State such as Western Australia where
the climate and seasonal conditions vary
enormously. Also, such a course would go
against the best interests of those pro-
ducers who see fit to set up an operation
to cater for putting meat on the market
at a time when t.he supply Is less than
usual and, therefore, receiving a premium
price. If those producers are unable to get
a premium price they will not survive.

People have to pay more for beef pro-
duced in an irrigated area, or for beasts
which have been fed with extra grain in
order to get them to the optimum grade.
A State such as Western Australia will
always have a time when cattle in good
condition are in short supply on the local
market. I do not see that any statutory
authority, or any meat marketing auth-
ority of any sort, can change our weather
conditions sufficiently to ensure that meat
will be available at a constant price to the
market all the year round.

The Proposed authority will "encourage
co-ordination of transport with the aim of
mninimising costs and fostering regular
services". That sounds wonderful, but I
do not know of any producer who does
not do exactly that. If I have six cattle to
sell, the first thing I do is ring the carrier
and ask whether he is going past my
property to the saleyard and whether he
has a full load. If he does not have a
full load, I ask him whether he can ac-
commodate my six beasts. It is only com-
mon sense for producers to ensure they do
not incur high transport charges when
getting their stock to the market.

Mr Stephens: Did the honourable mem-
ber hear about the stock which was sent

from Esperance, purchased at Midland.
sent to and slaughtered in Kalgoorlie, and
then the carcases were carted back to
Esperance for sale?

Mrs CRAIG: I do not see how that
situation will ever change. if someone saw
fit to purchase stock in Midland, transport
it to Kalgoorlie, and then to Esperance,
it was probably because stock of that type
was not available at that time. There
would have been a shortage in the trade
for that situation to occur. The recom-
mendation with regard to transport
sounds wonderful, but I cannot see that
the situation will be enormously different
-in fact I believe this is already the case.

The authority will "aim to improve
grower returns with minimal disturbance
to existing trade Practices of retailers and
exporters". All of us would like to see the
producer getting more money for the
stock he produces. There is no argument
there at all. We presume it is meant that
those people who are occupied in process-
ing meat will be allowed to continue to
process those meats and, indeed, they will
have to do so because there will be a need
to handle the cattle which are available so
existing facilities will be used.

I do not know whether that paragraph
is meant to convey that the offal will re-
main the property of the producer or of
the authority. This will mean processors
who are now processing offal will continue
to do so but instead of marketing it
themselves the marketing authority will
market it.

In recent weeks two abattoirs were
asked what costs accrued to them in pro-
cessing offal. It is interesting to note that
one, which had just done a fairly carefully
costed operation, found it cost the con-
cern $114 a tonne; and at the Midland
Junction Abattoir where a similar cost
operation had been conducted the figure
was $130 a tonne. This being so, it would
be expected that Midland. as in the past,
would set the Price for the process, and
one could only see that under a single
marketing authority scheme there would
be a disadvantage to producers and a great
advantage to processors.

The last of the reasons why is-
Encourage accumulation in identi-

fiable grower accounts on a revolving
basis funds to lessen the call of the
Corporation on borrowed money.

It is a very complicated way of saying
there will need to be a certain tax levied
on each beast which is slaughtered in order
that these moneys can be put into a re-
volving fund to build up a fund which will
enable the corporation not to have to
cover high interest rates on large amounts
of money over a long period of time. The
Page finishes with the following, which is
typed in upper case and underlined-

A 'No' vote can only result in the
continuation of the present unaccept-
able system.
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That sheet was sent out to explain to
farmers the scheme that has been put
forward.

I will now take up the point of the
member for Stirling, who said, "Yes,
meetings have been conducted throughout
the State to explain the scheme to farm-
ers and producers generally." I know the
statement he made is perfectly true. I
also know that. unfortunately, of the
members of the Farmers' Union in Western
Australia about 5 per cent are active
members, by which I mean they attend
meetings frequently and are conversant
with what is happening In their union.
So in that respect they are as apathetic as
the other people we have spoken about in
this Chamber in recent times.

In their defence, though, I do say that
because of the financial situation which
exists today in rural industries, producers
-especially those engaged in the produc-
tion of beef-are working longer and
longer hours, they are not any longer able
to employ labour at all, and despite the
fact that they are putting in greater effort
they are getting a lesser return and are
beginning to wonder how long this situa-
tion can prevail.

I come back to the comment of the
member for Stirling that meetings were
conducted to inform People about this
scheme. One meeting was held close to an
area I represent and numerous carloads
of Farmers' Union members went to the
meeting at which the scheme was ex-
plained, but they were not able to make
any comment. The meeting was conducted
in a manner which most of those pro-
ducers found to be very unsatisfactory.

I know it is very difficult, when on~e
wants to get something across to people,
to know the best way in which to do it.
I was not at the meeting but I think it
was fairly faithfully reported to me by
persons who saw fit to come to my omfce
o'nd say they wished they had not bothered
to go to it because they had not been able
to get the information they wanted. I
understand the scheme was outlined to
them by two senior people in the union
and the meeting was then broken up into
discussion groups from which various
points emerged. These points were Put to
the attending executives and answered,
and that was that.
Sitting suspended from 12.45 to 2.15 in.

Mrs CRAIG: Just prior to the luncheon
suspension, I was answering a question ad-
dressed to me by the member for Stirling.
I regret that I have now noticed that the
time available to me is very limited, so
I would like to proceed with a summing up
of my remarks to the House.

M' y summing up is simply this: I regret
very much that an organisation with pro-
ducer representation to the extent enjoyed
by the Farmers' Union has seen fit to can-
vass an opinion of its members in such a

manner. I believe it will Incur a loss of
credibility to this organisation at a time
when it needs to increase the voice it has
for the Producers of Western Australia. I
say this because the Farmers' Union did
not allow for separate enterprises in the
manner in which the ballot forms were
put out, One could suspect that the Far-
mers' Union was hoping the vote of lamb
Producers would ensure a result to the
effect that producers of all meat In West-
ern Australia wanted a statutory meat
marketing authority.

Further, the literature accompanying
the ballot paper was not explanatory. In
fact, to my mind, it was couched In suck
terms that the ordinary producers would
not have a sufficient basis on which to,
make a decision. I am not being deroga-
tory when I use the term "ordinary pro-
ducers", but I am referring simply to those
hardworking men who do not find time
to attend meetings and who have not had
the scheme fully explained to them in the
information circulated.

I do not say that the present situation
in Western Australia in regard to meat
marketing is perfect, and I do not say
that some change is not needed to improve
the financial situation of the producer. I
do say, however, that from the evidence
taken by the commissioners during the
period of the Honorary Royal Commission,
we could not conclude that a statutory
meat marketing authority would be in the
best interests of the producer. Nor could
it be shown that such an authority would
increase the long-term viability of the pro-
ducers, and this is definitely what the pro-
ducers are looking for at the moment.

I note with some interest that the new
policy enunciated by the Labor Party for
the next election indicates that it favours
the statutory marketing of meat, and that
it will do all it can to implement that
policy. I find this rather surprising be-
cause it was not my opinion that Labor
Party members of this Honorary Royal
Commission who heard the evidence and
took part in the drawing up of the con-
clusions felt strongly enough about this
issue to bring down a minority report in
favour of statutory marketing. In fact.
they saw fit to concur with the other
members in regard to such a scheme. Evi-
dence submitted indicated that such a
scheme in Western Australia would not be
of benefit to Producers in either the short
or long term.

I hope, Sir, that farmers will give great
thought to this referendum when casting
their vote. I hope also that if they are
not sure about the issue involved they will
contact their fanner organisation to seek
further explanation about the matter
under consideration.

It can be said that other orderly mar-
keting schemes in this State have been
successful, and I do not disagree with that
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statement at all. However, it must be
borne In mind that when we are discussing
meat we are discussing an entirely differ-
ent commodity altogether. Wheat and
wool are storable commodities. The pro-
duction of market milk and potatoes is
controlled, and this control can be imnple-
mented because the products are produced
for a local market. The amount produced
is that needed for local consumption plus
a slight surplus which is sometimes ex-
ported to the Eastern States and some-
times to other markets. However, in no
way can these two commodities be said to
be dependent on the export market.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mrs CRAIG: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
The Western Australian Lamb Marketing
Board conducts a fairly good operation,
although it has not shown an escalation of
the prices paid to producers. However, this
commodity is marketed as a carcase. The
reason it is so complicated to implement a
similar scheme for the marketing of beef
and sheep meats is that in the main
these meats are not marketed as carcases,
and In Western Australia we are very
largely dependent on the export market
for the disposal of these products.

If we do anything to prevent meat leav-
ing Western Australia at this stage, we will
simply compound the situation of over-
supply. We will not quickly return to the
stage where the domestic market can con-
sume a gr-eater peruentage of Lotal pro-
duction. We must ensure that the surplus
can be sold overseas and I hope sincerely
in the near future the export market will
become more buoyant, embargoes will be
lifted, and a situation will emerge more
favourable to the Producers of meat in
Western Australia.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) [2.22 p.m.]:
This debate affords members the oppor-
tunity to refer to matters within their elec-
torates, and I take the opportunity to
refer to a number of policies which greatly
affect my electorate, the mismanagement
of the Court Government, and the situa-
tion In which the coalmining industry
finds itself at present.

Firstly, I would like to refer to the fact
that in my view Collie is now on the move;
but unfortunately It has been reported In
Collie that the movement and expansion
that is taking place in the coalmining
industry and in the town itself is the result
of L~beral Government policy. I want
completely to disprove that theory.

The former member for Bunbury, who I
understand is to be my opponent at the
next election, together with other Liberal
People in the town, is creating a false im-
pression and not stating the situation
fairly. I want to spell out clearly what
the situation is In the town and in the

Industry, In order to dispel any doubts In
the minds of people regarding what Is the
correct situation.

It is well known that as a result of the
high cost of fuel oil the State Energy
Commission has found it necessary to con-
vert oil-burning stations to coal-fired
stations; and, of course, this has brought
about a revival of the Collie coalfield.
Members would be aware that Collie has
been a town with a fluctuating fortune.
Not so long ago we saw large-scale re-
trenchments In the mining Industry, and
only now are we seeing development oc-
curring. the price of building blocks in-
creasing, and stability returning.

it can be demonstrated clearly that this
is the result of initiative taken in par-
ticular by the Tonkin Labor Government.

I would like to refer briefly to a mem-
ber in another place who currently is
going around making public statements to
the effect that the progress being made in
Colite is the result of the policy of the
Court Government. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. This member is blow-
Ing his bags about the amount of money
the Court Government has spent in Collie.
Let us consider that situation.

It is only now, with the State election
around the corner, that the Government
is paying some little attention to the needs
of Collie. If anyone likes to go to Collie
to look for himself he will see no money
has been spent on the maintenance of
schools, arid the programme since the
Tonkin Government left office has been
small. Yet the member in question is
saying publicly in Collie that the Court
Government has done a very good job
in the town.

Let us make a fair comparison to
ascertain the true position. It is true
that at present the Court Government
has budgeted to spend $70 000 on up-
grading the Fairview School. It also plans
to spend $54 000 on a resource centre at
the Amaroo School. Extensions to the
sewerage system have cost $50 000. In
addition moneys have been set aside for
irrigation works, $213 000 has been set
aside f or the hospital, and $ 100 000 f or the
Wellington weir pumping station.

Of course, there is a great shortage of
building blocks in Collie, and only $50 000
is being spent in that respect compared
with $1 million in Bunbury. I protest at
that. Anyone knowing the situation In
Collie would know building blocks are at
a premium, and even the local shire
council has protested to the Government.
The shire said Bunbury received much
better treatment than Collie in respect of
sewerage extensions, and when the alioca-
tion of $50 000 for building blocks Is com-
Pared with the allocation of $1 million for
Bunbury, we can see the complaint is
justified.
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The member In another place to whom
I have referred mentioned this magnificent
programme of the Court Government in
respect of Collie; but let us now look at
what the Tonkin Government did during
Its three years of office.

Mr Mclver: Does the member con-
cerned have a moustache?

Mr T. H. JONES: Yes, a big one; and
he is a bit overweight-but that is his
problem.

During the term of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment particular attention was paid to
Collie. The Court Government Is to be
criticised for Its policy in respect of the
coalmining industry and in respect of
power generation in this State. If we cast
our minds back to 1905, the Brand Gov-
ernment said the Muja Power station could
not be extended on the ground that there
were insufficient coal reserves at Collie.
As secretary of the union, I pleaded with
the Government to institute a boring
programme, but my pleas fell on deaf ears.

Instead that Government decided to ex-
tend the oil-burning Ewinana power
station against the wishes of unions the
Labor Opposition, people generally in the
south-west, and particularly the people
of Collie. But what happened? The facts
can be clearly shown. When the Tonkin
Labor Government came to power it in-
itiated a boring programme which com-
pletely dispelled any doubts regarding the
reserves of coal on the Collie field. It is
now well known that the geological boring
programme proved there are 390 million
tonnes of extractable coal at Collie. That
was the result of the initiative taken by the
Tonkin Labor Government.

In contrast to that, Mr Nalder, of the
Brand Government, said that Collie would
be finished in 30 years because there would
be no coal left. He said, as a consequence
of that, the Muja power station could not
be extended. As secretary of the appro-
priate union I argued this point and sub-
sequently moved for a Royal Commission
in this House. I wanted a Royal Commis-
sion established to inquire into the policies
of the State Electricity Commission. That
failed; but if anyone cares to read my
sperhb at that time he will see that I have
been proven correct.

in my submission on that occasion I
drew attention to all parts of the world
and studied the policies brought down in
respect of power generation, and in every
instance the policies brought down were
contrary to those Introduced by th,, Lib-
eral Government of Western Australia.

In 1965 the Brand Government said
the Muja power station could not be ex-
tended because we would run out of coal.
It was the Tonkin Government that set
up a boring programme which has now
made possible the extensions to the Muja
power station at Collie. But the State has
paid the penalty.

What is the penalty? Instead of putting
dual-fired boilers into the Kwinana power
station, only an oil-fired system was in-
stalled; and now several units at Kwinana
are being converted to coal at a cost of be-
tween $35 million and $40 million.

I think that is a very low estimate of
the cost, but this is the price the people
of Western Australia are paying for the
blunders and mismanagement by the
State Energy Commission and the Liberal
Government. The proof of this is to be
seen at Collie. I am sure the Minister for
Fuel and Energy cannot deny that the
anticipated costs for the additions to Muja
power station have soared as a result of
the foolishness of the State Energy Com-
mission and the Minister putting back the
Muja extension for 12 months. What has
happened in that direction? When the
Tonkin Labor Government announced the
additions to the Muja power house, the
estimated cost was $87 million. Because
the Court Liberal Government put back
the building programme for 12 months the
estimated cost is $120 million. So the State
will be paying an additional $33 million
because of the mismanagement and the
incompetence of the Minister for Fuel and
Energy. It Is pure incompetence.

The sum of $40 million was wasted by
reconverting the units at Kwinana when
it has been seen around the world that we
should switch back to coal for power gen-
eration. That amount plus the $33 million
because the Government put back the pro-
gramme at Collie for 12 months means
that this Government has wasted $73 mil-
lion of taxpayers' money.

It cannot be said that the Government
was not told. It was told loudly and clearly
by me in 1965 when I was the Secretary of
the Collie Miners' Union. I1 am on record
as saying that it was a lot of rot to say
there was insufficient coal in Collie be-
cause the Liberal Government would do
nothing about proving the reserves. It was
not until the Tonkin Labor Government
came to office that the proving of reserves
was initiated; and only now, as a result
of the initiatives taken by the Tonkin
Labor Government, are we able to make
the additions to the Muja power house. I
hope I have made myself loud and dlear in
respect of that mistake.

Mr May: Very clear anyway! The Min-
Ister should resign.

Mr T. H JONES: This member in an-
other place has said that I have not been
cougratulatinz the Government for what
it has been doing in the town. I have
mentioned that it has spent a few thousand
here and a few thousand there. But let us
compare this with what the Tonkin Labor
Government did in my area d'iring4 its
three years of office. This will tell the
story. I know Government members do not
like it; of course they do not. I would
not like it if I were in their position. But
the facts cannot be disputed. During Its
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three years of office the Tonkin Labor
Government announced extensions to the
Muja Power house costing $87 million. it
introduced long-term contracts, contrary
to the advice given to Parliament by the
Minister for Fuel and Energy, with which
I shall be dealing In a moment. It in-
troduced a comprehensive amendment to
the pensions fund, because pensioners
sometimes had to wait nine months to
get an Increase in their pension when the
social service pension was increased.

We also constructed a high school can-
teen costing $19 000. The Wilson Park
canteen cost $12 630. A new police sta-
tion was built costing $86 000. We upgraded
the Collie courthouse at a cost of $25 000.
We built a new slow learners' school at
a cost of $25 500. We completed additions
to the Collie Hospital costing $1 million.
We built new Mines Department accom-
modation, costing $35 000. Forgetting the
money for Muja, that is a total spending
of $1.203 million by the Tonkin Govern-
ment compared with the miserable effort
of the Court Liberal Government.

This Government might be fooling some
People but I am certain it is not fooling
the electors of Collie. What is the Gov-
ernment doing about housing? Do memn-
hers know that under the State Housing
Commission building programme for the
next 12 months not one State house Is to
be built in the town? Collie is a town which
is starting to move. We will have to treble
our coal production within a short space
of time, yet not one State Housing Com-
mission homne is to be built during the next
12 months.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr T. H. JONES: I am quite capable of

making my own speeches. Members op-
posite should get up and make their
speeches afterwards instead of sitting
down.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Orderi
Mr T. H. JONES: They are very vocal].

I must be hurting them. The knife Is
digging into the wound.

What I want to place on record is the
untruths that have been circulating in
Collie that the movement in Collie Is a
result of action by the Court Government.
What a lot of rot! The people making
these statements should stand condemned
in the eyes of everybody because the state-
ments are completely fabricated and com-
pletely untrue. I know the game of politics
as well as anyone sitting here, but for
goodness sake let us be truthful. I cannot
challenge a member in another place. I
wish I could because I would challenge
him. To go around stating complete un-
truths, as this member did, in my opinion
shows the calibre of the member Involved.

Whilst we are looking at power genera-
tion I want to have a look at the situa-
tion today. In addition to the capital

costs involved In Kwinana and Muja, the
State is still paying more for electricity
than it should be paying, because the
last question I asked in this House shows
that the cost of Power per unit from Kwi-
nana is 1.57c compared with the cost at
Muja which is 0.58c. The consumers are
paying nearly three times more for power
than they should be paying.

In America in the early l960s a power
station was being built to take power
hundreds of miles by wire. This is the
policy that should have been introduced
by the State Energy Commission and the
Liberal Government rather than wasting
the taxpayers' money, as they obviously
have done, in completing and extending
the oil-burning station at Kwinana.

I want to challenge the Minister for
Fuel and Energy-I am glad he Is in the
House-because he deliberately misled the
House in answers he gave in this Chamber.
I feel that my complaint Is fully justified
and that he owes the House an apolozy.
I refer, firstly, to a question asked by the
member for Wellington on Wednesday, the
13th October. 1976, She asked-

Did the Labor Party policy speech of
1971 promise that, if elected, they
would implement long term coal con-
tracts for the Collie coal fields?

The answer was, "Yes". The second ques-
tion asked was--

Was this promise kept?
The answer was, "No". So it Is quite clear
that the answer given by the Minister to
the member for Wellington, who was acting
on behalf of the endorsed Liberal candi-
date for Collie (Mr Williams). was Incor-
rect, because if we turn to a question asked
in this House by the member for Clontarf
on Wednesday, the 20th October, 1976, we
will find what the Minister said.

The member for Clontarf asked-
During the Tonkin administration
were the two operating companies of-
feted longer termi contracts?

And the answer was, "Yes"', He went on
to say-

Tenders for supply of coal as from
the 1st January, 1973 were on the op-
tional basis of periods of three and
five years.
Western Collieries Limited tendered
on the basis of a five year contract and
the Griffin Coal Mining Company
tendered only on the basis of a three
year contract.

'The answer he gave to the member for
Welling-ton was a deliberate lie.

Withdrawal of Word
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon-

curable member to withdraw the word
"lie".

Mr T. H. JONES: I withdraw it, Mr
Speaker.
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Debate Resumed
Mr IT. H. JONES: The Minister gave

the wrong information to the House.
Mr May: He should resign.
Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister told

the member for Wellington that the Labor
Government did not honour its promises
and he told the member for Clontart that
it did. This is not good enough. If a mem-
ber asks a question in this place he should
receive the correct answer. It isa quite
obvious what occurred in this instance.
It was a game of politics, The member
for Wellington Is the agent for the en-
dorsed Liberal candidate for Collie as is
evident in the Collie Mail. In almost
every issue there is a reference to the fact
that the member for Wellington asked cer-
tain questions on behalf of the endorsed
Liberal candidate for Collie who resides
in Eunbury. It is a stunt, and it is as well
that I can clarify this misrepresentation
that occurred.

It would be far better for the member
for Wellington, instead of buying into
coal matters, to look after her own elec-
torate because her constituents are com-
ing to me because they cannot get satis-
faction from her. I suggest she should be
looking after the interests of her own elec-
torate and leaving the coal position, about
which she knows little, to me. Then her
constituents would not find it necessary
to come to Collie to get my services.

Mr Sibson: Can the member for Collie
answer-

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for
Collie will ignore the member for Eunbury.

Mr Sibson: Can you tell me why all the
members on that side are sticking their
sticky fingers into my electorate?

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for Bun-
bury can ask them. I am looking after
my electorate, not his. He should ask
his own questions; I am not his agent.
Whom does he think he is?

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!1
Mr T. H. JONES: If the member for

Bunbury wants to find out, let him get
up and ask the question himself instead
of sitting in his seat making interjections.

Mr Sibson: I have already done It.
Mr May: The member for second-hand

car sales-full of rust,
Mr T. H. JONES: I wish to refer now

to a report of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee concerning Increasing costs of coal
and the effect on generation policies in
Western Australia. This morning The
West Australian contained extracts from
the report and referred to the deferment
of the extension programme at Muja and
the cost to the State. This supported my
views. While it might be true to say that
the cost of Collie coal Is perhaps a little
higher than the cost of coal produced in
the Eastern States-

Mr Laurance: About double.
Mr T. H. JONES: The member for

Gascoyne does not know what he is talk-
ing about. Although the cost is a little
higher we must consider the composition
of the coal. Ours is in the region of 9 500
Btu and the Eastern States coal is around
about 14 000 Btu. However, the Eastern
States coal has a very Uigh as9h content.
The majority of the Eastern States coal
contains 25 per cent ash. Therefore a
quarter of that product is waste. On the
other hand, the Collie coal has only 3 to
4 per cent waste. Admittedly Collie coal
has a higher moisture content, but that
does not affect the use of coal or Its effici-
ency in generation policy. I point this
out because it must be taken into account.
Unfortunately the Public Accounts Com-
mittee overlooked it. I am not criticising
the committee in this regard, but I bell2ve
it is something which surely must be con-
sidered.

Mr Laurance: What difference does it
make?

Mr T. H. JONES: It Is waste product.
and consequently a quarter of the heating
capacity is lost. When the coal is put
into the furnace a quarter of it Is waste
whereas only 3 per cent of the Collie coal
is wasted.

Mr May: They do not get freight con-
cessions either.

Mr Mensaros: The member for Mt.
Hawthorn has a different opinion from
that of the SEC according to the Public
Accounts Committee.

Mr T. H. JONES: That may be so, but
nowhere in the Public Accounts Committee
report is there a reference to the different
qualities of the coal. There is a reference
to the high cost of Collie coal compared
with the cost of the Eastern States coal,
but no reference to the different qualities.

Mr Mensaros: I am talking about the
deferment of the Muja Power station.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister knows
the blunder he made. Why doe he not
admit it? It was the biggest blunder
Western Australia ever made. It goes back
to 1965. The Government mismanaged the
affairs of the SEC.

I am glad the Minister for Police is in
the House. Yesterday he stated that my
leader had shirked his responsibility be-
cause he would not appear on a television
programme dealing with law and order.
I want to refute his statement. I have a
letter here which I want recorded in order
to protect the interests of my leader. It
is from TVW Channel 7, is addressed to
Mir Terry Burke, and reads-

Dear Terry,
on behalf of Channel Seven. I am

orgaising a major program, involving
a panel end selected studio audience,
to discuss the broad subject of law and
order.
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The Minister for Police, Mr
O'Connor, will be one of the panelists
and the Opposition will provide an-
other.

The letter goes on, but it is quite clear
that I was chosen by the party in my
capacity as shadow Minister for Police.
At no time was our leader asked to appear
on the show. The letter I read was the
only correspondence received on the mat-
ter, so the Minister owes my leader an
apology because the letter clearly spells
out that the channel wanted the Opposi-
tion to appoint a spokesman.

Mr May: Was the Premier there?
Mr T. H. JONES: No.
Mr O'Connor: Do you agree he would

have done a much better job than the
representative sent?

Mr T. H. JONES: That question can
be considered on Tuesday because the pro-
gramme will be screened for 1.1 hours then.
From the reports I have received It is
obvious that people consider I did a better
job than the Minister. However, members
can be the judge on T uesday night.

Mr Bertram: What is the name of the
programme?

Mr T. H. JONES: "Law and Order".
Mr Bertram: There is a lot of order in

this Government!
Mr- T. H. JONES: All I want to do is

refute the statement so strongly made by
the Mifnister.

Mr O'Connor: I refuted it.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Minister did?
Mr O'Connor: Yes, yesterday. You should

have seen it Yesterday. It was recorded in
Mansard yesterday.

Mr T. H. JONES: The next point I wish
to raise concerns the level of the coalmine
workers' pension. The Minister has not
given the coalmine workers' union fair
treatment. The union has done everything
asked of It to meet the coal needs of this
State. When the East Perth power sta-
tion reverted to coal and the South
Fremantle power station was converted the
miners worked night shifts and on Satur-
days to meet the State's requirements. The
industrial records reveal that they lost
only three days in 17 years, which demoni-
strates their attitude and responsibility to
the State. The treatment the Pensioners
of Collie and the mining union are receiv-
Ing from the minister for Mines is deplor-
able to say the least.

These are the facts and the unions have
asked me to make a Protest about the
Minister's attitude to the coalfields and
their problems. The Minister has been
to Collie to see Mr Watkins and has said
that his door Is always open if anyone
wants to discuss with him any problem.
The only problem is that the door might
be open, but we cannot get through it.

This is what has happened, and the
Minister cannot argue about it. Members
will know that in the Eastern States coal-
miners retire at 60 and the coalminers'
pension fund covers them until they reach
65 and qualify for social service benefits.
Eastern States determinations have
usually been used by our Coal Industry
Tribunal to cover coalminers in Western
Australia. In the industrial field, Eastern
States determinations in regard to annual
leave, long service leave, margins, and so
on are in most cases used as the yardstick
for determinations at Collie.

The unfortunate situation is that in 1973
the coalmining unions made a deputation
to the Minister and asked him to increase
the pension by $10 a week. We have been
trying ever since then to get an increase
in the level of pension. During this period
the Eastern States miners have had a
$4 increase in December, 1974, and an
increase of $7.50 in August this year,
which was recently ratified and was made
retrospective. So we aire $11.50 a fortnight
behind the pension level received by coal-
miners in the Eastern States.

The miners at Collie have asked me to
protest once again to the Minister. He
said he would not meet a deputation until
the actuary's report had been considered
by the unions and the companies. This
is a new process. I was secretary of the
union for 17 years and when we wante4d
an Increase in pension we would get
around the table and talk it out. The
miners are prepared to increase their con-
tributions; so that they can receive the
same level of pension as their counter-
parts in~ the Eastern States. But unfor-
tunately we cannot get to the Minister,
and in the meantime the coalmine pen-
sioners are being prejudiced.

in view of the excellent record of the
Collie miners, it is time the Minister met
a deputation and made a determination.
The matter has been with him since 1973.
He told me in a letter that the actuary's
report was being considered. That report
wvas made In 1973 and has just been deli-
vered. So in view of the influx of miners
into the town the report would now be out
of date. The Minister owes it to the miners
to do something about this matter.

It is of no use the Minister sayinR to
the Collie Mail, "The door is open." In
this Instance the Minister's undertaking
has not been honoured. The miners have
not taken direct action but I would not
blame them if they did because they have
been waiting for an answer on this matter
since 1973. 1 have here a COPY Of a letter
sent to the Minister by Mr Watkins on
the 26th October, in which he states-

I feel the Unions on the Collie coal-
field have been very to]lerant with you
when you consider that it is some two
years since an approach was made to
you to increase the miners' pension.

They have been very tolerant. They have
not talked about a stoppage and have not
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upset supplies of coal for power genera-
tion. but in view of the fact that repre-
sentation was made to the Minister two
years ago I think it is time they had an
answer. They have been waiting too long,
and this shows the Minister's handling of
the industry. His interest Is very limited.
He has been going down to Collie recently
because there Is an election around the
corner, but It took him two Years to have
a look at the coalmining industry. These
are the unfortunate facts facing the coal-
mining industry at this time.

Mr Sodeman: When did the shadow Min-
isters start going to the Pilbara and show-
ing an interest? That is a bit unfair.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am not the shadow
Minister for Mines and I will not ask the
honourable member to tell mec where to
travel. The Minister for Police will be
in my area on Saturday week, and other
Ministers will visit the area, as is theft
right. If I choose to go to an area, that
is my business.

Mr Sodeman: I am talking about your
timing.

Mr T. H. JONES: I have cleared up any
misunderstanding on that statement.

I now want to refer to the conditions at
the Donnybrook District Hospital, which
are very bad to say the least. I was at
a public meeting at Donnybrook last Mon-
day night at which some 150 people were
gathered to consider the erection of pen-
sioner units In the town. During the course
of the meeting, several speakers rose to
their feet and' asked me to raise in the
State Parliament the question of the de-
plorable conditions at the Donnybrook
District Hospital, and I am doing that now
on behalf of the Donnybrook residents.

It is time some money was spent on the
Donnybrook District Hospital. No money
has been spent on it for Years and I hope
the Government will give some attention
to this matter on behalf of the residents
in the town because there Is an urgent
need for some action.

I now refer a matter to the Minister
for Fisheries and Wildlife. It Is a very
serious matter. The interests of marron
fishermen must be protected in Western
Australia, and in an effort to do this the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife sets
up road blocks on the roads coming from
the marroning spots in and around Collie.
They recently stopped one fellow who was
driving a Merecedes Benz and wearing a
good suit, and asked him to go back to
the check spot because they wanted to
see whether he had any marron In the
boot. With his good suit on and driving
a Mercedes Benz car! This is going on
continually.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will members
watch the level of conversation In the
House.

Mr T. H. JONES: I do not mind road
blocks being set up to protect the sport.
but this man, wearing a good suit, had

just come home from the trots in Perth,
and he was driving a Mercedes Benz.
They wanted him to go back to the check
spot because he might have been marron-
Ing In his best suit of clothes! I can
quote numerous instances. I think the
officers should be asked to use more dis-
cretion in stopping people at road blocks.

Mr Blalkie: Did he have any marron?

Mr T. H. JONES: No, he did not. Does
the member for Vasse think most peoule
go out marroning in their best suit of
clothes? Perhaps the society of Eusselton
can afford to do that but certainly not
those in Collie.

Mr Grayden: Some people might think
that is an old trick.

Mr Thompson: I came down here in a
good suit of clothes to catch a prawn.

Mr T. H. JONES: The member for
Kalamunda has been here all the week
but he has not caught much. I do not
know about Prawns.

Sir Charles Court: I hope the honour-
able member realises the irony of what he
has said. It means if you are a Collie
miner in a broken-down old jalopy you
can be arrested but if you are in a Rolls
Royce and wearing a good suit you can
get off scot free.

Mr T. H. JONES: The Premier was not
here when I was giving him a burst on
policy but he is here now. That is a
stupid statement for the Premier to make.
The gentleman involved is well known to
the Premier: he is Mr Richard Palmer.
one of the biggest contractors in this
State. He did not like It. If the Premier
were driving home in his dinner suit at
11 o'clock at night and were asked to stop
to have his car searched, he would not like
it any more than this gentleman did.

Mr Bertram: How do you think the
Minister will get on after Cabinet meet-
ings?

Mr T. H. JONES: I am honest when I
say that Problems and complaints are
coming to me regarding the activities of
these inspectors. I know they have to go
out onto the roads and they do a very
good job to see that the marron industry
is protected. However, I think some of
them are a little over-zealous and it would
be better if they could use a little dis-
cretion and a little diplomacy when these
road blocks are set up.

Mr Sibson: Going back to Mr Richard
Palmer and knowing him as well as You
do, would You agree that if you challenged
him to go marroning at the time of night
you mentioned, and he was in his best suit
at a party, he would accept the challenge?

Mr T. H. JONES: Not as it was on that
occasion, floes that answer the member
for Bunbury?
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I now wish to refer to the Pensioners.
When can the pensioners expect some
relief? We have raised this matter time
and time again while the present Govern-
ment has been in office.

Mr Bertram: An election gimmick is
coming up.

Mr T. H. JONES: I have raised this
matter repeatedly in the House. A com-
mittee was set up by the Government.
The committee heard evidence and de-
liberated, but what has happened to its
determinations and recommendations? It
is time to do something for the pen-
sioners. We all know the situation. The
Pension does not allow these People to
provide themselves with a comfortable
living. Pensioners are having trouble in
meeting increased water rates, licence
fees, and shire rates. It is time some-
thing was done about it. We have been
talking about it for too long. Surely If
Victoria and New South Wales can intro-
duce concessions for pensioners, it is time
we in this State accepted our responsi-
bility and gave pensioners some relief.
I argued this point when I was handling
the recent Hill to increase vehicle licence
fees by 65 per cent.

I have been approached by old-age pen-
sioners In my town. One gentleman uses
his car only twice a week-once to do the
shopping and once to go to church on
Sundays. The pensioners are finding it
increasingly difficult to meet their bills.
This matter has been raised before, and
I am asking through you, Mr Speaker,
wvhen can we expect some action to be
taken to alleviate the problems of pen-
sioners generally?

I notice that the member for Welling-
ton has been asking questions as to
whether consideration has been given to
the crushing of coal at the mine site
rather than at the power house.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr T. H. JONES: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. Of course, this is old hat. The
companies have been considering this for
years, but it is most opportune to ask
these questions for the benefit of the en-
dorsed Liberal candidate for Collie-a
former member for Bunbury.

The member for Wellington has asked
these questions so that they may be re-
ported in the Collie Mail. All of a sudden
It seems the Liberal Party wants to gener-
ate some interest in this matter.

The farmer member for Sunbury is most
active in Collie at the moment, but I
want to ask him this: Where was the
member for Sunbury in 1965 when the
unions opposed the opening of the Kwinana
power station on the round that the
extensions should have been made at

Muja? Where was the voice of the mem-
ber for Bunbury then? That is the ques-
tion the people of Collie are asking.

it is all very well for the former mem-
ber to come to Collie now and say, "Collie
is on the move." The Minister for Fuel
and Energy has visited Collie, and he goes
around patting everybody on the head.
However, the people of Collie want to know
where the member for Bunbury was In
1965 when the Collie Miners' Union was
fighting the extensions to the Kwinana
power station. The decision to open
Ewinana, as I have already mentioned,
cost the State $40 million. What a
blunder!I The former member for Bun-
bury keeps telling everyone that Collie is
on the move. Of course Collie is on the
move.

Mr Bertram: What is his name?
Mr TI. H. JONES: Collie is on the move

because of the good policy which was
implemented by the Tonkin Labor Gov-
ernment. In 1965 this gentleman had a
voice in this House, and although I have
read through the Mansard of the Period,
I cannot find where he supported the
unions or made any reference to the policy
introduced by the Brand Government at
that time.

Mr Bertram: What is his name?
Mr T. H. JONES: The people of Collie

are asking clearly and loudly: Where was
the former member for Sunbury in 1965?
Why was he not as keen then to help Col-
lie as he is today? Unfortunately that
question will remain unanswered.

I will end my remarks on this final note:
the progress now taking place in Collie
and the fact that Collie is on the move are
the result of the wise decisions and the
policy Introduced by the former Tonkin
Labor Government.

MR CRANE (Moore) 13.05 p.m.]: I
would like to take this opportunity to give
my support also to the Budget introduced
this year-the first $1 billion Budget for
Western Australia. I would like also to
reiterate some things I have said before lin
regard to certain areas of my electorate
where I believe we have not been treated
quite as well as we deserve.

I would like to endorse the remarks of
the member for Subiaco when he spoke
recently about the railway system in the
metropolitan area. I believe he gave us
all a good deal of food for thought. He
spoke along lines very similar to those I
had followed Previously concerning the
necessity to upgrade metropolitan rail-
way systems to cater for the expanding
needs of travellers in the metropolitan
area, and to ease the congestion which will
be caused if we continue with the mad
poicy of more busways and more motor-
ways.
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I congratulate him, and I believe he was
right on target when he spoke in this
House. I support all his suggestions on the
way in which the work should be carried
out. The honourable member submitted
that we should employ people who would
otherwise perhaps be receiving social ser-
vice benefits.

I would like to refer specifically to MY
own electorate. Unfortunately I will lose
about half my electorate-approximately
O 000 square miles. It takes up a lot of my
time to service that part of my electorate,
but I know it is in very good order and in
handing it over to the member for Mt.
Marshall I know it will be kept that way.

Mr T. H. Jones: A good friend of the
Country Party!

Mr CRANE: A good deal of my time is
taken up with work in this area, and I
have endeavoured also to become
acquainted with the area which will now
come within the boundaries of the
Moore electorate. I know I am placed in
a unique position in that I am servicing
1+ electorates.

Mr McPharlin: Keep it up!

Mr CRANE: I will keep it up, and I be-
lieve I am making an Impression wherever
I go.

I would like to mention specifically the
Moora Hospital where for some time we
have been seeking better conditions. The
Moora Hospital services a very large area,
and with the opening up of the Brand
Higrhway more accident eases are being
taken to this hospital. It seems that the
better highways we build the more acci-
dents we have. I understand, and I am
quite confident, that the Treasurer will
do something in this regard in the near
future.

Mr Bertram: He has plenty of money.
Mr CRANE: The Treasurer has had

this matter pointed out already by a
deputation I brought to him last week.
He is well aware of the situation, andI
feel confident that he will act upon it.

While speaking of Moora, I would like
to mention the railway station. We were
promised a new railway station in 1972,
but each year we are told it will be built
next year. I wonder just when is "next
year"! We have been very patient, but
I must add, if I were asked to choose be-
tween the two-the hospital or the railway
station-I would say, "Let us have the
hospital now and the railway station
next week." I would be very satisfied with
that!

Another matter I wish to raise Is the
library-resource centre at the Watherco
Primary School. I am very mindful of
the fact that the Minister is coming to
Watheroo with me the week after next
and will look at the situation there, With

an additional teacher coming to the school,
the classroom which is presently being
used as a library-resource centre will have
to be used for teaching purposes. There-
fore, there is nowhere to put the library
but out in the Yard. and unfortunately,
books deteriorate very quickly if they are
left out in the weather! So this is a
pressing problem, and one which I am
sure the Government is prepared to do
something about. It is honouring its
Promises to make conditions better for
country people.

An anomaly exists in the Dandaragan
Shire which has not been brought to
notice very often, and I would like to
bring it to the fore now. Approximately
one third of the shire is gazetted as flora
and fauna reserve as a result of whicb
there is no revenue coming into the shire
from this area. This creates financial
Problems for the shire in that it is still
required to build roads in the area, but
has no revenue coming back to it. I sug-
gest the Government should look at the
desirability of paying rates to local coun-
cils In respect of areas of land gazetted
as reserves, otherwise such councils will
be at a distinct disadvantage in compari-
son with others.

Another problem caused by these large
reserves relates to the provision or other-
wise of school buses. As members know,
there is a requirement for a minimum
number of children before a school bus
is Provided; I think the number now is
11 children. However, in the Dandaragan
Shire there are insufficient families with
children to support a school bus to service
the area adjacent to the reserves, and it
Places at a serious disadvantage the par-
ents of children living in this area.

I believe the Government should look
into this matter. I am not suggesting we
should be a mirror Government and simply
look into everything; I believe we should
take action according to our findings.

Whilst referring to the Dandaragan
area, I should like briefly to mention our
wonderful park near Cervantes, where the
ninth wonder of the world Is situated, I
refer to the Pinnacles, which You Yourself
visited quite recently, Mr Speaker, I
should like some positive action taken to
Preserve the Pinnacles. It has been sug-
gested that the roads should be Improved,
but with the resultant considerable In-
crease of tourists to the area, if we did
not appoint more wardens, a great amount
of vandalism would take place. At present,
the road is so bad that anyone who goes
there in a motorcar usually gets his sunmp
plug knocked out and does not return
and, in that way, the area has a natural
protection.

Tis area is unique: It is one of the
most naturally attractive areas of West-
ern Australia. Therefore, before we dev-
elop the district for tourism, we must first
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draw up a plan to protect the area, ap-
point extra wardens and then make it ac-
cessible for tourists.

I refer now to Ledge Point. I notice that
the Estimates Provide for an amount of
$20 000 for additions to the groyne. I have
been endeavouring to have action taken
in this direction for a couple of years, due
to the problems associated with beach
erosion. While the amount allocated is
welcome, it will not be sufficient to correct
the problem at Ledge Point; however, I
am sure it will draw attention to the need
for further work to protect the investment.

I refer now to the area of Seabird. I
should like to thank the Minister for
Works for at last agreeing to install a
water supply. Ever since I have been a
member, I have received representations
from the people of Seabird, which is a
rock lobster village. It is not intended to
open up this area for ordinary settlement,
but to keep it as a fishing reserve. How-
ever, these people are just as worthy of
receiving a water supply as are others in
more densely Populated areas, and I am
happy to say that the Minister for Works,
after consultation with the Minister for
Town Planning, has agreed to install a
water reticulation scheme for the people
of Seabird. I1 know they are very happy
about this decision. I understand they are
going to get electricity in the near future,
So, great improvements are being effected
along the coastal strip which I have repre-
sented over the last three years. As nobody
else will say it for mer., I will say that I
have represented it very well.

Mr Skidmnore: I believe you have.
Mr CRANE: I thank the honourable

member.
Mr Old: And you will represent it for

the next three years.
Mr CRANE: I think I will represent it

for the next 20 years.
Mr Bertram: We have different views

on that last point!
Mr CRANE: Certain areas of my elec-

torate experience problems with water. I
am happy to say that the line is being ex-
tended from Dalwallinu through to Wubin.
where there are many problems. I have
drawn attention to the need to effect some
Improvements at Wubin, because the
Wubin dam leaks, and I am happy to see
that the scheme Is coming to fruition.

I take some satisfaction from the fact
that I asked the original question in the
House which brought about the scheme of
aid for people in drought areas, and this
scheme also is coming to fruition and is
being extended to help people in that area.

Unfortunately at Buntine where we did
some work in the water catchment area
and the dam, and put the roof back on,
there has been no rain and there will be a
Problem this summer. However, I am sure

the member for Mt.
MePharlin) will ensure
catered for in regard to
water.

Marshall (Mr
they are well
the cartage of

As far as it is possible for anyone to
have a school, the Bindi Bindi School is
my school. All told, I have 32 schools in
my electorate, but this is the one where
I walked 1 000 miles a year for seven years
and, as someone Interjected some years
ago, learnt nothing! The school has never
had any water; there has never been
water in the Bindi Bindi area. I have
asked for the comprehensive water scheme
to be extended to cater for the needs of
these people. I believe they are entitled to
consideration. members will recall we had
our centenary there last year, and I con-
sider 100 years is a long time to wait, and
be patient. There are many other areas in
Western Australia which have not had to
wait so long for their water supply, but we
do not have a supply after 100 years. I be-
lieve I am now entitled to insist the Gov-
ernment seriously considers installing a
water supply for the Bindi Bindi area.

I am very pleased with the progress
made by the SEC in extending electricity
through the rural areas. The other evening
I was in Gingin, explaining that a scheme
is to be started in a new area to cater for
the Beermullah district. I have been
urging action on this Project for the last
few years, and at last we are getting
somewhere.

I was told this morning that additional
plant will be installed at the Lanceim
power station. At present the plant caters
only for the township, but the additional
plant we are hoping to Install, with the
co-operation of the shire, will enable the
electricity supply to be taken to Ledge
Point. This is another important area,
particularly for those People who found
they suddenly had to leave Garden Island.
They have made Ledge Point their own
little centre, and a great deal of work
has been done. I am sure the people of
this area will be very happy that electricity
now is to be extended to their area.

Local government is something which
affects all members of Parliament. Al-
though I do not wish to speak at length
on this subject, I should like to reiterate
the great Problem facing local government.
I refer, of course, to the Problem of find-
ing sufficient, funds to carry out capital
works which are necessary in the area and
which, usually, are demanded by rate-
payers. Until some scheme Is Implemented
whereby more of the wealth of this State
is returned to the areas where it is
created, within the short space of five or
10 years local government will be some-
thing of the past. I am sure local auth-
orities will not be able to carry on and
fund their projects from rates alone. Then,
is a limit to how much one can be taxed
and a rate-in whatever form-is just an-
other tax.
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I should like to mention once again the
subject of probate; it would seem that
every time I have spoken in this House.
I have mentioned probate. It is the most
Iniquitous tax anyone had the devilment
to dream up. I believe it should have been
abandoned within a few Years of its im-
plementation. It was a short-term mea-
sure, introduced in England during World
War 1. It was a tax which should have
been discontinued just as quickly as it
was introduced.

I know that the Premier has announced
that relief will be given. In the case of
property passing from one spouse to an-
other there will be relief from probate
duty. Whilst we appreciate this relief we
must remember that it is only a move
which staves off the evil day.

in my own case, since my sons were old
enough to lift an axe and grubber they
have helped me to develop my property.
Whilst much of it is in try name, morally
it is theirs. Despite this, the sons of a
farmer in this situation will be deprived
of the right to property which they have
helped to develop. This is an aspect beyond
which a compassionate Government can-
not look. To say that Probate duty is
being eased is not strictly correct: we are
only staving off the evil day.

The Probate Office or Taxation Depart-
ment is similar to an undertaker. It will
get the people in the end, and it will get
every property in Western Australia even-
tually, if something is not done about this
matter. I am proud to be associated with
the political party in Western Australia
which has made the abolition of probate
duty one of its strongest planks. Any im-
provement that has been made in this
regard can be attributed directly to the
pressures my Party has brought to bear.

I now turn to matters concerning the
Minister for Transport, and I am putting
forward a suggestion to him which was
brought to my notice recently relating to
sections of main roads, where "Slippery
When Wet" signs have been erected. Un-
fortunately these sections are always slip-
pery when wet. I refer to a traffic accident
on a section of road north of Pearce Aero-
drome involving one of my constituents
which occurred 18 months ago. That road
had a 'Slippery When Wet" sign on It,
and today it is still there.

Road patrols have been introduced for
the purpose of cutting down on the speed
of vehicles, yet we do not seem to be doing
anything about these dangerous sections
of roads which should be surfaced with
metal and made safe.

Truck drivers repeatedly pass through
sections of roads in my electorate which
have "Slippery When Wet' signs erectediThere has been one fatality I know of, yet
nothing has been done. I ask the Minister
for Transport to take particular note of
what I have said, and to concentrate on
thi question, because the condition of
such roads is most dangerous and I am
sure everyone agrees with me.

I believe that as a Parliament we have
failed the people of Western Australia as
regards the maintenance of law and order.
I say that we have failed as a Parliament
because we all have had a share in gov-
ermnent. It is most distressing to see the
Present state of law and order, and the
degeneration which has taken place in this
regard. I think it is a shocking state of
affairs when women cannot walk out at
night in safety for fear of being attacked.
molested, or possibly raped. I do not su--
gest we should interfere with the proces-
ses of the law, but I strongly urge that
we update the existing penalties.

I understand that in England some years
ago the birch was reintroduced as a
penalty in rape cases. I am not suggesting
that the birch should be reintroduced in
Western Australia. but I am saying we
ought to look at the results in England
where the birch has been reintroduced. I
believe everyone is entitled to walk out
at night and be protected by decent laws
and fitting penalties which can be impo-ei
on those who break the law.

I cannot speak too strongly on this
point. I regard it as a matter which
should be cleared up, because we have
reached a low stage in our society when
we almost condone some of the things that
have been done in this respect. I did not
hear any member support me when I said
I believed the people have the right to be
protected, and especially the womenfolk.

I have been asked to bring to the notice
of the House a matter which is not very
pleasant for me to bring forward at all.
It has caused a great deal of concern
throughout the rural areas, and parti-
cularly in parts of my electorate. I refer
to the education programmes used in our
secondary schools, and specifically to one
book entitled Salute to the Great
McCarthy. Some people say that the
children who read these books are not too
young, but I have received complaints from
people saying that their daughters attend
schools where this Particular book has
been used in the curriculum as compulsory
English study.

I understand it is not necessarily a com-
pulsory book in the curriculum in all
schools, but it Is one among 50 others from
which a choice is made by those respon-
sible at the schools. Only yesterday I re-
ceived a letter from the Miling- zone of
the Flarmers' Union deploring what has
been done, and requesting me to approach
the Goverrnent on the matter.

I understand that the Country Womens'
Association has taken this issue up, and
will presently be presenting a petition or
objection to the Government on the use
of this book at the schools.

I have before me some extracts from
that book, but I assure You. Mr Speaker,
that I am not prepared to read thos?
extracts out in Public. If I did, I believe
you would quite correctly deny me the
right to continue quoting them in this
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House; yet these very passages have been
considered as suitable to be placed before
15-year-old girls in the schools.

I seek your permission, Mr Speaker, to
hand the extracts in so that members can
be made aware of what this book contains.
I am not prepared to read them out.

Mr T. D. Evans: Who authorised the
publication of the book?

Mr CRANE: I do not know. I only know
that a mistake was made. Mistakes are
often made and there is nothing wrong
with making mistakes; but I believe the
right thing to do when a mistake has been
made is to correct it. I am suggesting
that we as a Parliament should Insist that
such a correction be made now.

The SPEAKER: Will the honourable
member resume his seat? Private mem-
bers are not permitted to table papers as
such; our Standing Orders prevent that.
However, there is a means whereby for the
information of members, at the request
of a member a paper may be handed in
without being listed. The attendants are
helpful In this regard In making available
to members any papers that are handed
in, but these are not officially tabled
papers.

Point of Order
Mr McPHRLIN: Having received a

similar complaint from a school, I ask
that permission be given to the member
for Moore to hand the paper in for the
Information of members.

Mr JAMIESON: I ask that the book
from which the extracts are taken be
tabled.

The SPEAKER:. The member for Mt.
Marshall has suggested that the paper
be handed in. I have explained that it
cannot be tabled as such and it is not
permitted to be a listed paper. The mem-
ber for Moore may arrange with one of
the attendants to hand it in.

The paper was handed in.

Debate Resumed
Mr T. D. Evans: Can you indicate when

this alleged offensive document first be-
came available?

Mr CRANE: I believe it has been avail-
able in the schools for some time.

Mr T. D. Evans: For how long?
Mr CRANE: Certainly all this year and

possibly all last year. I am not too sure
of the time, and it might have been three
or four years ago when it first became
available.

Mr T. D. Evans: Possibly during the
term of this Government.

Mr CRANE: I am not blaming this
Government, and the Government cannot
be held responsible for everything that
happens. What I am doing is bringing

this mater to the attention of the Govern-
ment. and pointing out that the people
are objecting. I am doing this on behalf
of many people, and I believe on behalf
of every decent-thinking person In West-
ern Australia.

When members have an opportunity to
read the paper to which I have referred
they will realise why I will not read it out
in Public. There are some people who
would advocate in favour of what I am
criticising, and they would say that por-
nography does not really corrupt the mind
of a person. I would ask those same people
whether they consider that pollution does
not pollute, because it is tantamount to
the same thing.

I understand the Education Department
has approved of the publication, but I
wonder whether the Education Depart-
ment would be prepared to stand by the
figures-which I understand are available
to everyone-which show an increase in
the number of cases of venereal disease.
The behaviour to which I have referred
is outlined in the book, and is almost
championed. It must lead to more promis-
cuity. The figures are staggering. In
1975, nine girls and 31 boys under the age
of 14 years contracted venereal disease.
This is a problem we have to be aware of,
and we have to accept our responsibilities.
I have put forward these views on behalf
of those people who requested me so to do.

Whilst it is simple to condemn our youth
for the way in which they carry on, we
have to lock at ways and means to
make their lot a little easier. I would
lie to draw the attention of members to
an article which appeared in the Seacraft
magazine for January, 1976, and which
sets out what is being done for the young
people in New Zealand. We would all do
well to read the article and, perhaps, base
our training methods on those used In
New Zealand.

New Zealand has a sailing training
scheme which is run for the youth in that
country between the ages of 15 and 17
years. both boys and girls. A brigatine
has been constructed and It is used in
the training scheme. Once a fortnight 27
young people are able to take a voyage on
that craft. When we consider the amount
of money we see wasted on the America's
Cup-and whilst "wasted" may be a strong
word, I think it is appropriate to those
who support the gambling instinct-we
can appreciate that the same money could
be so much better used by being spent on
a project such as that which exists in
New Zealand. Our youth would then be
able to be taught in a healthy manner to
appreciate each other.

The $1 million recently made available
by the State Government for recreational
Purposes could well be used on such a
project. I again draw the attention of
members to the article In the magazine.
The vessel used in New Zealand is named
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Spirit o/ Adventure. I suggest we should
encourage businessmen, with the help of
the Western Australian Government, to
pursue the formation of a similar project
here, Members who have had the oppor-
tunity to sail on the ocean off the Western
Australian coast will realise that we have
a wonderful playground, particularly in
the north. The area between the Buccan-
eer Archipelago and the Bonaparte Archi-
pelago is a lovely playground. I have not
sailed there since World War II, but the
area was lovely then, and I understand it
still is. It would be a lovely playground for
a project such as the one I have outlined,
and it would encourage young people to
become more dependent on each other,
and show more concern for each other.
Perhaps we could return to the days of
"Men of iron and ships of wood".

It is my intention to conclude my ad-
dress by offering thanks to the members of
the Honorary Royal Commission which
inquired into the beef and sheep meats
industry. Not many people appreciate the
work done by the members of that Hon-
orary Royal Commission. The inquiry
lasted over 12 months, and for my own
part I worked for more than 20 hours
each week, in addition to doing my normal
parliamentary duties in my own electorate.
I thank the members of the commission
most sincerely for their co-operation.

I hope the Government will act upon
our findings and, as a result, our meat
industry in Western Australia will be
Placed on a safer footing. I urge all mem-
bers to read the report which took many
hours to prepare. I also ask members to
take note of the fact that the Honorary
Royal Commission looked into the prob-
lems of the Kimberley, particularly those
associated with transport and beef roads.
We looked into the possibility of disease
coming into this country from the islands
to the north of Australia, and the report
refers particularly to that matter. The
introduction of any disease into the north
of our country would create a serious
situation.

I again urge members to read the paper
I1 have handed in, which is to be placed
on the Table of the House, and then to
act upon it according to their consciences.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr Clarko.

(Continued on page 4156)

ME1MER FOR. ASCOT: ALLEGATIONS
AGAINST A MINISTER OR MINISTERS

Select Committee: Resignation of Member

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): This
Is an appropriate time to inform the
House that I have received a short letter
from the member for Balga, -as follows-

Dear Mr. Speaker,
I wish to inform you that I hereby
resign from the Parliamentary Select
Committee appointed to inquire into
allegations made by the Member for
Ascot.
I am,
Yours sincerely,
BRIAN BURKE.

I think it is also appropriate for rme to
say that 1 thank the member for Balga
for the communication, but there is no
need for any resignation really as the
work of the Select Committee terminated
with the presentation of the report.

ALUMINA REFINERY (PINJARRA)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 16th November.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) 13.37
p.m.]: The Hill now before us is to amend
the Alumina Refinery (Pinjarra) Agree-
ment Act of 1969-1972, which is referred
to as the principal Act.

The agreement embodied in the princi-
pal Act enables the company to submit
proposals to the Minister for the con-
struction of a pipeline to the nearest port
-in a practical sense, the Port of Bun-
bury-from the company's refinery or, as
the case may be, from the company's re-
fineries in the future. The construction
proposals are necessarily subject to con-
sideration by the Minister, and his appro-
val. Compared with the present system,
we have been informed that the company
has not in fact submitted any proposals
for consideration and approval by the
Minister, but that the company has in
fact taken steps to acquire what might
be called easements affecting privately,
held land between the Port of Eunbury
and the refinery site at Pinjarra.

I think the Minister explained the
situation in sotto voce terms when he
said that difficulties have arisen regard-
Ing the registration of easements, and
that land had changed hands In some
instances without the easements being
registered on the titles at the Land Titles
Office; and in some instances at least the
easements are not continuous, nor has the
dominant tenement been clearly indicated
in the documents sustaining the easement.

My understanding of land law is, where
the land is subject to the Transfer of ILnd
Act easements may be acquired by the
holder of private land-hence to be known
as the dominant tenement-over adjoining
land for a given purpose; the important
underlying principle being that the person
acquiring the easement by himself--or in
the case of a corporate body by itself-
must necessarily hold adjoining land so
as to acquire an easement over some land
nearby or adjoining it.
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With the advent of railways, pipelines,
telephone communications, the convey-
ance of energy whether by pipeline or
electric wire on behalf of Government-
owned bodies, or Government instrumen-
talities, there necessarily had to be a
modification of this basic instrument of
land law, because it would be unreasonable
and unfair for a Government instrumen-
tality to have to go to the trouble of
acquiring by purchase or resumption all
privately held land to acquire a dominant
tenement so as to be able to effect an ease-
ment over nearby land for the purpose of
carrying a railway line, pipeline, an elec-
tric current line or telephone communica-
tions over the land the subject of the
easement.

To that end-and I am watching the
time, Mr Speaker-a section was added to
the Public Works Act which would apply
in the case of a Government instrumen-
tality wishing to acquire an easement
over the land to remove the need for the
existence of other land to sustain a dom-
inant tenement being necessary.

The basic principles of this measure are
a recognition of a public interest in the
operations of this company; a public in-
terest in the setting up of the pipelines
that have been outlined, and provision is
made that the particular section of the
Public Works Act-I think it is section
33A-be applied in the instance of a pipe-
line to be established by the alumina com-
pany.

'This Is the principal objective of the
legislation. The other provisions in the
amending Bill are purely machinery and
relate to increased advances to be made
by the company to the Bunbury Port
Authority, together with the reference to
increased wharfage fees to be paid. These
wharfage fees are to be increased and re-
viewed in 1982 and at three-yearly inter-
vals thereafter.

I believe it is to the credit of the com-
pany that it has agreed to the advances
and also to the Increased wharfage fees
that will be authorised by this amending
measure.

The Bill has the endorsement of the
Opposition.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.03 pa.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat.-Mlnister for
Industrial Development) (4.03 p.m.]:. I
thank the member for Kalgoorlie for sup-
porting the Bill. I quite enjoyed his dis-
sertation about the law regarding ease-
ments. what he explained is the direct
influence of Roman law on English pro-
perty law, which influence is so often
denied. "Easement" originally in Roman
law was "servitus"t and meant that an
adjoining property should have some right
in respect of a neighbouring property.

I mention briefly that I agree with the
member for Kalgoorlie that the remaining
provisions of the Bill are machinery ones:
nevertheless they are tremendously impor-
tant. They indicate the voluntary effort by
the company-although negotiated with
the State-to increase very considerably
its contribution, which was made neces-
.sary on account of increased expenses not
only as a result of the inflationary situa-
tion, but also and mainly because of the
tremendously difficult conditions encoun-
tered in the dredging of the Bunbury
Harbour.

I thank the member for his contribution.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Mensaros (Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment), and transmitted to the Council.

IRON ORE (TALLERING PEAK)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 16th Novem-

ber.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) [4.08
p.m.]:- This Bill is to embody an amend-
ment to the agreement of the Iron Ore
(Tallering Peak) Agreement Act, which
was enacted in 1964. The Bill before the
Chamber facilitates the joint use of the
iron ore handling system, involving both
the facilities and the stockpile area be-
longing to the Western Mining Corpora-
tion joint venturers, for both the handling
of iron ore and the handling and stock-
piling of mineral sands at the Busselton
port. This joint usage has mutual advan-
tages which flow to all parties concerned,
and it makes very good sense.

However, an amending Bill is necessary
to amend the agreement to record this
mutual agreement. The agreement em-
bodied In this Bill appears to do just that.
Therefore, the Bill receives the endorse-
ment of the Opposition.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, eta,
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted,

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Mensaros (Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment), and transmitted to the Council,
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ALBANY WOOLLEN MILLS LTD.
AGREEMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 16th Nov-

ember.

MR T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie) (4.11
p.m.]: This Bill first of all and primarily
acknowledges the desire of the Govern-
ment and. indeed, of all previous Govern-
ments, to promote and to secure the con-
tinuation of a decentralised industry at
Albany-a very vital industry, having re-
gard to its location.

However, for the first time, as the Min-
ister's introductory remarks indicate,
specific legislation to record an agreement
between the Government and the com-
pany has become necessary. That agree-
ment is embodied in this Bill.

One reason-perhaps the main reason-
behind the necessity for this legislation is
to better enable the company to secure its
borrowings for the purpose of funding the
installation of additional equipment, parti-
titularly In respect of a carpet yarm plant.

The Bill receives the approval and, In-
deed, the approbation of the Opposition,
and we extend to the company our best
wishes for a successful consolidation and
expansion at Albany.

MR WATT (Albany) [4.13 p.m.]: I
would like to make a contribution in sup-
port of this Bill because of the profound
effect this decentralised industry has on
my electorate.

For some time I have been requesting
that the Government should set out in
black and white the type of incentives
available to a. decentralised. industry; but
the Government haa taken the view that
it is able to perform better if it receives
a proposal from the industry concerned
and thereby places Itself in a position to
negotiate the terms it will make available
to the industry, rather than have some-
thing in black and white which may not
be exactly what is needed by the industry.

This Bill bears out the wisdom of that
philosophy, because It Is the result of
considerable negotiation over a long period.
Of course, it will be of tremendous benefit
not only to the company but also to the
Albany town.

The company has been in the business
of manufacturing carpet yarn for quite
some time and, as the Minister said, it
is in a unique situation in that its raw
material predominantly comes from New
Zealand and its main market is In the
Eastern States. This means the raw
material must come past the main mar-
ket, and then subsequently return to it.

Most of the manufactured carpet yarn
has been returned by road transport. Any-
body could see quite clearly, therefore, that
the additional cost of continuing an in-
dustry of this nature in Albany is ex-
tremely high; and it is only because of

a tremendously efficient operation the
company is carrying out at Albany that it
has been able to continue in this way.

I think it would be appropriate for me
at this stage to record publicly my appre-
ciation-and I am sure the Government's
appreciation--.of the mill manager (Mr
Jim Morrison) for the work that he has
carried out down there. I am sure all
members would be aware that the com-
pany has had a fairly checkered career. it
has incurred quite substantial losses at
times and at other times it has fought its
way back into a competitive situation, cer-
tainly with some help from the Govern-
ment, and is in a position now of trading
quite profitably.

The fact that it will provide an addi-
tional 40 jobs for the town is extremely
good because, as most members will also
be aware, each new job created helps to
support the community In a number of
other ways. it means that other Jobs
flow from those jobs. It is a chain re-
action which is for the overall benefit and
ultimate good of the town.

One of the most pleasing aspects of the
Bill, in my view, is that it provides for
the company to undertake a survey into
the possibility of manufacturing carpet
in Western Australia. I certainly hope
that if that is found to be possible it will
be in Albany. That will make good sense
because the yarn is there and can be used
on the spot. We in Albany have been
looking for quite some time for some in-
dustry on which to base the town's
economy, we have had a number of small
industries but we have never yet been
able to find something compatible with
the region on which to build.

My personal belief is that, apart from
the obvious benefits from tourism, the
wool industry is the one area on which we
should be trying to concentrate. To that
extent this Bill enables us to continue
the efforts of creating Albany as a com-
plete wool centre.

The town of Albany has commissioned
a survey from a firm of professional con-
sultants in the Eastern States to see
whether it is possible to maintain a viable
wool top making plant there; and that
will be just one more stage in this com-
plete and integrated wool complex which
we believe Albany should be in a position
to sustain.

it is only a question of time before the
manufacturing of carpet can be proven
to be viable. We have a few years to wait
until we are able to see whether that will
be the case, but the company is required
to continue with its investigations and
has been given until the 30th June, 1983,
to determine whether it is viable. In the
meantime the company's expansion will
proceed.

4146



(Tursday, 18 November, 1976] 4147

The expenditure of $650 000 is signi-
ficant indeed and it certainly makes a
most worth-while contribution to the
town's economy. The industry has done
that for many years and this legislation
consolidates the industry's position in the
town. I have a great deal of pleasure
in supporting this measure.

MR MENSAXOS (Moreat-Mnister tar
Industrial Development) 14.21 p.m.]3: 1
wish to thank the Opposition and the
member for Albany for their support of
the Bill. Of course, it Is the Government's
endeavour to give as much Incentive as
possible to industries, but at the same
time the State Government Is in a6 very
difficult position because it has no fiscal
powers. Therefore, the main Incentives.
which could be by way of tax holidays-
as occurs in various other countries--can-
not be offered by the State Government.

Treasuries seldom realise that any in-
dustry which establishes Itself enhances
the whole economy and ultimately gives
some benefit to the Treasury itself. In
the case of our federation, of course, that
Is directly to the Commonwealth's bene-
fit. Therefore, the State is placed in a
difficult situation and its support depends
only on the budgetary means It can afford.
I again thank members for supporting
the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comnmittee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Bill read a
Mr Mensaros
Development),
Council.

Third Reading
third time, on motion by

(Minister for Industrial
and transmitted to the

QUESTIONS (21): ON NOTICE
MOORA SCHOOL

Repairs and Renovations

Mr CRANE. to the Minister for Works:
(1) Has work commenced on repairs

and renovations to Moora Prim-
ary School?

(2) If so, when will this work be com-
pleted?

(3) If not, when will this work com-
mence and be completed?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) Work will be

completed in the
1977-78 financial

commenced and
first half of the
year.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Wundowtie Charcoal Iron and Steel

Industry: Effluent

Mr MOILER, to the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment:

With reference to his letter to me
of 12th October in connection
with my complaint regarding pol-
lution of Wooroloo Brook, by run
off from the Wundowle Charcoal
Iron Works, in which he assured
me that the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority would adv;se
me of their proposed actions on
this problem, since I have not
received advice from the EPA to
date what action does his depart-
ment now propose to take?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

3.

The Environmental Protection
Authority has Investigated the
matter and has requested the
company to undertake certain
actions to ameliorate the problem.
I understand the EPA has recently
received a response from the com-
pany, and when such response
has been evaluated they will ad-
vise you of the action to be taken.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Wesply Factory: Inspection by

Members of Parliament
Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

it is reported in the South West-
em Times of 16th November that
he inspected the Westply plant at
Dardanup in the company of Mrs
J. Craig, M.L.A. and Mr John
Sibson, M.L.A. before joining the
members of the South West Re-
gional Development Committee_-
(1) Is it not a fact that the in-

spection was carried out after
the meeting?

(2) Is it also not a fact that Mr
John Sibson, M.L.A. did not
make the inspection?

(3) Is it not a fact that I was
present and took part in the
inspection?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes-as was correctly reported

in the South Western Times
of 16th November.

(2) and (3) Yes.

4. DONNYBROOK HOSPITAL
Alterations

Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the Minister advise if any

alterations or any upgrading pro-
gramme is to be carried out at the
Donnybrook hospital?
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(2) If "Yes" will the Minister outline
the programme?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The nature and extent of work

to be carried out is still being
investigated.

5. PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES
Subsidies: Criteria

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Further to my question 38 of
Tuesday, 16th November. relating
to the criteria for the provision
of subsidies to pre-school centres,
would the Minister Please Under-
take to research the files which are
held In the archives in order that
the information requested can be
provided?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Education Department wvill
undertake to research the files
and the required Information will
be forwarded to the member as
soon as possible.

8. SULPHUR CRESTED COCKATOOS
Permits

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Has any restriction been placed

on the import to Western Aus-
tralia of sulphur crested cocka-
toos?

(2) If "Yes" why?
(3) Do intending purchasers of the

these birds have to be the holders
of an Agriculture Protection Board
permit covering restricted species
of birds?

(4) If "Yes" why?
(5) Are these birds declared vermin

by the Agriculture Protection
Board?

(6) What action is It proposed will be
taken on the aviculturalists that
have had these birds for some
years in normal cages or aviaries
that do not comply with the APB
permit condition?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Feral populations of what are be-

lieved to be Eastern States sub
species have become established
in the South West and threaten
to become Injurious to native
species.

(3) and (4) Not at present.
(5) No, but I understand that their

habits and status are being re-
viewed.

'7.

(6) As these birds are considered to
be a threat to native species and
in some of their home ranges in
the Eastern States are said to be
a severe agricultural pest, it is
obviously undesirable that birds
presently held he re should be re-
leased or should escape.

BIRIDS
Trappers' Licences

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:
(1) Does the department propose to

stop issuing icences to bird trap-
pers and thereby prohibit the tak-
ing of native birds for local avicul-
tural use?

(2) If "Yes" why?
(3) If "Yes" what Provision has the

department made to allow West-
ern Australian aviculturalists to
obtain stocks legally in order to
replenish their stocks with neces-
sary new blood?

Mr
(1)

8.

P. V. JONES replied:
It has been proposed that the
annual season for finch trapping
In the Kimberley Land Division
be phased out, and additional
licences are not being issued pend-
Ing a decision.

(2) In no other State or Territory is
an open season now declared to
allow the commercial trapping of
native finches. There is some
Pressure that this State should
foliow suit because of the advan-
tages of uniformity in such laws
and because there Is little precise
data on the state of the popula-
tions.

(3) As the matter is under review no
alternatives are yet necessary.
However, there are many birds of
most species held In aviaries and
if Australian avicuiturists gener-
ally lifted their standards they
should be able to breed from cap-
tive stocks at least as successfully
as aviculturists are said to do in
countries in the northern hemi-
sphere. This would ease the
drain on our wild populations.

FERTILE EGGS
Human Consumption

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

Does his department consider that
a fertiie egg which under heat
_temperatures favourable to the
development of embryo should be
considered fit for human con-
suznption?
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Mr OLD replied:
No.
Embryonic development sufficient
to be seen by the naked eye does
not occur until eggs are held at
temperatures in excess of 27 de-
grees Centigrade.
The recommended storage temp-
erature of eggs is 12 to 15'C.

9. THOMAS STREET SCHOOL
Teachers and Enrolments

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Has the headmaster of Thomas

Street Primary School applied for
transfer?

(2) If so, would the Minister please
provide details?

(3) How many other teachers have
applied for transfer?

(4) Has the department proposals to
close Thomas Street Primary
School?

(5) if so, would the minister please
give details?

(6) What is the present enrolment?
(7) What is the projected enrolment

for 1977?
(8) How many special classes are at

present catered for at the school?
(9) Would the Minister please advise

any changes proposed which
would affect children attending
special classes?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Because of reduced enrolments the

classification of the school has
been reduced from Class I to
Class II. Hence it was, necessary
for the Principal to seek another
class I school.

(3) Three. Teachers of special classes
are remaining in charge of their
own classes.

(4) and (5) No.
(6) 180 (Approximately 80 local child-

ren and 100 visually impaired and
special junior remedial classes).

(7) 67 (Including 11 living out of the
district).

(8) Six classes offering remedial edu-
cation or education for visually
impaired children.

(9) Two new centres will be set up,
one north of the river and one
south of the river. These changes
will Improve the opportunities for
the children and substantially re-
duce the amount of travelling
required.

10.

11.

HOUSING
Geraldt on: Loans

Mr CARR, to the Minister for HonE-
Ing.
(1) Is there any limitation on the

number of loans available for
purchase of State Housing Com-
mission homes in Geraldton dur-
ing the remainder of this year?

(2) If "Yes" will he please provide
details?

(3) Is there any limitation on the
number of loans similarly avail-
able throughout the State this
year?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), would he please
Provide details?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (4) The 1976-77 Capital Works

Programme provides for the pro-
vision of some 241 new dwellings
for Purchase.
It Is anticipated that the distri-
bution of these dwellings will be
announced next week.

EDUCATION
Isolated Children: Hostel Fees

Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is it a fact that vouchers issued

for term fees at hostels in relation
to isolated children living away
from home have in some cases not
been accepted as payment?

(2) Will he please provide details of
the difficulties that have arisen?

(3) What action does the Government
propose to overcome the problem?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) I understand that some

hostels have adopted a policy of
requiring full payment of fees for
first term and crediting subse-
quent terms' fees with the value
of the voucher after recoup Is
received from the Government.
This practice is. contrary to the
Government's intentions when
the scheme was introduced which
were that hostels would give
immediate credit for the value of
the voucher by way of a reduc-
tion of fees payable by parents
and claim a recoup from the
Government.
The system is fundamentally a
simple one which, with goodwill
on all sides, should work smoothly
with minimum inconvenience to
parents and no financial loss to
the hostels.

(3) There should not tbe a problem
but, as a result of representations
from some parents, the system is
currently being re-examined.
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12. HEALTH (4) Does the department have pre-
Poisons: Regulations 07n Sale

Mr CARR. to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

Will the Minister please table a
COPY of all regulations relating to
the sale of poisons?

Mr RIDGE replied:
These documents are available at
the Government Printing Office.

13. GERALDTON REGIONAL
HOSPITAL

Kidney Dialysis Machine

Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:
(1) Does the Geraldton Regional Hos-

pital have a kidney dialysis
machine?

(2) I, 'No" are there any plans to
provide one?

(3) Which hospitals in the State are
equipped with such a machine?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) No.

(3) Royal Perth and Sir Charles
Galrdner Hospitals.

14. VETERINARY SERVICES
Report

Mr CARR, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has he received a report from the

Australian Veterinarian Associa-
tion on veterinary services in
Western Australia?

(2) If "Yes" will he Please table a
COPY of the document?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not at this stage.

The report is still under examina-
tion and will be the subject of
further discussion with the Aus-
tralian Veterinary Association.

15. COMMUNITY WELFARE
Day-care Centres

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:
(1) Does the department support any

children's day care Centres in
Private homes?

(2) If so, how many and on what
basis?

(3) What standards would day care
centres be required to meet?

ference for centres based on homes
rather than halls and similar
buildings?

(5) If so. for what reasons?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) The Department of Community

Welfare encourages the develop-
ment of Family Care Centres in
private homes.

(2) There are 139 Family Care
Centres in the metropolitan area.
These centres are approved,
licensed and supervised by the
Early Childhood Services Unit of
the Department of Community
Welfare. They are conducted by
mothers in their own homes. The
number of children (including the
Pre-school age children of the
licensee) shall not exceed five
where all are over the age of
three years, or four where any of
them is under the age of three
Years.

(3) The standards of these centres
must conform with the Care
Centre Regulations 1968.

(4) and (5) Family Care Centres can
only be located in a mother's
home. Before any building, of
whatever type, can be used as a
Day Care Centre it must be
approved by the local authority
concerned and it must conform to
the standards laid down in the
Care Centre Regulations 1968,
which are designed to ensure an
environment conducive to a high
standard of child care.

16. PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
Great Eastern Highway, Midland
Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Was a request received from the

Australian Pensioners League for
a Pedestrian crossing to be Pro-
vided between Midland and Mid-
vale over the Great Eastern High-
way?

(2) Has the Swan Shire Council made
a similar request for the provi-
sion of the crosswalk as men-
tioned in (1)?

(3) (a) if "Yes" to (1) and (2), will
approval be given for the
Installation of the crosswalk;

(b) if not, why not?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) (a) No.

(b) Pedestrian count and pedes-
trian vehicular conflict figure
did not meet the warrant.
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EDUCATION
Boarding Allowance: Hale-Frewer

Parents Association Request
Mr CARR, to the Treasurer:
(1) Has he received a submission from

the Hale Frewer Parents Associa-
tion seeking to have the grants
for isolated children increased by
a similar margin to the Federal
increase?

(2) What action does the Govern-
ment propose to take with regard
to this matter?

Sir
(1)
(2)

CHARLES COURT replied:
Yes.
The whole question of the value
of the student allowance is cur-
rently under consideration, and
I expect to be in a Position to
make an announcement shortly.

18. HEALTH
Family Planning Association

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

With reference to question 15 of
14th October, 1976 regarding the
Family Planning Association, can
the Minister now advise please if
arrangements have been finalised
for financing of the centres during
the year, and if so. what such
arrangements are?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Written confirmation of, the new
financial arrangement is expected
to arrive during the next week.

19. SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL
Classrooms

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With respect to the South Googee
school:
(1) Are two demountable class-

rooms required for the 1977
school year?

(2) When will these rooms be
placed in position?

(3) Is it proposed to Place these
rooms on property adjacent
to the school grounds?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Current estimates Indicate

that an additional room will
be required for the beginning
of the 1977 school year. Any
extra accommodation required
to house increases during the
year will be provided as
necessary.

(2) one room will be Provided
over the Christmas vacation.

(3) Yes.

20. SOUTH COOGEE SCHOOL
Storage Building

Mir TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

With respect to the South Coogee
school and in particular to the
school storage building:
(1) When was this storage build-

ing extensively damaged by
fire?

(2) Who was responsible for the
damage?

(3) Has the department plans for
replacing the building?

(4) When were such plans pre-
pared?

(5) Is it a tact that almost 12
months have elapsed since the
fire ?

(6) Where are major Items of
sporting equipment stored
pending construction of the
new building?

(7) Is he able to give any gua-
rantee as to when the Present
damaged building will be
replaced?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) to (7) Acceptance of respon-

sibility for the fire in Decem-
ber, 1975, has not yet been
resolved. The store is to be
replaced with a standard de-
sign when this matter is
clarified. In the interim.
storage is being dispersed in
various places around the
school. A metal shed will be
Provided to relieve the storage
problem.

21. TECHNICAL SCHOOL AT
SWINANA

Plans and Courses
Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Wi th respect to the recent Press
statement that a technical school
would be established at Kwlnana:
(1) In which Budget is it anti-

cipated that funds will be
allocated-
(a) for Planning;
(b) for construction of the

first stage?
(2) Has planning commenced, and

if so, upon what date did
planning commence?

(3) What courses, trades and/or
studies are planned to be
carried out?

(4) What major division of
courses, trades, etc., are an-
ticipated as between the pro-
Posed Rockingham and Kwi-
nana technical schools?
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Mr
(1)

(5) What is expected to be the
amount allocated for the first
stage of the Kwinana tech-
nical school?

GRAYDEN replied:
(a) 1976-77;

(b) depends upon planning
decisions.

(2) Planning has not yet com-
menced.

(3) to (5) These are decisions
that wvill be determined dur-
ing the planning period.

QUESTIONS (13): WITHOUT NOTICE

TRAFFIC
Drunken Driving: Tests

Mr O'CONNOR (Minister for Traffic):
Yesterday the member for Avon, in
the course of question 3 (1) asked-

Since the 1st July. 1976, how
many motorists have been sub-
jected to the preliminary test for
alcohol?

The answer given was 28 566, but it
should have been 2 856. It was a
typographical error to which I wish
to draw attention.

SCHOOL OF MINES
Computer

Mr r. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Mines:

Further to my question on notice
of yesterday-No. 9-adressed to
the Treasurer, are the computer
facilities available to the WA
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie
capable of facilitating valid modes
of estimation of the two values of
ore as indicated in the said ques-
tion?

Mr MENSAROB replied:
I thank the honourable member
for notice of the question. I regret
that the reply will not be satis-
factory because of a lack of com-
puter knowledge in the depart-
ment. However, the answer is as
follows-

As the School of Mines has
access to the regional computing
facilities at the University of
Western Australia it would seem
likely that the work in question
could be done.
However I am obviously not in
a position to answer a technical
question of this nature which
would 'be better addressed to
the School of Mines itself.

3. PREMIER
interests in Kimberleys Finance

Corporation
Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:

Is it true that while a private
vumpsuy over which he had abso-
lute control in the form of a life
governing share held a significant
interest in Kimberley Finance
Corporation, that corporation had
continued and repeated dealings
with Government departments
and statutory authorities?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I would remind the honourable
member that this particular mat-
ter was canvassed in public at
considerable length and answers
were given. If he got the facts
right he would not have put the
question in the form in which he
asked it today.

Mr Bryce: Can't you answer it?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course I

can. I suggest the honourable
member does his research or gets
those people helping him in his
work on this matter to do so, and
looks at the answers given pre-
viously because obviously he is
misinformed about the "signifi-
cant Interest".

4. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
Invitation to Television Debate

Mr SHALDERS. to the Minister for
Police:

On Wednesday, the 17th Novem-
ber, the Minister was challenged
by the Leader of the Opposition
that he had not been invited to
the debate on Channel 7 on law
and order and subsequently he
withdrew the allegation. On what
did the Minister base his assump-
tion that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition had been Invited to partici-
pate in the debate?

Mr O'CONNOR repied:
I thank the honourable member
for some notice of the question.
Members will recall that yester-
day the Leader of the Opposition
requested that I withdraw the
statement I made In this regard,
which I did, and I apologised to
the House. A further accusation
was made and an apology given to
the member for Collie today. My
assumption was based on a letter
from Channel 7 Part of which
reads--

The Opposition has indicated
that Mr Jamieson, Mr Jones or
Air Bertram would be on the
panel ...

2.
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We had further discussions with
Channel 7 today confirming that
Mr Jamieson was invited, While I
have withdrawn the statement
and apologised to the House I
hope other members will do the
same to me.

Mr T. H. Jones: That is incorrect.
That advice was not given.

5. MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Shareholding: Policy

Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:
Is there any Government policy
or attitude towards the holding
of shares by Ministers and will
the Premier Please clarify his posi-
tion with regard to his share-
holding In Cherrita Pty. Ltd.
during 1971 and 1912, by explain-
Ing whether he still maintains
that a life governing director's
share is a nominal interest?

The SPEAKER: Order! I want to ad-
vise the Premier that he does not
have to answer questions of this
kind. I am not going to rule it
out of order, but I just wanted
to advise that questions of this
type do not have to be answered.

Sir CHARLES COURT repied:
I am conscious of the fact that I
do not have to answer these ques-
tions. I would have thought that
members would have enough
decency now to realise that having
got themselves Into the predica-
ment they have, It might be a
good Idea if they waited until-

Mr Bryce: Why not pick the judge?
Sir CHARLES COURT: -they heard

the verdict of this House on the
report of the Select Committee.

Mr Bertram: We already know the
verdict.

Mr Bryce: Let's have the verdict of
the judge.

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not want

continual Interjections when a
question is being answered; and
I would Point out that the Premn-
ier must either answer the ques-
tion or sit down.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to say
that as far as the question is
concerned, which particularly re-
lates to the policy of the Gov-
ernment in respect of sharehold-
iugs by members of Parliament-
and I am not quite sure whether
he said specifically "Ministers" or
was referring generally to mem-
bers of Parliament-the Govern-
ment wants a code established, as
I explained Yesterday, hopefully
on an Australia-wide basis so that

all members of Parliament In all
Parliaments in Australia will
know what the code Is and will
be able to conform to It. If they
do not, it will be at their own
peril.
As far as I am concerned, I do not
propose to enunciate a policy at
the moment because now that the
Opposition has refused to collabor-
ate in the formation of such a
Policy it is the Government's In-
tention to prepare Its own ex-
pression of views on the matter
and make them public in due
course and, hopefully, they will be
adopted on an Australia-wide
basis In our form, or in some
other form agreed to by all Par-
liaments.

6. MEMBER FOR ASCOT: ALLEGA-
TIONS AGAINST A MINISTER ORt

MINISTERS
Minister for Labour and Industry:

Appearance as Witness
Mr McIVER, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Was he called to give evidence
before the Select Committee into
allegations made by the member
for Ascot in this House on the
9th November?

Mr GRAYDEN replied.
No.

'7. MR ERICSSON
Information as Private Investigator

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Premier:
Has he received or become aware
of any information in any form,
directly or Indirectly, from or
through a Melbourne private in-
vestigator named Ericsson?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I cannot remember receiving any
approach from such a person, but
if the honourable member gives
me some more information, in
view of the fact that he is in-
formed on something I am not, I
would be only too pleased to follow
it through.

8. MEMBER FOR ASCOT:
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A
MINISTER ORt MINISTERS

Minister for Police: Appearance
as Witness

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Police:

Was he called to give evidence be-
fore the Select Committee into
allegations made by the member
for Ascot in this House on the
9th November?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No.

9. MEMBER FOR ASCOT:
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A
MINISTER OR MINISTERS

Minister /or Police: Television Interview
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) Did he appear on a TV pro-

gramme last evening and debate
publicly the allegation made
against him in this House?

(2) Can I conclude from that per-
formance yesterday that he would
be prepared publicly to air the
allegations made against him at a
full judicial hearing?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) 1 did not take part in a

debate. I was asked questions by
a reporter from one of the news-
papers. I advised I would go be-
fore a Select Committee and I am
prepared to do so.

10. MEMBER FOR ASCOT:
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A
MINISTER OR MINISTERS
Matters Raised Previously

Mr CARE, to the Premier:,
(1) is he correctly reported as say-

ing allegations raised in this
House have been raised previously
and dealt with in court and by
public statements by himself?

(2) if "Yes", will he please refer mem-
bers to any previous allegations
that touched upon the question
of his acceptance of shares in
Hamersley Holdings?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(Q) and (2) The honourable member

is just doing his duty by his col-
leagues in asking the question he
has been told to ask. We saw the
distribution of the questions tak-
Ing place before the House got
around the questions. As far as I
am concerned this whole question
has been very thoroughly can-
vassed. I do not think the honour-
able member was in Parliament
at the time, but the then Govern-
mert-

Mr Carr: Answer it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Just be quiet.
Mr Bryce: Listen to him.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Bertram: You are not in a Liberal

Caucus now.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The then

Government took a very real in-
terest in some allegations made

by a certain Journalist and news-
paper-a very lively interest. The
then Government made sure that
it did everything it could to en-
sure that those allegations were
given the maximum amount of
publicity. Some legal action en-
sued and it is now well known
that the Journalist concerned re-
tracted and apologised in open
court.

Mr Bryce: He never mentioned Ham-
ersley.

Several mnembers interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The balance

of the ease has been resolved to
a point where the defendant, at
the first opportunity which can
be arranged, will go before the
court and make the appropriate
statements, and I insist that they
be made in open court. If the
honourable member is not satis-
fied with that, it is none of my
business and I cannot do any-
thing about it, but suggest that
he go back and do his research
of the papers made available to
the public and Parliament and he
will find that the matters being
muck-raked at the moment-

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: order!
Several members interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: -have been

adequately canvassed.
The SPEAKER: Order! I have called

order and I amn not going to suffer
continual interjections while I am
calling for order.
I take the opportunity while I am
on my feet to say that questions
of the kind that are being asked
need be answered only if the one
questioned wants to answer them.
Furthernore, questions without
notice are asked at the discretion
of the Speaker and persistent and
heckling interjections will, if they
continue, terminate questions
without notice. I will take two
more questions without notice
after the next one.

11. MEMBER FOR ASCOT:
ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A MINISTER

OR MINISTERS
Registration of Fiat Car

Mr SKrDMORE, to the Minister for
Police:

In view of the conflicting infor-
mation already given about the
subject, will the Minister explain
why the Fiat vehicle involved was
registered at an address other
than the correct address?
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Sir Charles Court: Don't you read the
newspapers?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
If the honourable member had
taken notice of the newspapers he
would have read that the vehicle
was registered in my wife's name.
It is a pity members of Parliament
are starting to denigrate our
womenfolk.

Government members: Hear, hear!
Mr O'CONNOR: It is a pity they have

to start picking on our home life.
If the honourable member checks
he will find it was registered in my
wife's name. Just after It was
Purchased we went overseas and
it was left at her mother's place,
at which it was licensed.

12. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Financial and Business Interests:

Declaration
Mr BRYCE, to the Premier;.

In respect of the answer he gave
a few moments ago concerning the
desire of his Government to see
established an Australia-wide code
relating to the disclosure of the
financial and business Interests of
members of Parliament, will he
indicate to this Parliament what
action he has taken to contact
the other six Parliaments in Aus-
tralia In his endeavour to estab-
lish this Australia-wide code?

Mr Sibson: What have you done?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

Had the honourable member been
paying attention to the business
of this House and not been so
concerned about stirring up messy
things out of the political gutter-

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT -he would

know that I made It public-and
It was also well known to the
Opposition-that we had ap-
proached the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment to see whether the Prime
Minister would Initiate a discus-
sion between the Premiers and
himself on the document dealing
with this subject which had been
tabled in the Federal Parliament,
hopefully to get some agreement
between the Premiers and the
Commonwealth on the code which
should be established.
It was subsequent to that, If my
memory serves me correctly, that
the then Leader of the opposition
agreed to the setting up of a
committee-not a parliamentary
committee In the official sense but

13.

an unofficial ad hoc committee-
comprising representatives of all
parties to meet and discuss this
Particular matter. The honourable
member will know that his col-
leagues withdrew In a very pre-
emptory way and demanded the
Bill which was introduced by the
member for Morley and no other.
There was no question at all of
negotiatinn or discussion.
So we will now, as I have already
foreshadowed, endeavour to revive
discussions at Commonwealth and
State level, hopefully to get this
code established, and I think the
sooner it is established the better.

The SPEAKER: I will take one more
question,

PREMIER
Hamersiey Holdings Shares

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Premier yet determined

whether or not he was offered
shares in Hamersley Holdings in
a letter from an executive of that
company prior to its listing on the
Stock Exchange?

(2) If "Yes" will he outline the terms
of the letter and the terms of
his reply?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) The best answer I can

give to the honourable memlbers
question is to ask him to table
the letter he says he has.

Point of Order
Mr B. T. BURKE: At no time have I

indicated that I had in my pos-
session any letter and I seek a
withdrawal from the Premier of
that-

Several members interjected,
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: What about the

objection you made yesterday?
Mr B. T. BURKE: At no time have I

said to this H-ouse that I have in
my possession such a letter and I
seek withdrawal of that deliber-
ately misleading remark.

Several members interjected:
The SPEAKER: Order! The member

for Balga has risen on a point of
order and asked for withdrawal
of words to which he has taken
objection. I have already told the
House on several occasions that
members ought to watch what
they want to have withdrawn.
Words can be withdrawn only if
they are Personally offensive in a
nasty unparliamentary way. In
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no way could the remarks of the
Premier be construed in this
fashion.

Mr B. T. Burke: That is untrue. I
did not say that.

The SPEAKER: I do not want to
argue with the member for Balga.
in fact, I do not want him to
interject while I am on my feet.*I am merely saying there is no
room whatsoever in the system
under Standing Orders to pursue
the line he has taken.

APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage

of the sitting.
MR. BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn) [4.50

p.m.]: If members of the H-ouse and mem-
bers of the public study the final accounts
-that is to say, the revenue and expendi-
hire accounts-of the State for the year
ended the 30th June, 1976, they will see
ample evidence of an attempt-thus far
fairly successful-by the Treasurer to
cover up a huge surplus for that year.

I was staggered on reading today's
newspaper to find no mention of this
statement of fact which was made yester-
day by none other than the former leader
of the Opposition, the present member for
Melville. It appears the media are not in-
terested in the fact that one can calculate
with a. degree of accuracy that if the ac-
counts of the State for the 30th June,
1976, were prepared in a manner compar-
able with the manner in which they have
been prepared in the previous 147 consecu-
tive years they would reveal the surplus
was not something like $600 000 but some-
thing equal to 40 times that figure-40
times the alleged surplus.

I personally do not accept the surplus
for the State for the year ended the 30th
June, 1978. set up by the Treasurer and
said to be $593 777; nor am I convinced
that the Auditor-General accepts that fig-
uire as being correct. But more of that in
a moment, and more in a moment on the
general question of credibility.

If members will have a look at the
Auditor-General's report for the year
ended the 30th June, 1976, which was pre-
sented to this Parliament on the 5th Octo-
ber, 1976, at page 74 they will find some
interesting information, and I would like
to mention figures from that page.

One interesting fact to observe is that
In the period of the last 10 years or there-
abouts there have been only two sturpluses
of revenue for the State. The highest sur-
Plus in the history of the State occurred
in the year ended the 30th June, 1968, and
that surplus was $828 636. during a boom
period. Without question it was a boom
period-the booming period of the 1960s.

Since that time, until the year ended the
30th June, 1976, the State has not once
had a surplus; it has always been in defi-
cit. This year, however, it is said the sur-
plus is $593 777,

Anothcr intcrcsting piece of information
to be found on the same page is the fact
that the increase in expenditure of the
State during the months of May and June
of this year was far in excess of anything
ever occurring in the previous history of
this State. In the year ended the 30th
June, 1971, the expenditure for the State
in May was $31 637 787 and in June the
expenditure was $45 401 966, which was an
increase in expenditure of something like
a mere $14 million. That was a record
as far as I can discover. I am not do--
matic about it but I think it is clearly
a record for the 10 years up to the 30th
June, 1975.

But for the year ended the 30th June,
1976, it is interesting to observe that
the expenditure was $84 927 180 in
May, and in June it was no less than
$119 679 072, an increase in those two
months-the highest in history-of $35
million!

It will be understood by members if
they look at the revenue and expenditure
account-which I will refer to in more
detail later on, and which is on page 3327
of the Government Gazette dated the 9th
September, 1976-that each of those mil-
lions of dollars making up the $35 million
has a very real, significant effect upon the
surplus. If, for example, this huge in-
crease in the two months had been $34
million instead of $35 million, we would
immediately have the surplus for the year
increased by $1 million, and it seems to
me the Treasury was working the com-
puter which was writing out the cheques
more than overtime during that month
because the Treasurer had unmistakable
evidence before him that on the figures for
the 11 months up to the 31st May, 1976,
he was headed for a huge surplus; and
no doubt the order went out, "We have
to watch this: we must match our income
for the May-June period with our ex-
penditure." Thbis resulted in the pheno-
menal increase in spending in the months
of May and June of the figure I have men-
tioned; namely, $35 million.

It may be said, "For heaven's sake,
would it not be good management and
good housekeeping" -to use the Treasurer's
favourite expression-"to have a large sur-
Plus? Would It not be a good thing?"
Quite obviously the Treasurer thinks it
was a very bad thing even to contem-
plate and, as I have indicated, he has
gone to extraordinary lengths to hide
the surplus. He has been successful to
the extent of apparently reducing it to
$593 777.

The fact of the matter is the Treasurer
had to reduce the surplus by hook or by
crook because he had obviously overtaxed
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the people. Not only had he emptied the
taxpayers' pockets but he had also taken
the linings of the Pockets with him. He
realises. this because in that situation he
-came out with a statement which was
remarkabLe-not remarkable to him but to
anybody else-which is to be found in his
speech in respect of the Loan Budget.
I will quote it because one would need
a good sense of humnour to see the humour
of it. He said-

But the point has been reached
where the taxpayers have had enough.

I should think they have had enough. He
went on to say-

They do not want to surrender more
of their income to the Government to
spend on their behalf.

That is right. They have been mercilessly
bludgeoned by taxes during the three years
the Government has been in power, and
I think some statistics to establish that
should go on the record at this stage.

Electricity rates were increased by 66.5
per cent; State shipping freight rates by
.50 per cent; Westrail freight rates by
64.5 per cent; metropolitan water rates by
48.8 per cent; excess water rates by 103.3
per cent; metropolitan sewerage rates by
77.4 per cent. metropolitan drainage rates
by 33 per cent; SG10 premiums by 60
per vent; metropolitan State Housing Com-
mission rents by 48 per cent; and country
Housing Commission rents by 30.08 per
cent. Those percentages may well be on
the low side because charges may have
been increased in the last few months.

Mr Clarko: Are not some of those In-
creases less than during the life of the
Tonkin Government?

Mr BERTRAM; I would say that woul
be almost inconceivable-I would have t
deny it out of hand.

Mr Clarko: Hospital charges went up
100 per cent overnight.

Mr BERTRAM: In addition to that, the
Treasurer has completely overtaxed the
people. His management of the State's fin-
ancial situation has been an unmistakable
disaster. There was no need to tax the
people to the extent that it added to
inflation. Of course, for that and other
reasons which I have mentioned, the
Treasurer was endeavouring to camouflage,
hide away, and conceal, a great surplus.
I will come back to the way in which he
did that in a moment. Not only did he
conceal this surplus, but he concealed it
in a reprehensible way, and I shall seek
to establish that fact also.

Not only were the rates, taxes, and
charges soaring in a manner unprecedent-
ed in this State and possibly In any other
State in the Commonwealth-

Mr Clarko: That is not true.
Mr BERTRAM: -but also at the 30th

June and for many months prior to that we
had very high unemployment figures. What

the Treasurer should have been doing with
the money which he had hidden in one
Pocket or another in the State Treasury
was putting it to work and giving un-
employed people an opportunity for em-
ploymnent. He did not do that either.

Apparently the Treasurer has a mental
reservation;, he believes that if he can
bottle the money up for long enough he
will be able to find work for the people
on the eve of the State election which will
be held shortly.

What about the pensioners? The mem-
ber for Collie spoke about the pensioners
today, but he did not mention specifically
that the Government, through the Treas-
urer, had the audacity to take back from
the Pensioners their free travel conces-
sions. How can the Treasurer come here
with his published accounts which indicate
a huge surplus--the highest surplus in the
history of this State--and then face up
to the pensioners. After having told them
that the State was broke and he would
have to take away the free travel con-
cessions could the Treasurer now say to
them, "We should never have taken these
concessions away from you"? When all is
said and done these concessions would
have amounted to less than $1 million.

Taking away this concession from the
Pensioners was one more reason for cover-
ing up the great surplus. Of course the
Country Party-which I have pointed out
on many occasions seems to be hell-bent
on consigning itself to political oblivion
at an early dat-haR.s allowed the Treas-
uirer to come along and take action for
the Purpose of cushioning the blow in
regard to probate duty. The Treasurer
Pointed out that we do not have the
money to go the whole way, so we will do
it gradually. He said that If we reduce
or abandon probate duty, we will have to
Increase other taxes. If the accounts had
been prepared this year on the same
basis that they had been prepared for the
previous 147 years, probate duty could
have been abandoned overnight!

Mr Old: How much did you ease pro-
bate when you were in government?

Mr BERTRAM: I am not in a position
at the moment to give a direct answer
to that. I do know that the Country
Party voted with us-

Mr Old: You say it is easy to abolish,
so why did you not do It?

Mr BERTRAM: The Tonkin Govern-
ment did not have stacks of money, nor
did it fiddle around with the books. It
did not do that.

Mr Old: A weak argument.
Mr BERTRAM: If the Minister thinks

to the contrary, perhaps he can tell us how
the Tonkin Government cooked the books
comparably to what happened this year?

Mr Old: A weak argument.
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Mr T. J. Burke: Honest John-more
than you can say about your bloke.

Mr BERTRAM: A Government cannot
make concessions in regard to taxes unless
it has the financial capacity to do so, and
the Country Party would comprehend this.
The Tonkin Government did not have the
reserves which this Government most as-
suredly has. I shall proceed to show that
this is so.

I wish to raise another matter in which
the House will be most interested. The
Treasurer is one who habitually tells the
people that he is a private enterprise man
-whatever that means, because it has
never been defined. He believes the Gov-
ernment's activity in the State should be
kept down; that Government departments
and Government influence generally upon
the lives of the people of the community
-should be kept at a minimum. Let us see
just how well he has done this, and how
he has put things right.

The Treasurer came into power-as dis-
tinct from office-in 1974, unfortunately
for this State. For the year ended the
30th June, 1974, the total receipts of the
State were $567 683 368. and the total pay-
ments were $573 414 368. Members will be
staggered to learn, in view of what the
Treasurer tells the people--the Joe Blows,
as he not so affectionately refers to them
-that for the year ended the 30th June,
1976, the receipts for the State of Western
Australia were not $500 million; they were
not $600 million; they were not $700 mil-
lion: they were not $800 million, but they
were $950 861398.

The Budget for this year, as the Trea-
surer so proudly boasts, for the first time
exceeded $1 billion. .While the Treasurer
deplores, according to what he tells the
People, the growth of government and the
influence of goverrnent upon the people,
he boasts that he has taken the Budget to
$1 billion for the first time in our history!
I do not comprehend his attitude; I should
have thought that would be the last thing
he wanted to do.

It took us the whole period from 1829 to
1973 to reach a Budget of $473 million, or
perhaps it was closer to $474 million. It
took 144 years to reach a Budget of that
amount but it has taken roughly three
years for this present Court Government
to double the Budget, so that In fact
it is our first $1 billion Budget. All
the Treasurer can do is loudly blame
this on inflation, in fact, it is due to the
shameful, harsh, brutal, and unconscion-
able increase in rates, taxes, and charges
over the period of his administration,

It is interesting to observe also that in
the last few years-that is to say, during
the Government's term in power-the

stocks of stores in hand have almost
doubled. In two or three years the stock
held in Government stores has doubled.
That is a very convenient way to siphon
off profit, and there is nothing new about
it-it has been going on for years. That
is precisely what has happened, because
in answering a question about it, the Trea-
surer gave the figures which established
that fact.

We then come to the famous $8 million
suspense account in respect of salaries for
the State. There is also another amount
of $6 million which we understood would
go into the revenue of the State for the
Year ended the 30th June, 1976, but which
in fact never went into revenue at all.
So for the first time in history, a figure
approaching $6 million-I will give precise
figures later-which this Parliament had
been told would go into revenue, and which
previously had always gone into revenue,
never went Into revenue at all, and never
went into loan funds. What was the rea-
son for this? Had it gone into revenue,
instead of the surplus being $893 777, it
would have been $6 593 777. The Trea-
surer left this money in the suspense fund
rather than apply it to revenue as had
happened every other year. It did not go
into revenue and it did not go into
expenditure.

We are told that this money will not go
into revenue for the year ended the 30th
June, 1977. For the first time in history
the money is to go into the loan fund
for the year ended the 30th June, 1977.

The Auditor-General had a word or
two to say about this matter, but we will
come to that later. I would like to refer
firstly to what the Auditor-General had
to say at page 10 of his report of the 30th
June, 1976, in respect of the $8 million,
or thereabouts-the precise figure is
$7 993 401. The Auditor-General said-

The change in procedure was
made-

The Auditor-General is speaking about
the suspense accounting of the wages. To
continue-

-by the Treasury with the view to
establishing a stable basis for salary
budgeting in future years, the annual
charge to the Fund to be calculated
on a fixed Period of twenty-six pays
plus one day. While authority for
the charge to the Fund existed under
Section 34 (1) of the Audit Act, the
transfer was made under the provi-
sions of Section 34 (2) (a)-

So members will notice that apparently
great haste was involved. The money
had to be socked away somewhere or other,
so someone fastened on a, wrong section.
Everything was accomplished in such a
hurry, that the wrong section was chosen,
so to the extent that the department
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operated under the wrong section, it oper-
ated unlawfully at that time. To con-
tinue-

-as the most expedient and suitable
method of accounting.

"Expedient" means "politic" rather than
"Just". With accounting, politics should
not come into the operation; the account-
ing should be correct, and it should be
.just accounting. But that was the Auditor-
General himself speaking. He con-
tinued-

As a result, transfers from nine
salary votes, amounting to $2 808 830,
were made outside the specific pro-
visions of that subsection-

If they are outside the provisions of a
subsection, that seems to me to suggest
they were not lawful at that time. He
-continued-

in that they were made from the Ad-
vance to Treasurer appropriation ap-
proved under Treasury Regulation No.
132 and not from unexpended balances
of the votes concerned.

He then went on to say other things in
a somewhat unconvincing manner.

So, members will see that the Auditor-
General picked up this question of accruals
of wages and salaries and discussed it so
that at any event the public may know
in some detail his thinking, and what, ac-
cording to him, should have gone on in
respect of it. But in respect of the $6
million, the Auditor-General treats the
matter quite diff erently. All he said was--

In addition, the previous practice of
transferring to the Fund undisbursed
interest derived from the short term
investment of public moneys at the
close of the previous year, was not
applied during the year.

What he is doing here, so differently from
the accrued salaries question, is making a
bald statement telling members of Par-
liament and the public-the few who get
the opportunity to read this--Beware.
something unusual has happened here".
And, boy oh boy, it really was unusual!

What is the use of our having a Budget
debate on an Appropriation Bill introduced
in this place if the Treasurer, acting on his
own behalf and without any parliamentary
knowledge or approval, changes the Budget
content? In or about October, 1975, the
Treasurer introduced a Budget in which
he said that the Interest on short-term
investment-which, for the purposes of
this exercise, was roughly $6 million-
would be brought into the revenue for
the year ended the 30th June. 1976. So,
In the course of discussion, this was all
debated and the Appropriation Hill was
approved by the Parliament. and passed.

Then the Treasurer, acting unilaterally,
went through the whole year, ignored the
Budget as agreed to by the Parliament.
and simply retained the $6 million. He did

not tell anybody; he simply reduced reve-
nue by a cool $6 million. This step was
taken for the first time in history.

Sir Charles Court: I told the Parlia-
ment.

Mr BERTRAM: When?
Sir Charles Court: What do you think

the Budget is here for?
Mr BERTRAM: After the event?
Sir Charles Court: Will you tell us that

you disapprove of what was done? Will
you tell the people in various Government
iepartments, particularly the Metropo~itan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board, that you disapprove?

Mr BERTRAM: Of what-that I disap-
prove of a cool $6 million being kept out
of the revenue of this State, when it be-
longs in the revenue, and when the Par-
liament says that is where it is going?

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk nonsense!
Do You want men out of work?

Mr BERTRAM: I most certainly do not.
But that has nothing to do with it, and
the Treasurer knows it.

Sir Charles Court: It bas a great deal
to do with it.

Mr BERTRAM: Let us take the Govern-
ment Gazette for the 9th September, 1976.
The account on page 3321 is published
Pursuant to the requirements of section
49 of the Audit Act; it is a very simple
statement of account. I have Photocopied
this page for the information of members,
so that they will see how straightforward
it is. On the left-hand side of the page
there are receipts and Payments for the
year ended the 30th June, 1975: they are
put there for the purposes of comparison.
On the other side, we see the actual re-
ceipts and payments for the year ended
the 30th June, 1976.

This table is Just like the financial re-
port of the muart Hill Junior Football
Club, although the amounts dealt with are
somewhat larger, and the items are dif-
ferent. However, it is not a very intricate
statement; it is quite straightforward. It is
one which I believe the public Is entitled
to see and when Labor becomes Govern-
ment, It will make it its business to ensure
the public gets to see it. After all, they
are the principal shareholders; they pro-
vide all the cash.

There are only some hal a dozen entries
for Revenue. Under the heading "Re-
venue" members will see the item "De-
partmental". For the year ended the 30th
June, 1975, the departmental receipts were
$96 930 311. Curiously enough, for the year
ended the 30th June. 1976, the figure was
almost identical. This would tendt to lull
members Into a sense of security. The
receipts for 1976 were $97 734 966.

But that figure should have been roughly
$6 million more. When I Picked up this
document, I thought the figure was in-
cluded. When the Treasurer gave a de-
tailed statement to the people, by way of
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a Press release on the 3rd July this year,
he did not disclose the fact that the $6
million was not included;, yet it was a de-
tailed Press release which went on for three
or four pages.

I have a copy of it here, because the
Treasurer was good enough to table it. lHe
talked about $1 million here and a couple
of million dollars somewhere else and, I
think, even referred to $10 million where
stamp duty was too great. But there was
no mention of this $6 million which was
coolly plucked out.

Mr Harman: Shame!
Mr BERTRAM: The first knowledge this

Parliament had that the $6 million had
not gone where It belonged was on or
about the '7th October, 1976-that is to
say, over three months after these ac-
counts were presented. The accounts con-
tained no footnote or note of any sort to
draw attention to the fact that the $6
million was not included.

Sir Charles Court: Have you read the
Supply Bill second reading speech?

Mr BERTRAM: I most certainly have.
Did that speech mention the $0 million?

Sir Charles Court: I am asking the
question. Did you read the Supply Bill
speech?

Mr BERTRAM: I1 either read it or
heard it, or both. Did that speech make
any mention of the $6 million?

Sir Charles Court: I am Just asking you
whether you read it. If you had read the
speech you would understand what hap-
pened to the money,

Mr BERTRAM: The Treasurer seems
unwilling to answer the question, so I will
ask it again: Did the speech contain in-
formation relating to the $6 million from
interest on short-term investment? It did
not; it made no mention of an amount of
$6 million, which happens to be about 12
times the projected State surplus.

Sir Charles Court: What are you griping
about?

Mr BERTRAM: I have plenty to gripe
about, and I will tell the Treasurer about
It in a moment. That $6 million was not
mentioned at all.

Sir Charles Court; That $6 million was
designed to keep men employed. Your col-
leagues will not be very happy to hear the
way you are talking now. It Is the whole
crux of the matter.

Mr BERTRAM: I will say it Is! it must
go to capital works to be used for em-
ployment. The Treasurer has already re-
vealed he spent more than $1 million
from revenue in one hit for capital pur-
poses. I amn not going to be put off the
track by red herrings. Another $6 million
should have been added to the $97 million.
but it is not there.

Sir Charles Court: Do not talk rot!

Mr BERTRAM: I am not talking about
unemployment or anything else, but about
the correct figures which should be in this
statement. The Treasurer knows that $6
million should be in here. He also knows
that would increase the receipts for the
year to $956 million instead of $950 mil-
lion. He also knows that if he had not
added the $8 million for accrued wages
the expenditure would have been $942
million instead of $950 million.

If we add together the $6 million and
the $8 million, we find wye have $14 mil-
lion in those two figures alone, which
multiplies the projected surplus by ap-
proximately 28; if the figures were
prepared on a consistent basis, these
amounts would have been included this
year. if the same method of accounting
had been adopted this year as for the last
147 years these amounts would appear.
Never previously in our history has this
method of accounting been adopted. But
not nowhere is there a footnote or any
other sort of note indicating that there
has been a departure from the normal ac-
counting procedures.

Mr Sibson: How can you have them "not
nowhere"?

Mr BERTRAM: Hello-Speed Gordon
has arrived from Bunbury. I take his point
in regard to my slip of grammar. But do
not let us worry about the peanuts in this
place; I am telling the people of Bunbury
that the surplus is not $593 000, but that,
so far in my discussion I have been able
to show it is more like $14 million!

Mr Sibson: They will be pleased about
that.

Mr BERTRAM: They may be pleased
about it if they are happy about getting
ripped off unnecessarily in taxes. But the
Treasurer does not agree with the honour-
able member, because be has seen to it
that that surplus will not be disclosed, He
has been successful so far.

Sir Charles Court: How is that, if you
are making all these statements? How
have I tried to hide it?

Mr BERTRAM: If the Treasurer had
listened to my remarks he would know;
he has taken $6 million in cold blood out
of revenue.

Sir Charles Court: Why do you have to
talk sour rapes all the time?

Mr BERTRAM: I have always been
taught that accounts are supposed to be
consistent and correct.

Sir Charles Court: I hope you are not
casting aspersions at the Treasury or the
Auditor-General.

Mr BERTRAM: I certainly am not: the
Treasurer is the man responsible for those
departments,

Sir Charles Court: You are casting very
direct aspersions at the Treasury officers;
you are saying they have not prepared
their accounts properly.
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Mr BERTRAM: Let us not worry about
the red herrings; I have a few more
million dollars to which I wish to refer.

Mr Grayden: What is a bit of muck
raking to you?

Mr BERTRAM: We are not worrying
about that. Does the Minister for Labour
and Industry not understand a simple
cash statement? Perhaps I can show one
to him: he will probably be able to un-
derstand it. This is a very simple one:
this is a cash statement for the TUart
Hill Junior Football Club.

Sir Charles Court: That Is about your
level.

Mr Grayden: Did you have anything to
do with it?

Mr BERTRAM: Yes, and they won a
number of premierships; it is quite a good
little club.

Mr Grayden: The figures would be very
suspect in that case.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister can apply
himself to this statement: there is an in-
come of only $3 000 for the football sea-
son. Let not the Minister say he cannot
comprehend these figures!

Mr Harman: I do not think he can.
Mr BERTRAM: No, I think the menm-

ber for Maylands is being a bit harsh on
the Minister for Labour and Industry: he
should be able to understand these simple
figures.

Mr Grayden: What else would you know
about the matter, except muck raking?1

Mr BERTRAM: What the Minister is
trying to do is to get some dirt into
Hansard in order to protect his Premier.

Sir Charles Court: His Premier does not
need protecting. He is very proud of his
Budget.

Mr BERTRAM: The Minister will see
that the receipts for the football club are
clearly shown. The treasurer of this or-
ganisation had the decency-a word which
the Premier uses quite extensively-to put
an asterisk next to the item "Team photo-
graph 1976" and two asterisks next to
"Trophy night expenses". The amount
involved is only $215.38, so the Minister
for Labour and Industry will see there is
quite a difference between that and the
figure of $97 million with which we are
dealing now. The asterisks have been
placed there so that members of the foot-
bail club reading the statement of ac-
counts will know they need to take into
account certain factors relating to those
figures.

To give just those bald figures would
be false accounting. As an example, I put it
to You, Mr Acting Speaker, that once you
were the treasurer of a cricket club or a
bowling club, and had held that position for
some 10 years, and you presented a set of
accounts for the current year indicating
that the profit for the year was the same-
say, $500-as it had been for the Past 10

years, but you neglected, or refused, or
for some other reason did not wish to
inform the club that for the year ended
the 30th June, 1970, there was an addi-
tional income of $1 000 which, for argu-
ment's sake may have been a gift to the
club and had never been received before.
What do you think they would do after
they found out that you had not told
them? They would shoot you at dawn!

If there is a specific departure from
normal accounting in the course of a year,
one of the decent and proper things to
do when the accounts are published is to
Provide notations and footnotes, other-
wise the people reading the accounts get
a false picture.

These figures for 1975 were included so
that the people would know how the
figures compared. They are not placed
there for adornment; they are placed there
to allow pople to make comparisons.

The Treasurer, under the vote "Depart-
mental", indicated the revenue for 1975
was $95 million, and for 1976 it was $97
million, but the last figure should be
$103 million.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaile):
The honourable member has five more
minutes.

Mr BERTRAM, I take great exception
to the fact that the Premier should have
Produced accounts without proper nota-
tion, aind for not disclosing when he re-
leased his Press statement in respect of
these accounts the existence of the $6
million. We found that out only when
the Supply Bill was introduced. It was
buried in the usual pages of verbiage. The
first that the people and this Parliament
knew about the $6 million was when the
Loan Bill was introduced. This is not
a loan matter but a revenue matter. Un-
less a person is a Sherlock Holmes or a
Perry Mason he would be unaware of this
$6 million.

Sir Charles Court: Turning to the Sup-
ply Bill, you are still claiming that this
question of interest for the works pro-
gramme was not mentioned in the Supply
Bill speech.

Mr BERTRAM: What I am asking the
Treasurer is whether in the debate on
the Supply Bill he revealed the fact that
the $6 million which was to go into
revenue did not go in.

Sir Charles Court: I invite your atten-
tion to my comments when I introduced
the Supply Bill, recorded at page 1582 of
the current Mansard. This clearly sets out
the Government's treatment of interest.
Apparently you have not read those com-
ments.

Mr BERTRAM: It did say that $6 mil-
lion had come in?

Sir Charles Court: I do not wish to
take up the time of the House in repeating
those comments.

Mr BERTRAM: We do not mind.



4162 ASSEMBLY]

Sir Charles Court: My comments were--
To achieve a balanced Budget in

1975-76 It was expected that it would
be necessary to bring into Consoli-
dated Revenue an amount of $6.479
million from moneys earned by the
investment of the State's cash re-
sources on the short-term money
market during 1974-75. However, by
exercising tight control on expendi-
tine throughout the year, it was found
possible to avoid having to draw on
this reserve in 1975-76. It is intended
to draw on this balance to support
the State's capital works programme
in the coming year.

Mr BERTRAM: The Supply Bill was in-
troduced on the 5th August last. What
about the people who had the accounts
from the 30th June to the 5th August?

Sir Charles Court: The Treasurer told
Parliament about this when he intro-
duced the Supply Bill. Why do you dis-
tort the situation?

Mr BERTRAM: I am not.
Sir Charles Court: You are not being

fair to the Treasury officers or myself.
I can defend myself, but they cannot.

Mr BERTRAM: The accounts do not
reveal the true state of the finances.

Sir Charles Court: You can reflect on
me, because I can defend myself; but I
take exception to your denigrating the
Treasury officers who prepared this state-
ment and who cannot defend themselves.

Mr Davies: You will crawl out. Blame
the department!

Mr BERTRAM: I have only a few
minutes left. As I understand the posi-
tion, the State Engineering Works has a
debt to pay to the State amounting to
$400 307, and that has not been brought
into revenue. The Treasurer has given
an unsatisfactory explanation.

Sir Charles Court: I have given the
facts.

Mr BERTRAM: The State Engineering
Works owes the money and it has not been
paid in. These figures do not disclose
that debt. I have an idea that other
departments owe millions of dollars and
that has not been shown. My time has
nearly elapsed, but I will have an oppor-
tunity later on to go into this matter
further.

MRt WATT (Albany) (5.33 p.m.): I
welcome this opportunity to speak In sup-
port of the Budget, firstly because of the
overall effect which I believe the Budget
will have on the State. and secondly It will
provide me with the opportunity to air
some of the matters affecting my elect-
orate and some of the problems confront-
ing It.

Overall, I consider the Budget to be
quite a sound and sensible one, largely
because we were able to achieve a balanced

Budget last year. and this year we are
aiming to do the same. That means we
do not have to dip into new areas of the
Budget to fund a deficit before we get
started.

It seems to me there are amongst us a
few people whose economic policy-I do
not consider myself to be an expert In
economics--is to borrow as much as pos-
sible today, In the knowledge that someone
will have to worry about repaying it to-
morrow; and with Inflation being as It is
it will be easier to repay the money bor-
rowed.

It seems to me that was the type of
philosophy the Whitlam Government fol-
lowed and which led it Into so many prob-
lems that It brought about the demise of
that Government.

Mr Bertram: That was not the reason.
You know what brought about that demise.

Mr WAIT: The Government should be
complimented for Introducing a responsible
Budget which will benefit the whole State.
I wish to comment on some Items in the
Budget.

one of the most emotive areas of Gov-
erment spending In recent years is the
expenditure on education. This Year the
Budget has provided $258 million to be
spent on education, and it is a record vote.
its purpose Is aimed at the overall im-
provement in the quality of education in
this State.

When we look at the amount of $258
million to be spent on education. it Is In-
teresting to note that a sum In the order
of $206 million-which Is about 80 per
cent of the vote-is to be spent on sal-
aries and wages. When we talk about the
expenditure on education we should not
lose sight of the fact that so much of the
vote is to be spent on salaries and wages.

It is a little disturbing to learn that at
the moment the Teachers' Union is making
a claim on behalf of the primary school
teachers for a p~riod of time to be spent
outside the classroom. As I read the figure
that has been reported, the additional
cost to the State will be In the order of
$8 million for the appointment of ad-
ditional teachers to support that system.
If the Government is able to find $8 mil-
lion for that purpose, it would be far
better to spend the money on new rolling
stock for the Albany Progress train ser-
vice. In my opinion the improvement In
that service would serve a much better
purpose.

More than 1 000 additional school staff
of all categories are to be appointed next
year, and a further financial burden will
be placed on the Government. I amn pleased
to note some of this staff will be appointed
to meet the additional demands of tech-
nical education.

I think the Government can say with
just pride that it has been effective in
reducing the teacher-pupil ratio in the
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schools in the last few years. In the last
decade that ratio for the primary schools
fell from 33:1 to 24:1, and for the second-
ary schools from 21:1 to 14:1. I think
that Is a most worth-while achievement.
As I said earlier it will certainly play a
part in helping to improve the overall
Quality of education.

One of the provisions in respect of ed-
ucation with which I am particularly
Pleased is the new travel subsidy based on
a Pier capita distance-travelled basis
which will be introduced next year for
students competing in the country high
schools annual sports carnival in Perth.
Of course, the further from Perth that a
school Is located, the higher is the cost
involved in travelling to this carnival. Like
other country members I appreciate any
relief that can be provided to the parents
of students affected.

In Albany the schools continue to prog-
ress fairly satisfactorily by and large, but
of course a few problems exist. The four
primary schools in Albany are growing
steadily. The Albany Primary School is
faced with a problem In that there are
inadequate playground areas, and we are
faced with a problem In trying to acquire
additional land because the school is
located In a built-up area and the size of
th6 school is increasing. It is diffcult to
obtain additional land, without paying an
axceptlonally high price.

The Spencer Park School is growing at
a faster rate than I1 believe to be healthy.
I hope the Government will soon give
consideration to the establishment of a
new schcol-I think the member for Stirl-
ing shares my view-at Mlinders Park to
draw off the numbers attending Spencer
Park School and bring the size of the
school down to a more manageable level
and at the same time Provide relief to the
people in my electorate who are disadvant-
aged by this problem.

Three of the primary schools in the Al-
bany electorate are soon to be equipped
with dental therapy clinics. They will ser-
vice not only the particular schools in
which they are established: it is intended
also that each school will share its clinic
with the surrounding schools, including the
private schools and the church schools.

Mr Davies: Thanks to the Whitlam Gov-
ernment.

Mr WATT: There is also to be a mobile
clinic operating from Albany to service the
smaller schools within the region.

The high school at Albany provides the
biggest problem, because of overcrowding.
It now has in excess of 1 300 students
which Is the highest enrolment of any
country high school. I have been urging
the Government to make a decision on the
future of that school. it seems to me the
Government has two alternatives. It can
either make a decision now to commence
work on a new high school, or it can adopt

what I believe to be a departure from the
normal policy by establishing a new school
so that we have a split in the two levels
of education, and have an upper and a
lower school.

Land has been set aside for the purpose
of a new high school adjacent to the Al-
bany Technical High School. The sooner
a decision is made the happier will be
the parents of the students attending that
school. The problem arises largely be-
cause of the very large number of tem-
porary buildings at the Albany High
School. In the Albany schools generally
we have in the order of 10 per cent of the
total number of the old Bristol Prefa-
bricated classrooms in the whole of the
State.

There are .approximately 160 of these
prefabricated classrooms. On my reckon-
ing- there are 16 in the Albany area, and
that represents 10 per cent of the total
number. The standard of those buildings
is not good; they are cold in winter, and
hot In summer. The sooner we can Pet
rid of them the happier we will be. This
provides an ideal opportunity for the Gov-
ernment to decide on the high school
policy for the future which is rather
unique, because it can formulate Plans
now without making any of the existing
buildings in any way redundant.

In the last year we saw in Albany a
new primary school opened by St. Joseph's
Convent. it, together with Ave Maria Col-
lege, Christian Brothers' College, and the
John Calvin School, will benefit from
the increase in Per capita grants to the
independent schools. That grant has been
increased from 23 per cent of the esti-
mated cost of educating a student in a
Government school, to 25 Per cent of the
estimated cost. I am quite certain that
the narents of children who attend Private
schools In Albany will welcome that in-
crease.

One other area which always seems to
he viewed with some emotion when
Budrets are framed is the expenditure on
health matters. Once again we see a re-
cord expenditure of $297 million being
allocated to health.

We arrive at an interesting statistic when
we add the allocation of $297 million for
health to the allocation of $253 million for
education: the total represents approxi-
mately 55 Per cent of the Budeet of the
State. The increase in the Budrret relat-
ing to the expenditure on hospital servlce9
generally is 20 per cent in this financial
year. This indicates the tremendous
strain on the resources of the State in
this area.

In view ef the controversy which has
existed during the past year, it is also
pleasing to me to note there is to be a
significant increase of 31 per cent in ex-
penditure on mental health. Those fami-
lies who have a problem in this area will
certainly welcome that increase.
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I now want to go on to another matter
and spend a little time commenting on the
celebrations which are to commence in
Albany on the 26th December, this year,
to mark the sesquicentenary of this State
-nd for those who have difficulty pro-
nouncing that word I will mention that
it is the 150th anniversary.

I am certain that most members will
realise there has been some conflict as to
whether Albany was receiving its rightful
place in the history of this State. That
place seems to have been accepted, or the
problem resolved; certainly there is much
less controversy now.

The occasion of the celebrations to be
held in Albany is rather more important
than just an incident in the history of the
State. Australian history was made when
Major Lockyer arrived in Western Aus-
tralia and took possession of all land west
of longitude 1350 in the name of the
British Crown. It was a military outpost
of NSW and historical records show that
the settlement was established because
there was a fear the French had designs
on this country, and intended to take pos-
session of it. When the settlement was
established it was known as Frederick's
Town and was later changed to Albany.

A varied and interesting programme of
events has been planned to run throughout
the whole of the year, and 1977 should
be the highlight in the history of the town.
I am certain the residents of Albany will
get behind the programme of events, and
make it a truly festival year. We have a
unique opportunity not only to celebrate
an historical occasion, but also to make it
most entertaining. I would like to record
my appreciation of the work done in pre-
paring the programme for the town coun-
cil.

The promotion officer and the promo-
tion committee have spent many harrow-
ing hours in bringing the programme to its
conclusion. I hope the people of the town
will get behind the organisers to make the
celebrations the success they deserve to be.
The Government should also be com-
mended for its generosity in making avail-
able to the town council a grant of $75 000
towards the high cost involved in promo-
ting the programme. In additionl to that
sum, $15 000 has been provided by the
Government towards the cost of masts,
rigging, and above-deck fittings for the
Amity project which is nearing completion.
The brig Amity was the ship on which
Major Lockyer arrived in Albany. A full-
size replica of the brig is nearing corn-
pletion on the spot where Major Lockyer
landed in 1826. Its completion will coin-
cide with the celebrations.

The celebrations will come under vari-
ous categories. On the historical side, the
principal event which will take place will
be a re-enactment of the first landing in
King George Sound. It will be celebrated

on the 26th December, and will be a gala
occasion with all the pagentry and trap-
pings which go with a re-enactement of
that type.

Mr B. T. Burke: Are you on the corn-
mnittee? You are doing a good job In
promoting the celebrations.

Mr WATT: I am trying to do that be-
cause I want everyone to know what is to
take Place in the town of Albany. It will
probably be the biggest year in the history
of the town.

Mr B. T. Burke: I am not being critical.
Mr WATT: I certainly hope I am get-

ting my message across. The member for
Balga. will be welcome to come down and
stay for a week or two.

A flag-raising ceremony will be con-
ducted on the 21st January, 1977, to cele-
brate Proclamation Day. Major Lockyer
took formal possession of that part of the
State on the 21st January, 150 years ago.

A Series of other activities will take
place. There wiil be a cultural programme,
which will provide light entertainment.

Mr May: Would It not be easier to put
out a pamphlet?

Mr WATT: In case the member for
Clontarf did not receive a copy of the pro-
gramme, I will let him know its contents
now. On the sporting side, one of the high-
lights of the celebration programme will
be a visit by the United Kingdom jockey,
Lester Piggott. He has been engaged to
ride at a race meeting in Albany. The
organisers have gone to considerable
trouble to make the celebrations a success.

One of the biggest events which we hope
will take place in March, and coinciding
with the celebrations, will be a visit to
Albany by the Queen. we visualise that
visit as being the biggest single event. The
Premier is probably getting a little tired
of my continually suggesting that we have
first priority when it comes to a visit by
the Queen.

Sir Charles Court: Some other towns in
this State have similar ideas.

Mr Skidmore: Yes, Midland.
Mr WATT: I do hope the Queen will be

able to Visit Albany. I have complete con-
fidence that when plans have been final-
ised for her visit Albany will be included
in the itinerary.

Sir Charles Court: I am afraid you have
a fair number of competitors.

Mr WATT: I would now like to comment
on the economy of the town of Albany.
The latest census statistics show that the
population of the town itself has not
grown very much, The average annual rate
of Increase was 0.21 per cent. However, the
whole of the shire has Increased at the
rate of 4.41 per cent per annum, due
mainly to a fairly dramatic increase In
the development of residential land.

4164



(Thursday, 18 November, 1976]116

Mr Stephens: I thought it might have
been because Albany is next door to the
electorate of Stirling.

Mr WATT: Not only has the member
for Stir-ling a pretty face, but he also has a
sense of humour. There has not been any
spectacular growth in any one area, but
the usual barometers on which we judge
the economy of a town indicate that
Albany is in a healthy state. The baro-
meters indicate it has a fairly prosperous
community.

The building industry, which is one of
the barometers, shows that over 100
houses are under construction in the town.
I have been told that the builders cannot
take any orders for the next six months,
and that is a healthy sign.

Shops and business premises are ex-
tremely scarce, and I do not think there
is a vacant shop in the town unless it is
one which has been condemned and has
to be demolished.

Another barometer, industrial activity,
reveals there is a number of small but
thriving industries. Indeed, recently the
regional officer In the town undertook a
survey amongst some 40 small1 businesses
in an effort to find out whether or not
they were adequately housed in their pre-
sent situations. He discovered there is a
need for considerable expansion by most
of the small businesses. The proprietors,
in most cases, believed they would soon
reqiiire larger premises, but they are not
available and so the businesses are re-
stricted in their growth.

of the 40 businesses surveyed, 45 to 50
per cent of the proprietors said they would
be looking for larger premises in the near
future. I am pleased to note that the In-
dustrial Lands Development Authority is
accepting the challenge, and has recom-
mended to the Government that it should
embark on a programme different from
the normal procedure. The suggestion is
that instead of just purchasing land, the
Government should actually build small
factories to enable those people in Albany
to expand their businesses.

Such a programme would not only fill
the obvious need for more factory space,
but also it is reasonable to assume it would
result In a number of other advantages.
Many businesses are In the position where
they can expand, and I hope the proposal
put forward by ILDA is accepted.

The future of the fishing industry at
Albany shows considerable promise.
Southern Ocean Fish Processors have been
operating in Albany for some time, but
the company has been fraught with diffi-
cult times since It commenced operations.
The reasons are many and varied. There
have been some staff difficulties, involving
considerable turnover, the reason for which
I do not know.

The company imported three trawlers
from the United Kingdom. One has been
out of action for a long time with a major
mechanical breakdown, and another ran
aground causing much more damage than
was at first thought. The business was de-
signed to operate in conjunction with
three trawlers, but it has had to operate
with only one trawler, so it will be appre-
ciated that the overheads, cannot be ser-
viced from the operations of that one
trawler.

The company has been able to prove
the fish stock in the Great Austral ian
Bight. There have been various attempts,
at different times, to prove the fish stocks
in the Great Australian Bight, but the
results have never been documented. The
company went into its operations with
only its own assessment of what the posi-
tion could be, but the actual catches have
exceeded expectations. At the moment
the company is negotiating with British
United Trawlers for a proposed merger.
If the merger does come about, and I
am optimistic that it will, not only
will it solve the problems of the company,
but it will also establish the fishing in-
dustry at Albany.

It is proposing to bring in some more
trawler ships-I think three of a con-
siderably larger size. These will allow the
people In the fishing industry to gain
experience which perhaps has not been
previously available. I look forward to
an expanding and prosperous wet fish
industry in Albany in the near future.

Mr Skidmore: They need a far better
boat than they are trying to use at the
present time.

Mr WATT: The ones that it is planned
to bring in are considerably larger. I
think they are of the North Sea trawler
style.

Mr Skidmore: The problem is that the
Water where the Continential Shelf starts
is very deep and makes It difficult to fish.

Mr WATT: i am prepared to accept that
the people in charge of British United
Trawlers-I believe the biggest trawler
fishing company in the United Kingdom-
have researched this matter. I have every
confidence in them; they have entered into
an agreement with Southern Ocean Fish
Processors Pty. Ltd.

Mr Skidmore: I am merely recalling
that some 20 years ago the trawlers used
during a previous fishing venture were
unsuited to deep sea trawling,

Mr WATT: Yes, the old Comiles and
Ben Dearg. One of the continuing prob-
lems we face is the amount of trade that
Passes through the port. Over the years
we have seen a decrease in the amount of
trade through regional Ports, although the
volume of shipping is fairly steady at the
moment with exports perhaps showing
some improvement. However, this reflects
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generally the previous grain season. The
Albany region in this particular year is
having an exceptionally good season, un-
like some of the other areas in the north-
ern part of the State which have suf-
fered drought conditions. i- arm dlams are
full, pastures are lush, and stock is in
exceptionally good condition. We have
every reason to expect that there will
be plenty of grain to keep up the export
of grain next year.

Mr Davies: Any rust?
Mr WATT: There Is rust in some areas,

but It is still a good crop.
The Budget contains an allocation of

$1 million for deepening the port. At
present It has a. depth of 10.1 metres, and
when tenders are called, two quotes will
be asked for-one for deepening the har-
bour to 11.5 metres and the other for
deepening it to 12.2 metres. I am hoping
that the difference between the two ten-
ders will be so small, bearing In mind the
establishment costs of taking dredges to
the site, that the tender for the lower
depth will be accepted.

The $1 million provided will just be a
start for this project, and in Budgets
in the coming years we will see provision
for the completion of the project.

Dredging will be accomplished in two
ways; firstly by trailer suction dredging
which will take the spoil dredged up out
to sea to be dumped, and secondly, the
spoil will be used to landfill an area which
at the moment Is neither use nor orna-
ment. This is the area at the end of
Princess Royal Drive, and when that pro-
ject is completed, Princess Royal Drive
will be extended right through to service
Thomas Borthwick and Sans factory, as
well as the fuel servicing depots and the
Hunt Canning Company in that particular
area. At the same time It will have the
effect of allowing heavy transport, which
now passes through the centre of town,
to bypass the town centre and relieve it
of a considerable noise problem as well as
a traffic hazard.

It Is amazing that we have had no
serious accidents In the area. As members
know, the main street of Albany is on a
fairly steep hill, and many large trucks
travel up and down this street. It is sur-
prising, but certainly most fortunate,
that we have never had the problem of
a, vehicle getting out of control on this
bill, and I hope that we never do.

The harbour deepening was one of the
recommendations of the Hartley report.
Captain Hartley was commissioned to In-
vestigate the problems of declining trade
at the Port of Albany. The deepening of
the harbour was perhaps the most im-
portant recommendation of that report,
and I think It would be fair to say that
that was the one matter to which we did
not need our attention drawn.

The port authority and the Government
have been aware of the problem for somne
time, and they have now decided to do
something about It. One of the improve-
ments that will go hand In glove with the
deepening of the port is the extension of
the Co-operative Bulk Handling facilities
at the port. These extensions also will be
most welcome.

The tendency is towards larger ships
now, but the port is limited, not only as to
the site of ships but also as to the rate
at which CEM's grain-loading facilities
can fill those ships. I believe theoretically
the maximum grain loading rate Is about
400 tons an hour, but if these facilities
were operated at more than 250 tons an
hour, they would be likely to fall to bits.
Although my statement may sound a little
unkind, I believe that 250 tons an hour
is the maximum rate of these facilities.

Since I last spoke In the House about
shipments of wool, there have been a
number of developments, all encouraging.
The number of bales shipped through
the part has Increased and this is due
mainly to the activities of the Australian
Wool Commission which has established
Its own store at Albany. The commission
buys and stores wool in Albany, and when
it Is filling an order, the wool is shipped
out In a large consignment through the
port. In the past a large percentage of
that wool would probably have been
shipped out through Fremantle.

We now have periodic visits by the
roll-on roll-off ships of the Scan Austral
line which lift approximately 10 000 bales
at a time. Usually these ships can be
loaded In about 24 hours, which Is quite
an achievement for a small port.

The firm of Western Livestock has also
entered the market of selling wool in
Albany, and this is a very good thing.
when Dalgety sold out to Western Live-
stock, the remaining partners In Albany
Wool Stores-Elders and Wesfarmers-ex-
ercised their option and purchased the
Dalgety shares. This meant that Western
Livestock could not use the facilities of
that store, and it decided to take the
fairly bold step of building Its own facil-
ities. This store is in the final stages of
erection at the moment, and it will have
approximately 40000 square feet of floor
space. This new wool store will be opened
next month. I think the company is to
be congratulated on the enterprise It has
shown in the Albany district.

Many attempts have been made to at-
tract a wool-tap industry to Albany, but
without success. I know that in many
other areas feasibility studies have bean
conducted and attempts have been made
to secure this industry.

We have had European, Japanese,
British, and even some Australian interests
all looking around the State at different
times, but so far no result has been
achieved. Recently we had a. visit from
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a private entrepreneur from the Eastern
States, who advised he may be interested
after a proper, professional feasibility
study has been carried out. Such a study
has been undertaken by the Albany Town
Council and I1 would like to place on re-
cord my appreciation of the fact that it
has grasped the nettle and commissioned
a study to ascertain whether or not the
industry Is feasible.

This is something that has to be done
otherwise, like a babbling brook, the mat-
ter will go on forever without anything
being done. If we find out once and for all
whether an industry of this type can be
sustained, we will know where we are
going, and we will have in document form
all the factors which must be considered
in respect of an industry of this type,

If the entrepreneur to whom I referred
is unable to proceed with the industry,
then at least we would have something in
black and white which could be used as
the basis for negotiations with any other
company that shows an interest in the
future,

The study is due to be completed in the
very near future, and if the result is as
favourable as we hope it will be and an
industry is established, it will process in
the order of 80 000 bales of wool a year.
It goes without saying that an industry
of that type would have a profound effect
on the economy of the town and on the
employment situation. and we would also
have all the general benefits which accrue
from such an Industry.

However, as I mentioned in an earlier
debate, one positive thing that is about to
happen is the expansion of Albany Woollen
Mills Ltd. into carpet yarn production. A
logical extension of this would be to estab-lish a carpet manufacturer within the
State-hopefully in Albany, and that
also would be a tremendous boost to the
town.

I would like to mention another baro-
meter of the prosperity of aL town. I refer
to unemployment. The latest figures
released for the Albany district show that
2.88 per cent of the work force is unem-
ployed. The actual number is 513, and of
that number only 141 are unemployed in
Albany. The figure of 2.88 per cent com-
pares most favourably with the State
average of 3.6 Per cent and the latest
national figure of 4.4 per cent. Therefore,
it can be seen that the unemployment
situation in Albany has improved drama-
tically.

I think it Is fair to say that no unem-
ployment is really acceptable, but Albany
Is probably as well placed now as it Is
ever likely to be, with a figure of only 141
unemployed. Some of that number are
Aborigines who are unskilled and who, like
some others, are in and out of jobs so
often that they have established a bad
employment record. When an employer
who Is looking for a permanent employse

is faced with a prospective employee who
has had six jobs in as many months, he
is reluctant to put him on.

That figure also includes a number of
people who are physically handicapped in
some way; by that I mean, for example,
some workers may have injured their
backs lifting bales in the wool store and
are not in a position to carry on that
occupation.

Mr Barnett called attention to the state
of the House.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaikie):
'There is a quorum present.

Mr Ridge: Somebody is sick on that side.
Mr Clarko: That would be smarter than

his normal interjections.
The ACTING SPEAKER; Order! The

member for Albany.
Mr WATT: As I was saying, of the total

number of those currently unemployed in
Albany, some are unskilled, which makes
them a lot more difficult to place, and
others are handicapped. When We Consider
that many of those types make up the
number of unemployed, it means that we
have what I would describe as virtually
lull employment In Albany. I am told by
the officer in charge of the Commonwealth
Employment Service in Albany that some-

Mr Taylor: You have the best; the rest
have gone I

Mr Clarko: Do you feel lonely?
Mr WATT: -prospective employers are

actually waiting for school leavers to come
onto the employment market to fill some
vacancies.

Mr Clarko: I suppose Mansard will
realise only two Opposition members are
present.

Mr WATT: I consider that to be an ex-
tremely healthy sign.

Mr Clarko: I hope Mansard recorded
that interjection.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
member for Karrinyup, will cease inter-
jecting and the member for Albany -will
continue.

Mr WATT: Thank You, Sir. When one
considers that the unemployment position
in Albany as recently as July, 1976, was as
high as 5.08 per cent, one appreclatrs that
we have made a dramatic improvement
in unemployment by reducing it to 2.88 p~r
cent at the present time.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr WATT:- In the short time which
remains to me, I should like to mention
two or three other matters. I was re-
ferring to some of the barometers by which
we determine the prosperity of a town
or region. one such barometer to which
I should like to direct a few comments
is tourism. This is a rapidly expanding
industry in the great southern area. I
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have a distinct feeling that Western Aus-
tralia is about to take off on a tourist
boom, largely because of the recent com-
pletion of the sealing of the Eyre Highway.
Already, we have seen a dramatic increase
in the amount of traffic travelling from
Esperanee through what we call the
Leeuwin Way. I believe this will have
a very distinct bearing on the prosperity
of the Albany region.

The Department of Tourism does an
excellent job but unfortunately it has
limited finance. This is one of the criti-
cisms I make of the Budget; I would like
to see an increase in spending on the
Promotion of tourism in Western Aus-
tralia. I realise that in the overall scheme
of things, the Government has its priori-
ties and sees things differently from I,
but I would like to see more money made
available to this area.

In the past, I have criticised the set-
UP of the Western Australian Travel
Centre, and I make the same criticism
again tonight. The WA Travel Centre
is funded completely by the Government,
while country tourist bureaus receive only
a subsidy from the Government, and must
depend for the balance of their finance
upon financial support from shire councils,
membership subscriptions, trading opera-
tions with travel agencies and the like.
I agitated about this a year or so ago,
and they received an increase in their
subsidy, but it is still not enough.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three minutes remaining.

Mr WATT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I
turn briefly to the subject of consumer
affairs. The Bureau of Consumer Affairs
has conducted a series of meetings through-
out the country and I believe it has done
good job. I look forward with interest to
the results of its survey. many of the
Problems raised at the series of meetings
are still occurring, and I should like to
quote one particular example to the House.

I refer to two advertisements, one which
appeared in the Daily News in Perth, and
the other which appeared in the Albany
Advertiser; both advertisements were for
the David Jones store, and related to
Vulcan heaters. The price in Perth was
quoted as $269, complete with an oil tank.
But the seane heater in Albany cost $269,
without the oil tank. Therefore, it costs
the Albany consumer an additional $50
to install exactly the same heater as his
metropolitan counterpart.

As far as I am concerned, that is just
not good enough. Country people are
being disadvantaged. I have taken the
matter up with the Bureau Of Consumer
Affairs which informed me that the mat-
ter had been referred to the Trade Prac-
tices Commission. Apparently, the prac-
tice of supplying free tanks generally
has been discontinued, but one company
is operating with permission until the
matter is resolved.

Mr T. D. Evans: That matter was re-
ferred to the bureau by the member for
IRalgoorlie. I completely agree with you.

Mr WATT: I compliment the honour-
able memnber fnr doing so. because it is an
unfair situation.

Mr Old: I believe it was the Caltex
Company.

Mr WATT: Yes, I think it was Caltex
which supplied the free oil tanks. I blame
the oil company, niot the retailer.

Mr Bertram: When we put some cheap
petrol on the market, the minister for
Labour and Industry disapproved.

Mr WATT: The next matter is a bit of
a hardy annual; I refer, of course, to the
Albany Progress train. Despite rumours
that the service will be discontinued, it
is still running, and I am very grateful
to the Government for that. However. I
am far from happy about the standard
of service being provided. The first-class
sleeper coaches are the old Westlander
coaches, and they are in an appalling
condition. in fact, the second-class
coaches give a much better ride and are
in a better condition. I realise the Gov-
ernment is in a difficult situation because3
it needs $7 million to provide new rolling
stock. However, the fact is that as long
as the train keeps running the Govern-
ment will have to spend some money to
improve the standard of service offered.
I am sure it could be done.

Fin ally, I refer to the appointment of
Mr K. R. Marshall, the Regional Admin-
istrator for the great southern area. The
way I read it, he comes to us extremely
well qualified, and brings with him a
wealth of experience in local government
matters, regional administration and busi-
ness activities. I am looking forward to
working with him for what I believe will
be the advancement of the great southern
region through what I confidently predict
will be a time of great progress and pros-
perity for the town and the region. With
those remarks, I have much pleasure in
supporting the Budget.

MT, BARNETT (Rockingham) [7.35
p.m.): It would be remiss of me not to
take this opportunity as have other mem-
bers who have contributed to the Bud-
get debate to refer to areas in my elec-
torate wvhich need serious consideration
by this Government and also by the Gov-
ernment which will be in power next year
-hopefully, it will be this side of the
House which is successful at the next
election.

Mr Speaker, you will be aware that this
debate has been in progress for some
time. Like other members, I prepared my
contribution some weeks ago and I must
compliment the Government because, al-
ready, the first item to which I was going
to refer has been acted upon.

Mr Taylor: Two days ago.
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Mr BARNETT: As my colleague inter-
jects, action was taken two days ago.
However, I should still like to mention
the matter, even though promises have
been made to rectify the situation. I re-fer to the Problems being experienced at
the Baldivis School which, I believe, should
be classified as a metropolitan school even
though it is situated in rural surrounds.

Members who have paid attention to
Proceedings in the House would know that
I have raised this matter on many occa-
sions by way of debate and also in numer-
ous questions to the Minister in an en-
deavour to have the school buildings
either upgraded or replaced. I have raised
the matter in Parliament, in my local
newspaper, by way of deputation and in
questions.

I brought with me tonight a Press clip-
ping. As it probably will be difficult for
members to see it across the Chamber, I
will describe the pictures in it just
to give an indication of the condi-
tions being imposed upon the children of
the area. Baldivis School currently con-
sists of some two buildings, both of which
are used as classrooms. The headline on
the front page of the newsaper states.
"Baldivis School still a shambles" and
the article goes on to state-

Baldivis Primary School is still In
the news. The reason-almost noth-
ing has been done since an article
appeared in the "Sound Advertiser"
late last year.

Through the efforts of that newspaper.
the parents and citizens association and
the local member, the Government finally
has promised the people of Baldivis a new
school. Members may recall my descrip-
tion of the dilapidated condition of the
school buildings last time I raised the
matter. They included: White ants in the
floor boards, with holes large enough for
children to fall through; and, verandah
railings, some 4 feet from the ground situ-
ated adjacent to the first grade classroom,
falling apart at a touch. A terrible acci-
dent could have occurred but fortunately
we had them fixed in time.

The staff room, where the headmaster
is expected to conduct interviews with the
parents, look after the administration of
the school, and keep all the documents
relating to the school as well as all the
sporting equipment is a room some six
feet by four feet! A picture of that room
appears on the front page of my local
newspaper. It is absolutely disgusting; it Is
no more than a broom closet.

Mr Nanovich: no You own the news-
paper?

Mr BARNETT: No, but I understand
the editor of the newspaper is a very
forthright, far-sighted person and when
he sees a problem he brings it before the
people, just as I bring it before the Par-
liament.
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Even though the Government has pro-
mised me that a new school in this area
would be scheduled in 1977. because this
Is in my opinion the worst school in terms
of building facilities in the whole State, I
believe it is certainly not before time and
that the Government did not have very
much option in any event. But I am grate-
ful for what it has done.

The second school I wish to mention is
Safety Bay Primary School. As I have
already mentioned, I compiled my notes
two or three weeks ago, but last night I
was speaking about Safety Bay Primary
School to a person who was involved in
the planning department of the Education
Department some seven Years ago. He is
no longer with the Education flepartnment
but I discussed with him what he remem-
bered of the Safety Bay Primary School
and other schools during his term with the
Education Department as an administra-
tive officer.

He said that seven years ago when he
was in charge of this particular depart-
ment a new cluster was provided for Safety
Bay Primary School. It was intended that
the old buildings the new cluster re-
placed were to be removed, but the old
buildings are still there and nio repairs
have been done on them.

I must admit that the Government does
have a reasonably civic-minded Minister
for Education and he did visit nearly all
the schools in my electorate. This was one
of the schools that he visited some two
years ago. I was very grateful for that be-
cause on visiting the school he agreed that
the particular sections to which I referred
earlier are in need of urgent repairs and
renovations. He agreed that some of the
jobs were most urgent and he felt that
although they could possibly be done bit
by bit, they would certainly be done.

That was two years ago and the P & C
has constantly written through the right
channels to the Minister, the Education
Department and the Public Works Depart-
ment asking for some work to be done at
this school. The P & C at this particular
school is a very capable body. It does a lot
of work not only for the school but also
for the area; and it has pointed out time
and time again to the Minister that the
numbers of children attending Safety Bay
Primary School are increasing almost
weekly.

So we have reached the stage where the
P & C for a period of two Years has con-
tacted all the right departments--It has
done everything correctly-and still no
work has been done. Although I have
introduced this matter in questions in the
House previously in which I asked the
Minister whether action had been taken
at the school, this is the first time I have
raised it in debate.

Perhaps I should outline some of the
things that are wrong with this old build-
ing. The toilet block used at the moment
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by the children used to serve the old,
school, and It is still serving the school.
The toilet doors have no locks or handles
on them. One just kind of pushes them.
Once upon a time It was an acceptable
standard that one just pushed the door
if one wanted to go in, and if somebody
was there one waited. But in this day
and age even children can expect to shut
the door and to have some privacy when
they are going to the toilet. Surely it is
not too much to ask the Government to
Put a few locks on the doors. I am ask-
Ing for some money to be spent on that
small item.

Now I am going to save the Govern-
ment some money by asking it to paint
the tin roof on the building. Put a bit of
paint on it; just cover up the rust
with a rust preventative. Put a bit of
paint over the top of it and that tin roof
will last for a long time. But at the mo-
ment it is the most unsightly tin roof
within about three miles. I think it is a,
shocking indictment that a school-a
public bulldlnr--looks the most shocking
and untidy building In the whole district'Repairs now will save replacement later.

Mr Sodeman: Is this the first time you
have raised this In the House?

Mr BARNETT: No. The member does
not listen very carefully to anyone's speech.
I said that this Is the first time I have
raised it in debate. On a number of occa-
sions I have requested the Minister, by way
of questions, to take action.

Mr Sodeman: Halve you written a sub-
mission to the Education Department?

Mr B3ARNIrT: Yes. Many other factors
are involved in this matter. The canteen
was broken Into about three weeks ago
and the P & C wrote to the Education
Department asking for that window to be
replaced. It wrote again. The window still
has not been replaced. There are mothers
In that building preparing food for their
children with flies flying around. This sort
of Position is untenable.

Mr O'Nell: Do you not know that we
have instituted a system whereby schools
have available a sum of money to under-
take such urgent repairs as are necessary
rather than going through the long process
of asking the PWD and calling tenders?
This is a new system we have introduced,

Mr BARNETIT: Surely tenders do not
need to be called to replace a window.'

Mr O'Neil: I amn saying that the head-
master has some money to do some things.

Mr BARNETT': Perhaps he does not know
because nothing has been done, and the
PWD has been approached and has not sent
anybody down to fix It. Let us consider
another matter for which I do not believe
money has been provided.

Sir Charles Court: Which school is this?
Mr BAR.NETT: Safety Bay Primary

School. In March of this year Safety Bay
Primary School P & C approached the

department. I am quite sincere when I
say that this P & C has done everything
correctly, in my opinion. It has certainly
endeavoured to do the right thing with-
out applying political pressure. The mem-
bers ofl thc r & C4 just want. thc right
thing by their children.

In March of this year the P & C ap-
proached the Education Department about
having a fence erected outside the school.
Rae Road runs past this school and re-
cently that road has been upgraded into
what will soon become a major highway.
It has certainly been upgraded to the stage
where people are speeding along it. Admit-
tedly they are breaking the law, but none-
theless the road is of such good quality
that it promotes speed from the motorist.

The P & C recognised this and ap-
proached the Government in March of this
year to have a fence erected outside the
school along Rae Road. The Government.
in its infinite wisdom, sent down a team
of workers to the Safety Bay Primary
School and with their tape measures, re-
cord books, and so on, they measured up
for a fence for Rae Road: and the P & C
felt very happy.

Time went by and nothing happened.
A little more time went by and still nothing
happened. So the p & C approached the
Education ]Department again--still being
fair, still wanting to do the right thing-
and asked for some action to be taken
on Its request. In effect the P & C said.
"Will you give us a fence or won't you?
if you will, will you please provide It as
soon as possible?"

So the Education Department sent down
another team. They came down with their
tape measures, their record books, and
so on, and they measured up for the
fence. Then they went away. A little time
went by and nothing happened. A little
more time went by and still nothing hap-
pened.

This time the members of P & C said
to me, "We would like you to raise this
In the House on our behalf." So I raised
it In the House on their behalf, and after
the story I have related to the House, the
Minister said "A fence will not be Pro-
vided at this time.' All the P & C wants
is a few star pickets and a bit of wire
just to stop the children who are chasing
ball. We know they are boisterous when
they are playing, they do not think and
they know they should not run on the
road. But if there is something to stop
them and make them think, even though
they can get through, that is all the P
& C wants. Do not tell me the Education
Department cannot provide that.

Sir Charles Court: if It helps you at
all, that Is the answer the Minister gave
mue about one of my schools.

Mr BARNE'TT: I am not accepting it.
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Sir Charles Court: We have done some-
thing better, as the department told us to
do; that Is, put in staggered trees so that
You will have something that Is quite
beautiful as well as very effective.

Mr BARNETT: I like the Premier's
Idea. It will hide the fence that we want.
I do not think we can say that the plant-
ing of trees In a staggered manner will
stop the children from running across
the road. I will recommend that the trees
be planted when the fence Is built.

Sir Charles Court: You can get assist-
ance with the trees.

Mr BARNETT7: I realise the Premier has
asked me about the school in question.
It appears he will take action on the
matters I have raised.

Sir Charles Court: Did you say the
broken window is in the school canteen?

Mr BARNETT: Yes. I have a long list of
other matters to raise about the school;
but the point has been made and action
will be taken to send someone down there
to examine the problem.

Mr Sodeman: Could a few of us help
by taking part In a busy bee one weekend?

Mr BARNETT: I shall be most grateful
for such help, and I shall tell those people
that the member for Pilbara has made an
offer to help.

The next item I wish to deal with relates
to technical education facilities at Rock-
ingham and Ewluana. I could exclude from
my list the things that have been promised
but I think the Government should be
complimented on those areas in which it
has done well. It seems that Kwinana will
certainly have a technical education
school in the near future.

Mr Taylor: Within three years.

Mr BARNETT: If we on this side of the
House become the next Government we
will honour this Promise: and I1 hope If the
present Government is returned the Prem-
ier will also honour this Promise. It is
a much needed facility, and we will be
grateful if it can be Provided.

I now turn to a completely different
subject-transport within Rockingham. I
feel a little sad that the Minister for
Transport is not in the Chamber.

Mr O'Neil: Hie will be a little late.

Mr BARNETT: Rockingham is faced
with what I term one of the most inef-
ficient internal public transport services
that any area can hope to experience.
On numerous occasions constituents and
parents have come into my office and
asked what we have for the people of
Rockingham. They ask, "Why can we not
have this? Why can we not have night
school facilities, and discotheques for the
children?" The things they want are too
numerous to mention.

The fact is all these things are avail-
able at Rockingham, but the problem is
that after about 5.00 p.m. the public trans-
port service ceases. The buses serving at
least two newly-developed areas in Rlock-
ingham do not provide a service to areas
outside after about 5.00 P.M. The last
bus to arrive in each of those areas is
0.15 p.m. This brings to light another
problem.

For over two years I have been ap-
proaching the Government and the Chair-
man of the MIT to improve the Internal
bus services. Each time that I approached
either party I was told to wait. I was
told. "A study is being undertaken, and
we will implement a new system. The
study will enable a new system to be es-
tablished to cater for all the things you
are asking." To some extent it did; it
provided a reasonable express service at
Rockingham to enable people to commute
to Perth, Fremantle, or wherever they
wanted to shop. These services are very
good.

A bus transfer terminal has also been
established at Rockingham, but in my
opinion, the co-ordination of services was
handled atrociously. I cannot understand
a planner in his right mind accepting a
situation where the buses arriving at the
terminal as express services cannot meet
and link up with the internal transport
buses to deliver the Passengers to their
residences.

The fact is that the buses leave that
transfer terminal at 6.15 p.m. to the
newly-developed outlying areas of Rock-
ingham where a great majority of the
residents are forced to take on two jobs
because of their high mortgages. They
have real problems.

The buses leave the terminal at 6.15
p.m., but the buses from Fremantle and
Perth arrive at the terminal at 6.30 p.m.
The passengers have no connecting ser-
vice to their homes. How can anyone re-
gard that as a satisfactory Internal trans-
port system?

In this regard I refer to another ex-
ample. The regional hospital at Rock-
Ingham was opened recently. A short
time after it was opened, it was realised
that the hospital was established at a
considerable distance from residential
areas. So, a bus service was introduced
to transport visitors and the staff to the
hospital. This service was provided on a
trial basis of one month. The trial has
now been completed. The MT' said that
the bus was not patronised sufficiently to
warrant the continuation of the service.

Mr Sibson: That happens quite often.
Mr BARNETrT: Of course, It does. The

problem was that not one bus was timed
for the beginning or the end of a shift,
or for the busy visiting periods. What
sort of a test is that, when the MTT in-
troduces a bus service at unsuitable run-
ning times?



4172 [ASSEMBLY]

I am glad the Minister for Transport
has returned to the Chamber, and I shall
confer with him later on the matters
raised. In respect of the bus service to
the hospital, it was pointed out by the
Chairman of the M7T that this service
was not an economically viable one. I
should point out that with any pu~blic
transport it is sometimes necessary for bus
services to be run at a loss.

Mr O'Connor: They all run at a loss.

Mr BARNET'T: The service to the hos-
pital will also be run at a loss, but surely
it is necessary to provide some sort of
transport system to the regional hospital
at Rockingham, located as it is. What
would happen when the breadwinner is re-
ceiving treatment at the hospital, and his
wife wants to visit him but cannot drive?

Mr O'Connor: What was the patronage
on that service daily?

Mr BARNETT: The Chairman of the
MTT told me that in the last week the
service was being used by one patron on
each journey. However, the times at which
that service is run do not suit the shift
workers or the visitors, I do not regard the
test as being a reasonable one, and I would
like a longer testing period to be intro-
duced; one which would allow for more
appropriate timing of the service.

Mr O'Connor: I am quite happy to dis-
cuss this with you and the Chairman of
the MTT. I am prepared to bring him
here, if a problem exists.

My' BARNETT: I shall refer to other
points with the Minister relating to the
whole internal transport system later.

Mr O'Connor: He is a very good chair-
man, and he Is always prepared to listen
to any points that are raised.

Mr BARNETT: I am pleased that I seem
to be getting some results on the points
I have raised. Perhaps I may change my
method of delivery in the future. In the
past I used to get interjections whenever I
spoke.

Mr O'Connor: I am being co-operative.
The SPEAKER: Long may it continue.

Mr BARNETIT: After achieving results
in that direction I would now like to turn
to a different area; that is, conservation.
First of all, I would like to refer to the
Warnbro sand dunes, a subject I have
hammered to death in this House. I am
sure the Minister for Urban Development
and Town Planning has heard more than
enough about it from mue, and certainly
from the conservation groups and others
in Rockinghamn.

I appeal to the Government to retain
the sand dunes in their Present state-the
whole area, not Just a portion of it. I be-
lieve the time is ripe now to plan this,
especially with an election loomng. It is a

wonderful opportunity for the Government
to make some sort of promise in respect of
the retention of such an important area.

I do not know whether it is necessary
for mne to gu into detail; suffice to say that
it is the only area of sand dunes of this
nature between Fremantle and south of
Mandurah.' It is the only area of coast
which has not been bulldozed. I believe
that a Government which had the courage
to indicate that it will acquire this land
so that people of the future-our children
and their children-in the year 2000 could
look back on such action and say what a
wonderful thing the Government did,
would gain political advantage. The people
would realise that the Government would
have had to have a lot of courage to say
to the owner that the area was to be
acquired. The Government has resumed
land everywhere else and it would be Quite
easy for it to replace that land with land
elsewhere. This land is so important to
our national heritage that it should be
retained in its present state.

Hand in glove with that request, I make
a further request concerning Warnbro
Sound itself. It is an extremely attrac-
tive area, one of the most attractive I have
seen in my life.

Mr Blaikie: You have not been down to
my electorate, then.

Mr BARNETT: Yes I have, but It Is
not a patch on the area to which I am
referring. I will take the honourable mem-
ber there one evening and if he stands
on the sand dunes he will find It will be
like going back In history; it is so peace-
ful, serene, and unchanged. If he brings
his wife and watches the sun go down he
will feel he is on his second honeymoon.

I would like some consideration to be
given to taking the retention of the sand
dunes hand in glove with the establish-
ment of a marine national park at Warn-
bro Bound Itself. What a magnificent op-
portunity for a Government just before
an election! What a promise to make-
we will examine the possibilities of making
Warnbro Sound into a marine national
park!

Mr Sodeman: I thought you wanted to
turn it into an industrial area.

Mr BARNETT: No way! What a feather
in the Government's cap If It made such
a promise.

Mr Rushton: Has not the endorsed Lib-
eral candidate made that suggestion?

Mr BARNETT: I do not believe he
has. However, now that the Minister has
raised the matter, I1 will say that candi-
date did claim, through one of his workers,
that he has been working for 4* years
against the establishment of a mussel farm
in Warnbro Sound. To my knowledge, and
I am sure to the knowledge of both Min-
isters sitting here tonight, the proposition
was raised no more than eight months
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ago, Certainly no suggestion has been made
about the establishment of a marine
national park and the retention of the
sand dunes.

Mr Rushton: A marine national park
has been on the books for a long time.

Mr BARNETT: A suggestion, but not a
proposition.

Mr Rushton: Yes; the propostlon has
been made.

Mr BARNETT: Beautiful. What sort of
consideration has been given to it?

Mr Rushton: A commitment was made
at the time, but there were offshore Prob-
lems.

Mr BARNETT: I will press the subject
with my party should we become the Gov-
ernment, but what a feather in the Gov-
erment's cap would be such a promise.

Mr Sodeman: Your party had two years'
opportunity, but did not take It.

Mr BARNETT: How long have the Gov-
ernment parties been in power? But do
not let us get political about this.

Mr O'Connor: We have been generous
with our gifts to you.

Mr BARNETT: I have had many prom-
ises, which are nice, and my People are
grateful for what the Government Is doing
f or them.

In connection with Cockburn Sound-
unfortunately the Minister concerned is
not in the House at the moment-I am
very disappointed with the Government's
actions. Members know, as well as I
do, that something like seven reports
have been made on the condition of Cock-
burn Bound. I think I am right In saying
that the first indicated that serious en-
vironmental damage was being done to
Cockburn Sound, and the second report
said the same and recommended that
action be taken and that no further re-
ports be made. The third report said ex-
actly the same, as did the fourth and
every following report. This Is just not on.
I want some definite action. The Scott
report on which the Government spent
$20 000 made recommendations, but the
Government virtually rejected the Pro-
posals in that report and suggested that
another three-Year study should be done
at a cost of $500 000, $250 000 being spent
In the first year, and $125 000 in each of
the following two years.

What sort of a proposition is that? With
the $250 000 being spent in the first year
many studies will be done-maybe more
will be learned than before, although I
doubt It. At least something will be done.
But In the next year only $125 000 is to
be spent, half the amount being spent In
the first year. The amount is half and
even that will be halved because Inflation
will erode its value.

That is not the action of a Govern-
ment which Is honest In its endeavours to
gain some real results in Cockburn Sound.

I will not dwell on that subject because
my thoughts about It are well known to
the Government.

We will now leave those subjects on
which we are having a joyous time with
everyone agreeing with everyone else be-
cause we are getting results and we are
all happy. Before I conclude I want to
deal with what I can refer to only as the
Premier's magical overnight panacea for
the State's problems. His first was a pro-
mise to the people before the election in
1974 that he would curb the increases In
State taxes and charges.

Mr Gibson: That has been done. They
have been curbed.

Mr BARNETT: The member for Bun-
bury always comes in very well, and I had
hoped someone would do so. I ask mem-
bers to keep in mind the Premier's first
magical overnight panacea for the State's
problems; that is, that he would curb in-
creases in State taxes and charges. We
have heard lists of those increases in taxes
during the Budget debate, but we have not
heard the list I am about to give because
it is the most up-to-date list available. I
understand that the previous most up-to-
date list was for September. The list I
have Is complete and as far as I can
ascertain it is accurate as of the 5th
November. Metropolitan water rates in-
creased 60.3 per cent.

Mr Sodeman: On what?
Mr BARNETT: Over a period of three

years. The increase for 1974-75 was 11.1
per cent, for 1975-76, 31.2 per cent, and
10 per cent for 1976-77. I will not read out
the breakup figures for the whole list, but
will merely give the total increases. When
I have finished the member for Pilbara
can make his own comments. In fact, if he
has not already spoken on the Budget de-
bate he can pull to pieces what I am say-
ing if he wants to. In the meantime I ask
him to let me read my list.

Country water rates increased by 50 per
cent while excess water rates Increased by
111.4 per cent. Other increases are: sew-
erage rates up by 95.2 per cent; drainage
rates up by 33.3 per cent; electricity rates
up by 66.5 per cent; gas rates up by 33 per
cent; State Government abattoir slaught-
ering fees, for the local market, up 93.3
per cent and for the export market up by
72 per cent.

Mr Sodeman: What about wages?
Mr BARNE'rr: I am not interested in

excuses. The Government made the pro-
mnises and it should keep them.

Mr Sodeman: Are those percentages in
real terms?

Mr BARNETT': I knew these figures
would upset members opposite.

Mr Sodeman: The figures are primary
school arithmetic.
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Mr BARNETT: Other increases are:
Public Health Department mneat inspection
fees, up by 270 per cent. Good heavens!

Mr Sodernan: Your Government put up
hospital charges by 100 per cent in one
day.

Mr BARNETT': To continue the in-
creases: State shipping freight rates up
by 60.5 per cent; Westrail freight rates up
by 35 per cent; and metropolitan rail and
bus fares up by 60.3 per cent.

Mr O'Neil: Information concerning
freight rates was tabled by the Minister
yesterday.

Mr BARNETT: I know these figures are
embarrassing to the Government.

Mr O'Neil: You had better check that
figure.

Mr BARNETT: I have checked it.
Mr O'Neil: Rave you read the speech

made by the Minister for Transport yes-
terday?

Mr BARNETT: I am showing how this
Government has Increased charges. Met-
ropolitan rail and bus fares have increased
by 60.3 per cent; motor vehicle licence fees
up by 65 per cent; and motor vehicle
transfer fees up by 50 per cent.

Mr Mclver: And no concession for pen-
sioners.

Mr BARNETT, That is right, no con-
cession for pensioners.

Mr Old: There is.
Mr BARNETT: No there is not. Other

increases have been: drivers' licence fees
up 66.6 per cent.

Mr Sademan: Inflation caused by the
ALP Federal Government, up 60 per cent!

Mr BARNETT?: Other increases include
third party insurance premiums up 52
per cent; 5010 comprehensive insurance
up 52 per cent; and metropolitan State
Rousing Commission rents up on an aver-
age of 80 per cent. Where is the Minister
for Housing? An average increase of
80 per cent, plus $60 per annum manage-
ment fee. Good heavens; that really is
helping the people who really need help!

Just to be fair and honest-
Mr Old: That would be a change.

Mr BARNETT7: -country State Housing
Commission rents have increased by only
54.7 per cent. Slow down chaps; that
is really curbing- State taxes and charges!

Mr Sodeman: The Federal Labor Gov-
ernment put up income tax by 150 per
cent.

Mr BARNTETT: The member opposite
has raised the issue, in at least two
speeches while sitting down, with regard
to hospital charges. Is he aware that
hospital charges increased by 10D per cent?

Mr Clarko: You increased them by 100
per cent in one day.

Mr BARNETT: The Government said
it would curb charges, but hospital fees
went up by 100 per cent. I am not i-
terested in excuses offerled by members
opposite. Stamp dutyv on cheques in-
creased by 33.3 per cent-really looking
after their supporters. In the case of pay-
roll tax, these chaps have really been
slugged. This is one increase which the
Government has curbed; an increase of
11.1 per cent.

Mr Mclver: Aren't they the squealers?
Mr BARNETT: The Government ought

to be proud of itself. it really has curbed
rates and taxes! Pay-roll tax up by only
11.1 per cent. The Government should
hide its head in shame irn the sand like
an ostrich; it should go into a hole like
a gopher.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr BARNETT: Perhaps I should press
on. Let us have a look at another state-
ment made by the Premier in this House.
He said he would stake his reputation on
solving unemployment within six months
of being elected. Let us be fair and give
him three years.

Mr Sodeman: This is good original stuff!

Mr BARNETT': This is original informa-
tion, because these are the first figures
which have been quoted in this House for
the Rockingham -Kwinana area. The Pre-
mier said he would stake his reputation on
solving unemployment. In March, 1974.
when the Tonkin Government went out
of office we had the shocking indictment
of 441 people unemployed in the Rocking-
ham-Kwinana area. In September, 1976--
which are the latest figures I could ob-
tain--some 2J years later, the unemploy-
ment figure for the same area was 1 063
with only 25 job vacancies.

Mr Mclver: Shame!
Mr BARNETT: The Premier said he

would stake his reputation on solving the
unemployment problem after being in
office only six months. However, uni-
employment has Increased by 141 per cent
in the Rock ingham-Kwinana. area alone.
What sort of reputation is that to rest
on?

Mr Mclver: He should resign.

Mr Sodeman: No wonder your electorate
will vote Liberal at the next election.

Mr BARNETIT: I have only a few
minutes left so I will press on. If what
I have quoted is a result of the promises
of the Premier, those promises are not
worth having.

I will refer briefly to the pens-ioner
situation, and I will show what this hea rt-
less and ruthless Government has per-
petrated on the pensioners.
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Mr Sodeman: They have free travel in
the Pilbara.

Mr BARNETT: I thank the member
opposite for coming in. like a fly to a
honey pot.

Mr Nanovich: You would make a very
bad pot of honey.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BARNETT: The rugged wit of the

member for Toodyay does not deserve an
answer. I will treat It with silent con-
tempt, which it so richly deserves.

An article appeared in The West MA-
tralian on the 12th July. 1976, under the
heading, "Pensioners' free-travel plea
falls".

Mr Mclver: The member does not hap-
pen to have a copy of the Baxter report,
does he?

Mr BARNETT: No, I do not have a
copy of it. I would like to know where
the Baxter report is; it is supposed to
contain so many good things for Pen-
sioners.

Mr Old: You know where it is.
Mr BARNETT: It is locked away, and

it will be released just before the elec-
tion. It will be full of little goodies for
the pensioners. The article to which I
referred, in part, reads as follows-

Pensioners have been told they must
pay for metropolitan bus and train
travel.

Special fares for pensioners came
into effect yesterday with the in-
creased fares.

The Premier, Sir Charles Court, has
rejected a request from the WA
branch of the Australia Pensioners'
League to retain free bus and train
travel for pensioners.

Free travel in the Pilbara! The member
opposite must be kidding.

Mr Jamieson:, They did have free travel
back in the old days.

Mr BARNETT: Another article appeared
in The West Australian of the 14th June,
1976, under the heading, "Court says no
to pensioners"'. The article, in part,
reads-

The Premier, Sir Charles Court, has
refused to waive public transport fares
for pensioners on July 28.

The Pensioners' Action Group had
asked Sir Charles to waive the fare
on that day because it is planning a
pensioners' rally at Gloucester Park.

What a poor crummy Government we
have when it refuses to accede to a simple
little request like that.

Mr Mclver: Free travel involves only
$500 000 a year.

Mr BARNETT: I believe my time is
within a few seconds of expiring.

The SPEAKER: You still have 11
minutes,

Mr BARNET: I will not take that
much time to conclude. I certainly do
not commend this Budget to the House,
as members opposite have done. I condemn
the fact that it does not do what it pur-
ports to do.

Mr Sodeman: You will not get the
window nor your fence.

Mr HARNETT: Oh no? The promise was
made earlier; it is recorded in Mansard.

I condemn the Budget which is now
before the House as a scurrilous and de-
vious document which promises every-
thing but gives nothing, and takes away
what the people previously had.

Mr Sodeinan: Have you opened your
dictionary?

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr Clarko.

(Continued on page 4177)

BILLS (7): ASSENT
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills-

1. Health Act Amendment Bill.
2. Fish Farming (Lake Argyle) Develop-

ment Agreement Bill.
3. Town Planning and Development Act

Amendment Bill.
4. Censorship of Films Act Amendment

Bill.
5. Road Maintenance (Contribution)

Act Amendment Bill (No. 3).
6. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Act Amend-

nment Bill.
7. Licensed Surveyors Act Amendment

Bill.

STATE FORESTS
Revocation of Dedication; Assembly's

Resolution-Counil's Concurrence
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

THE PERPETUAL EXECUTORS,
TRUSTEES, AND AGENCY COMPANY
(W.A.). LIMITED, ACT AMENDMENT

BIL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council: and, on
motion by Mr O'Neil (Minister for Works),
read a first time.

Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for

Works) [8.22 p.m.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
This Bill seeks to amend The Perpetual
Executors, Trustees, and Agency Company
(W.A.), Limited, Act which is a private
Act under which the company has operated
In this State since 1923. A similar Bill
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will also follow this one-for identical
reasons which I will outline later-in re-
spect of The West Australian Trustee
Executor and Agency Company Limiltad
which commenced operations in this State
more than 30 Years prior to the farmsr
company.

Each trustee company has lodged a
deposit of $10 000 with the Government in
accordance with their respective Acts and
the whole of each company's assets is
charged as security for the administration
of the estates or trusts under Its re-
spective control.

Section 21 of the Act presently provides
that no member shall, in his own right at
any one time, hold shares in the comn~any
amounting to more than one share for
every 30 shares issued by the company.

When the original Act for each company
was introduced into Parliament it was
considered that the sections limiting the
amount of shares which could be held by
Individuals were vital parts of the legisla-
tion and necessary to ensure that control
of the assets of estates and trusts re-
mained in the hp-nds of independent or-
ganisations which could not benefit
materially from such control other than by
Statute-regulated remuneration.

In 1922 the Bill for The Perpetual Exe-
cutors, Trustees and Agency Company
(W.A.) Limited, Act was referred to a
select committee of the Legislative As-
sembly, the proposed Act being in all re-
spects identical to the then existing The
West Australian Trustee Executor 1-nd
Agency Company Limited Act. In its re-
port the Select Committee placed great
importance upon the desirability of the
inclusion of the limitations provided by
section 21.

In 1802 and also in 1922 the inclusion of
the section was believed to be an adequate
safeguard. Under sophisticated practices
today, it is possible for the intentions of
the section to be avoided. This is a matter
of great concern to the companies' boards
of directors as they feel that section 21
imposes upon them a responsibility and
duty to ensure that its intentions are ob-
served. Situations presently exist in re-
lation to both companies which I cite as
examples of the ways in which the
modern-day practices may avoid the in-
tentions of the Acts.

I Quote firstly The Perpetual Executors
Trustee Company which has received
transfers from a group of 39 persons deal-
ing with 85 551 shares which is in excess
of the number Permitted by section 21.
One of the transferees has lodged with the
company a notice to the effect that he
has a relative interest in all those shares
-that is, within the meaning of the Com-
panies Act-and a right to control such
shares which together represent approxi-
mately 16.5 per cent of the total issued
shares of the company.

Such notice also discloses that 24 such
transfers of each, gives to a single limited
company irrevocable power of attorney to
sell its respective shares In consideration
of moneys advanced to each of them.

I would also like to Quote Thc WVcst
Australian Trustee Company which believes
there is a shareholder in the Eastern
States who at the present time controls
approximately 12 per cent of the issued
capital of the company. Control of shares
to this extent, which is in excess of the
number permitted to be held by section
21, is considered to be a threat to the
company having regard to the past activi-
ties of the party in question.

As the relevant Act now stands it is
possible for a member to hold the maxi-
mnum number of shares permitted by sec-
tion 21, and in addition beneficially own, or
have interest in, any number of shares held
in trust for such member absolutely, or
held by a nominee of such member, thus
offending against the existing section.
Effectively, this means that such a person
could control a major proportion and
theoretically the whole of the issued capital
of each company, and therefore creates the
possibility of a take-over situation develop-
ing.

The Bill makes Provision to enable the
company to regulate effectively the limits
on holding of shares. The Bill is designed
to enlarge the scope of the Act to include
the "Control" of shares as distinguished
from the mere holding of shares.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Bertram.

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUSTEE
EXECUTOR AND AGENCY COMPANY

LIMITED ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on
motion by Mr 0'Neil (Minister for Works),
read a first time.

Second Reading
MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for

Works) [8.28 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
As I have already outlined in my Intro-
duction of The Perpetual Executors, Trus-
tee, and Agency Company (W.A.), Limited,
Bill,' the proposals contained in this Bill
are for an identical purpose in respect of
The West Australian Trustee Executor and
Agency Company Limited.

Section 21 of this private Act differs
only in its limitation of the number of
shares to be held by a member which, in
this instance, is no more than one share
for every 20 shares issued by the company.

I commend the Bill to the House,
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Bertram.
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APPROPRILATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from an earlier stage

of the sitting.

MR COWAN (Merredin-Yilgarn) [8.'30
P.M.]: There has been some comment in
this debate about the fact that this year's
Budget is $1 billion. To my way of think-
ing that Is simply attributable to the trend
of inflation in the State at present.

I would like to point out the contribu-
tion made to general revenue by the rural
sector, and also that the higher expecta-
tions of country people have led them to
demand a much greater share of the public
purse. Many country people believe that
their share should come to them in the
form of essential services similar to those
provided to their urban counterparts.

I would like to spend the time I am
allowed in this debate to bring up some
areas which I feel should be improved, and
where in most cases a great deal of
public money could and perhaps should
be spent.

I would like to deal firstly with trans-
port. As members are aware, the cost of
transport affects rural people to a great
extent. We are faced with the problem
that when wve produce commodities we
must pay the cost of freighting them to
the seaport before we sell them. Similarly.
when we purchase a product, we are asked
tn pay for freighting that commodity to
our property or our local town. In other
words, the rural dweller must pay freight
both ways.

In Western Australia we have a Trans-
port Commission which operates purely
and simply for the protection of the West-
ern Australian Government Railways, now
known as Westrail.

In the time I have been in the House
several requests have been made to the
Government for rationalisation and im-
provement of its transport Policy. The
answer is always that a study is being
undertaken to improve transport facilities
in Western Australia. This is now known
as SWATS-the Southern West Australian
Transport Study. While I have no quarrel
with the fact that this study Is being un-
dertaken, I would like to ask the Gov-
ernment to bear in mind that it has been
proceeding for about three Years.

Mr Blertram: Something like the inquiry
into the pensioners' problems.

Mr COWAN: I am sorry, the study has
not been proceeding for three years, but
other studies had been undertaken Prior
to that and in that time there have been
no major changes in the transport policies
of the State.

While It is Perhaps a good move to
Inquire very closely into all the problems
relating to transport, I would like to see
the study finalised and the report made.

I would then like to see the recommenda-
tions of the report Implemented with a
certain degree of speed because I believe
we can no longer afford a Transport Com-
mission Purely and simply to protect West-
rail.

Mr Mclver: Do you want to cart every-
thing by road in the country?

Mr COWAN: At the present time the
Transport Commission allows road hauliers
to transport goods on a permit system
and its whole function is to Protect West-
rail.

Mr Mclver: What rubbish! What are you
talking about? Get It into perspective.

Mr COWAN: I believe strongly that
Westrall can provide a service, and a
cheaper service than can road hauliers,
but only with certain commodities. West-
rail has admitted that It cannot compete
with road haulage in other areas because
It has now provided a large number of
road trucks to transport small Items and
ccmmodities. It Is my belief that this Is
not the correct course to take because in
rural areas-in fact all over the State-
Westrail is competing directly with Private
road hauliers. It is not a ease of rail
transport against road transport, but West-
rail road trucks against private road
trucks. As a member of the party that
supports the Government, I cannot see why
we do not give more support to our road
hauliers and allow them to cart the pro-
duce that is not carted by rail.

Mr Mclver: What about the railway em-
ployees in country towns--do you Want to
see them disappear?

Mr COWAN: Not at all.
Mr Mclver: How can you have the best

of two worlds? That is what you want.
Mr COWAN: What I want is to provide

the rural dweller with the cheapest form
of transport available.

Mr Mclver: You want the best of two
worlds-keep your perspective.

Mr COWAN: Westrail has admitted that
it cannot compete in the transport of
certain commodities because it is now oper-
ating a large road freight service.

There is one other matter about trans-
Port I would like to raise and that Is, of
course, road maintenance tax. This tax
should be removed as soon as Possible.

Mr Bertram: No reason why It should
not be-you have a lot of money in the
kick.

Mr McIver: You are In Government.
Mr COWAN: I would like to suggest a

way to do this. The Australian Automotive
Chamber of Commerce has undertaken a
study of the report of the Royal Com-
mission on petroleum. In this booklet I
have It is stated that If we ratlonalise
the oil Industry we will be able to achieve
certain economies in the price of fuel.
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I understand It Is the estimation of this
body that the price of petrol will be
reduced by from 4c to 7c a gallon. I
hope members do not mind if I stay
in imperial measures rather than use the
metric litre!

Mr Bertram: It Is much better-we un-
derstand it.

Mr COWAN: If we could introduce some
rationalisation to the oil Industry and save
consumers 4c to 7c a gallon, it might be
possible to eliminate the road mainten-
ance tax because the tax Is a penalty upon
people who have a vehicle which carries
in excess of eight tons.

Mr Mclver- it Is 8.13 tons.
Mr COWAN: Rather than allow con-

3umers of fuel products to capitalise on
the entire savings on fuel, perhaps we
could retain some of that as a substitution
for road maintenance tax.

Mr Molver: Without trying to embarrass
Yolu, do you fully realise the situation of
the Constitution? We cannot do that be-
cause it is an excise duty.

Mr COWAN: I am fully aware of that,
and for that reason It would not be up
to the State to propose the implementation
of some form of fuel tax. I am suggest-
Ing that this State should promote the
idea of a rationalisation of the oil in-
dustry, the introduction of a fuel tax, and
the abolition of road maintenance tax.

Mr Mo~ver: How can we amend the
Constitution?

Mr COWAN: I have suggested we should
approach the Commonwealth Government
to do it.

I would like to move on to other essen-
tial services such as power, water, and
housing. and discuss the role of the State
Energy Commission In the country. Lately
the State Energy Commission has been
endeavouring to install transmission lines
In the country to the greatest possible
extent, and this is something I heartily
endorse.

Mr May: What do you mean, "lately"?
Mr COWAN: To be parochial, if we take

my electorate alone, In the last three years
we have had the greatest expansion of the
contributory extension scheme that has
ever been known. I would say the work be-
ing done in my electorate is probably be-
ing undertaken in every other rural elec-
torate In the State. If we examine the CES
schemes we find something of an anomaly
exists inasmuch as in the country a per-
son who lives outside a town boundary is
asked to make a capital contribution to-
ward the provision of a transmission line.
In certain areas this can amount to
around $5 000. Usually the person is asked
to pay half the amount In cash, and the
other half is paid by way of a quarterly
charge over a period of 25 to 30 years.
Most people do not object to this system.

Mr Skidmore: it is better than the old
System.

Mr COWAN: Of no power at all-yes, it
is. However, the SEC at the moment
charges a fee for connection in the met-
ropolitan area and country townis. From
memory the fee is about $10 a connection.
The SEC operates on a principle. It strikes
its tariff to cover its operating and trans-
mission expenses, leaving Some funds for
capital expansion. I do not see why people
in the country should not have that system
extended to them. However, at the moment
they pay the SEC tariff charge, and then
they are asked to pay an additional
amount to cover the cost of the transmis-
sion line.

Mr Skidnmore: it is a matter of econo-
mics.

Mr COWAN: It certainly is, but it
means there is a certain amount of dis-
crimination against country electricity
users.

Mr May: There are many farmers who
will not participate in the contributory
schemes.

Mr COWAN: I would like to point out to
the honourable member that is no longer
the case.

Mr may: They must have changed In
the last two years.

Mr COWAN: To my knowledge no
schemes offered to groups have been re-
fused on the ground that a person in a
group has not been prepared to contribute.
I realise It costs a certain amount of
money, and that is the reason I have
brought it up in this debate.

The essential services which I contend
should be improved will mean a great deal
of expense to any Government if they are
to be improved; but they are areas in
which country dwellers are discriminated
against, and If possible consideration
should be given to improving the situation.

Let me now tarn to water.
Mr Mclver: I notice you didn't mention

the 3 per cent levy to Consolidated Rev-
enue.

Mr COWAN: I refer to the extensions
of the comprehensive water supply scheme.
Of course, in these days when the capital
cost of providing extensions is running at
around $55 an acre for rural water reticu-
lation, it is quite obvious on economic
grounds-and the Department of Agricul-
ture has verified this time and time again
-that the extension of reticulated water
to farmlands cannot be justified. However,
I believe the Government should adopt a
policy which, although it may not reticu-
late every farm, would provide some Sys-
tem of water supply which would satisfy
people outside the towns.

In the present Budget $14 million has
been allocated for water supplies, and no
money was allocated in the Federal Bud-
get. The majority of that $14 million has
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been allocated-and probably quite rightly
-to the improvement of water services to
country towns, and not to the actual re-
ticulation of farms. While I would support
the Government's move to submit an ap-
plication for funds to the Federal Gov-
ernment, I can see it is highly unlikely
such funds will be available.

Mr Bertram: It is only a stalling pro-
cedure.

Mr COWAN: No, it is not; there has al-
ready been one refusal, and I think there
is likely to be another.

I think the Government could look at
its policy in this area and come up with
a compromise which will still satisfy
people in country areas. Previously there
was a policy to create areas in which an
emergency water supply was available.
This was done either by harnessing re-
sources in the area or by extending the
comprehensive water supply scheme to a
certain point.

I recommend that the Government re-
turn to that policy and establish in every
rural area a source of emergency water
supply either by harnessing a local re-
source or by extending the pipeline to a
specific point. I am quite sure this
would not be anywhere near as costly as
a fully reticulated scheme such as the
extensions to the comprehensive water
supply scheme; but it would give farmers
and other local people an opportunity to
have available an emergency water supply
when necessary.

The other point I would raise is the
policy adopted by the Department of Agri-
culture and the present Government; that
is, on-farm water supplies should be pro-
vided wherever possible. That is a flue
policy, but I do think a little more en-
couragement should be given to farmers.

At the moment a source of cheap funds
is available for on-farm water supplies,
provided the farmer can show he cannot
obtain funds from anywhere else. I think
that Policy should be extended to cater
for any farmers who are prepared to pro-
vide their own on-farm water supplies,
and not merely those who can show they
cannot obtain funds from any other source.
Perhaps in that way we will be able to
make the best use of the most Precious
resource we have in this State: water.

A further point I would like to bring
up is the matter of soil conservation. In
the early 1960s when a great deal of land
was being developed the Department of
Agriculture, through the Commissioner of
Soil Conservation, had a system whereby
farmers were requested to declare their
intention to clear land some three months
before doing so, in order that the com-
missioner could consult the local author-
ity to ascertain whether it was possible
to clear the land without causing detri-
mental effects to land which had already
been cleared.

In 1969, with the implementation of
wheat quotas and with poor seasonal con-
ditions, land was no longer being cleared
and so the regulation allowing that
situation to occur was no longer in force.
We now have a situation in which as a
result of the improving economy people
are beginning to clear land and no con-
trols whatever are placed upon them.

With the salt encroachment that is oc-
curring in the wheatbelt and marginal
rainfall areas, there should be some form
of control over the use of land. I would
recommend to the Minister for Agriculture
that the Commissioner of Boil Conserva-
tion be given powers of control over clear-
ing and the use of land in dry and mar-
ginal rainfall areas of the State.

I should like to refer to one other mat-
ter; namely, the generous offer by the
State to take over the Community Recrea-
tion Council which, as members would be!
aware, previously was funded by the Fed-
eral Government. This year, the State has
agreed to Provide $1 million for sporting
and recreational facilities in Western Aus-
tralia. In this, I agree entirely svith the
member for Subiaco that sport is one of
the greatest preventive medicines we have
In Western Australia, particularly in the
country, not only because sport leads to
better health but also because, in the
country, the majority of our social life
revolves around sport.

I certainly hope the Government con-
tinues with that type of funding and with
the Promotion of the concept of providing
recreational facilities In towns on a com-
munity basis. These facilities should not
be Provided to the Education Department
for its use alone. I know this concept is
being examined by the Government and
I certainly hope it Is continued and in-
creasing funds will be provided in this
area.

I do not wish to go on forever about
these things, but I did wish to point out
that country people, whether they be farm-

irs, shopkeepers or small businessmen,
these days are making as great a
contribution to general revenue as are
people In urban areas. Just as people in
urban areas have high expectations, so do
we People who live in the country.

We are beginning to demand, quite
rightly, that the essential services which
people In the metropolitan area take for
granted should be provided to us for the
same costs, rather than for a cost which
is always greater. If one applies the con-
cept that the user must pay, this price
differential can be justified. However, I
dispute that; I believe country people
should be entitled to those services for
the same price as the urban dweller, and
they should be just as readily available
to US.

Mr Skidmore: The urban dweller pays a.
fair proportion of the SEC costs.
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Mr COWAN: I certainly hope this Gov-
ernment undertakes policies of that nature.

Mr Bertram: Not likely!
Mr COWAN: The Government has shown

a great deal of initiative in its Budget in
the provision of moneys for certain areas,
and I would like to see that policy con-
tinued.

I support the Budget.

MR GREWAB (floe) r8.53 pm.]: The
budget of any business, be it private or
Government, is the most important docu-
ment which can be formulated for the
operations of that business. It sets the
limit for expansion or retraction of various
services within the operation, A Govern-
mnent Budget must be responsible, for the
destiny of a whole population is at stake,
as witness in recent years a most irres-
ponsible and disastrous Budget, drafted by
a Federal Government of a different politi-
cal colour to the one we have now, for
which this country will be paying for a
long time.

In the economic climate of Australia
today a Government Budget must have a
stabilising influence, and be not overly
restraining to an extent of stifling expan-
sionary moves which may be necessary to
a developing State. The State Budget pre-
sented by this Government in my opinion
is a highly responsible document. To many
members worthwhile projects have been
initiated. However, there are many dis-
appointments as well in that reference
is not made to some of the projects
members would like to see included.

I am Particularly Pleased to note the
introduction of an emergency carry -on
loan scheme to assist Primary producers
experiencing emergency liquidity problems.
This type of scheme Will be extremely
attractive to farmers, as frequently, lend-
ing sources are not prepared to lend in
such emergencies. The scheme could ob-
viate the need for a farmer to obtain
short-term, high-interest finance-money
he cannot service adequately-or the need
to sell assets such as stock and plant,
thereby reducing his potential viability.

While I support the important principle
behind this scheme, I am a little critical
of the amount allocated for this purpose;
$300 000 spread amongst 20000 primary
producers, many of whom are already in
trouble will serve only as a palliative to a
few. It is to be hoped the Government
will increase the allocation as the demand
exists and develops. I trust that directions
will be given to the administering au-
thority so that those eligible do not have
to go through long and complicated pro-
cedures to obtain this finance. The people
who will be applying for these loans will
be those urgently in need as a result of
some situation which has developed rather
quickly.

If my calculations are correct, the Bud-
get allows for an increase in expenditure
from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
some 15 per cent overall. However, my cal-
culations also reveal the Department of
Agriculture vote has been increased by only
9 per cent. Ibis relative drop in the agri-
culture vote concerns me and many far-
niers whom I represent.

There appears to be a trend in Govern-
ments, both State and Federal. to deni-
grate the role played by agriculture, This
is instanced by the delays on urgent mat-
ters industry raises with the Government
and in the slow treatment of the TAO
recommendations on industry equalisation
policies, new land farmer aid schemes and
rural reconstruction.

Australian agriculture Possibly is the
most hazardous agricultural industry in
the world. This is due to the fact that
we rely so heavily on the world market
and suffer more from the vagaries of that
market than do our competitors who have
significant home markets which can sup-
port and prop up export deficiencies.
During the first 200 years of Australia's
history, our agricultural industries made
Australia the nation it is today. Over this
period. Australia's agricultural products
dominated our export earnings and fed
the Australian economy with much needed
income.

In recent years, however, we have seen a
lessening of dependence on agriculture,
with more emphasis being placed on min-
Ing and industrial potential. But agricul-
ture still is a key industry and still needs
support. Take it away from the economy,
and the economy could not be sustained
by other endeavours. Australia still needs
a viable and progressive agricultural in-
dustry. The potential for further develop-
ment both in southern and northern Aus-
tralia is enormous.

The decline in the vote for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture relative to other de-
partments alarms me in that it sets in
train a Possibility that much valuable and
practical research in this State will not
take place. I mention the word "practical"
for a good reason. There are many in-
stitutions within Australia which carry out
agricultural research, but a lot of this
research is of a hypothetical nature, and
would have no practical application for
some time.

However, research undertaken by the
Department of Agriculture is aligned to
farmers' immediate problems, and its
solutions usually are quickly available for
immediate implementation in the in-
dustry. Crop and pasture diseases take an
enormous toll of farmers' incomes, and a
few dollars spent on research can return a
tremendous dividend to the Australian
economy, For Instance, a new variety of
cereal Yielding 1 Per cent or 2 Per cent
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more than standard varieties could return
as much as an additional $20 million or
$30 million annually to the Australian
economy.

Because of our export orientation we
must keep ahead of our competitors, We
have done this in the past but there is no
room for complacency. I would urge that
in future Budgets more consideration be
given to the State Department of Agri-
culture. It is only prosperity that will pay
for our development and for the social
welfare Problems which our citizens de-
mand.

Farmers express their views through a
wide number of organisations. Some of
these tend to be socialistic in their out-
look. and others range through to the con-
servative. Many other organisations, de-
partments and boards promote thought
and propound theories. As a result there is
a vast fund of information available to
the Industry, and from this information
Government strategy must be developed.

Unfortunately it is frequently only the
most vocal of the organisations that get
heard, and this may not be in the best in-
terests of agriculture. Under the Brand-
Nalder Government the office of Co-ordi-
nator of Agricultural Industries was set up.
The function of this office was to collect
and collate information of agricultural sig-
nificance. I notice that in this Budget this
position has been abolished, and I am
rather surprised.

In my opinion, there Is urgent need for
a professional, impartial, and knowledge-
able secretariat to be established within
the Government to vet this vast fund of
information. The work carried out by Mr
Robin Clayton, the previous co-ordinator,
impressed me from one exercise I did with
him In the establishing of a single grain
marketing authority. There was a wide
diversity of opinion and thought on this
issue and he was able to co-ordinate this
and present a very balanced picture. In
having such a responsible co-ordinating
body many undesirable actions can be
averted and desirable ones implemented.

The collapse of the beef industry with-
out due warning brings this home quite
strongly to me in that little information
was available of trends which were de-
veloping in the marketplace. With hind-
sight we see that the world was
slowly building up to a position of over-
supply. If this had been carefully re-
searched adequate warning could have been
gIven to producers to take corrective ac-
tion and thereby prevent a major collapse
in this industry; or at least it could have
buffered such a collapse.

Three years after this disaster in the
beef industry we are now seeing some
positive actions being taken. Recently we
had an Honorary Royal Commission in-
vestigating ways of solving the industry's

problem. An overseas study tour was con-
ducted by members of farmers' organisa-
tions and the Department of Agriculture to
see how other countries were handling
their market situation. It should not have
taken three Years to implement this type
of action.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr GREWAR: It should have been done

much earlier-
Mr Bertram: Definitely.
Mr GREWAR: -and corrective action

should have been taken much earlier.
When the Co-ordinator of Agricultural
Industries office was set up in the
mid-SC0s its main function was directed
to providing Information of agricultural
significance to overseas Interests. This role
was expanded In 1969 to encompass ad-
ministration of the wheat quota scheme.
The role I am suggesting is far greater
and more all-embracing than these former
functions-not that I wish to see a
bureaucracy set up. I do not think there
is a need to do that; I think two or three
highly-qualified and professional people
could carry out the function of vetting the
industry in our interests.

During the Past 20 years a transforma-
tion in south coastal farmlands has oc-
curred; it has been as dramatic as that
which took place in the Pilbara. Thousands
of new farms have been developed in this
period. New towns have sprung up and
thriving communities now reside in these
hitherto waste areas.

About five years ago, by Government
decree, land releases were stopped. This
policy was supported by one farmer or-
ganisation, which support emanated from
branches which were not resident in the
area concerned and which had little inter-
est in the area other than the fact that
extra production might affect their in-
comes. In my view, the cessation of land
releases was a panic move initiated prim-
arily by the collapse of the wheat market
in 1969 due to over-production of wheat,
and also by the fact that many new land
settlers were not realising their ambitions
due to a downturn In world market prices.

The cessation of land releases has had
a disastrous effect on my electorate. The
development of many of our servicing
industries has stopped and potential new
industries have not been proceeded with. In
my maiden speech in this House three
years ago I suggested that the Govern-
ment reinstate a land release scheme, not
of the magnitude of a million acres a year
as was the former policy, but something
matched to the needs of suitable applic-
ants and which would also take into ac-
count the costs of creating infrastructure
by Glovernmnents and private interprise.

It was a great pity that no heed was
taken of my suggestion at that time. Since
then world wheat Prices have been at
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record levels due to shortages In produc-
tion. It would have been a very opportune
time to open land in our cereal areas.
The income obtained fronm the initial
crops could have financed much of the
development of new farms. However.
this is now history; nothing was done
and the opportunity was lost.

The Government now is ready to em-
bark on a new land release scheme. In
fact it is already allocating blocks and
planning the release of more. It is
unfortunate that world grain prices are
dropping, but I am sure that with the
calibre of applicants now, after a backlog
of five years without releases, the new
land farmer problem will not occur again
and the scheme will be successful.

In parallel with this development we
can again hope for some prosperity re-
turning to some of our agricultural areas. I
would urge the Government not to deviate
from the policy it has now embarked on
despite the fact that there may be con-
tinuing downturns in fortunes in our in-
dustry. No doubt pressures will be applied
should this happen, but it would be my
hope that the Government will continue
with the polity it has now embarked on.

The Environmental Protection Authority
has now issued recommendations on sys-
tems 3, 4 and 11-those which affect
my electorate. Cabinet has approved
of these findings. I and my electorate
are staggered by tile recommendations of
the EPA to reserve millions of acres of
potentially good agricultural land In the
scut'i-east agricultural area. Little heed
has been taken of the protests which were
raised by shire councils, farmers' organi-
sations and members of Parliament.

I admit it was a tragedy that our
forebears did not have the forethought to
consider the establishment of national
parks during the rush to develop land in
the 1930s. However, the EPA currently
seems to have been designed to make
amends for the former lack of foresight
and large areas have been proposed from
the only areas of virgin land available:
and we have copped the full brunt of this
policy.

I am not opposed to the conservation
of virgin land for national parks or re-
serves, but I wish to see a balance in this
policy between farmlands and reserves. I
am strongly opposed to the grabbing of
large tracts just to prove to posterity that
the citizens of 1970 were a foresighted
group of people.

The EPA has not looked as closely as it
may have been able to at the viability of
various communities affected by the estab-
lishment of reserves in their areas. In
fact the views of the CTRC report were
adopted almost In entirety in the plan-
ning of systems 3, 4 and 11.

I am most concerned about plans to en-
large Fitznatrick National Park. Already
this Park is 600 000 acres in size and the

plans are to increase this area by another
100 000 acres or so. This land is mainly
good agricultural-type land similar in flora
and fauna and scenic grandeur to that
already contained in the park.

Local opinion-anld I share it-s that
without 30 or more farm units in the area,
the viability of the small community re-
siding nearby is threatened. Already the
Education Department is considering the
withdrawal of one teacher from the two-
teacher school, and the school bus services
are being severely curtailed. The present
Population is too small to support essen-
tial services, and these are needed for a
community which is 35 to 40 miles from
the nearest centre.

The Environmental Protection Auth-
ority, on considering the approaches made
to it, took only the narrow view on the
question of viability of the area. It con-
sidered that Possibly only 5 000 acres was
needed for the Purpose of stabilising
farms in the area. This would be the area
of land needed to build up existing farms
to a sufficient economic area only, but no-
where near enough to consolidate the dis-
trict.

As a result of setting aside such vast
areas, the revenue of shire councils will be
severely affected in the future, as reserve
land is exempt from rates. The loss to the
Esperance Shire alone, with approximately
one million acres of reserve land, would on
today's figures represent $150 000 per an-
num. That land comprises one-seventh of
the tctal area of land in the Esperance
Shire.

I would urge the Minister to ensure that
compensation of some sort be made avail-
able to local authorities to overcome the
loss of rate revenue. The public will de-
mand the provision of roads and services:
and it will be incumbent on local authori-
ties to provide many of these. It would be
unfair to expect the local ratepayers to
meet all this cost.

While it is one thing to set aside re-
serves, it is quite another to manage them
in the best Interests of the indigenous
species. Furthermore, it is necessary and
incumbent on the managing authorities to
ensure that the presence of a park does
not overly affect the nearby residents or
the travelling public.

To enlarge on this point, for too long
have we seen bushiflres, originating in
parks and caused by lightning or careless
campers, sweeping into farmland and
causing great inconvenience and financial
loss to the settlers. Firebreaks, either
ploughed or burnt, should be Provided by
the reserve authority. I am aware that this
policy is being implemented in some areas,
but it should be enlarged to cover all the
bigger reservations.

Fencing to contain the indigenous
species is also an essential requirement.
Adjoining landowners are suffering con-
siderable economic loss as a result of the



(Thursday, IS November, 1978]

hordes of marauding kangaroos and emus
that desert the parks to graze on sown
Pastures and crops.

Thousands of these are being shot each
ypar by farmers in a bid to protect their
ly'velihood. No-one wishes to destroy the
dative animals wantonly, but when one's

survival is at stake I am afraid it becomes
necessary to shoot these species.

The Passing motorist is frequently an-
other victim of the passage of park fauna
across roadways. I know that the Minister
is concerned and is endeavouring to ease
the burden of the property owners to pro-
vide adequate fencing through tax conces-
sions on fencing, but this exemption is by
no means sufficient. That Is only part of
the story. In may opinion vermin Proof
fences should be erected around all areas
of national parks and larger reserves.

I now turn to the fishing industry. With
the likely introduction of legislation to
extend the territorial limits to 370 kilo-
metres offshore, many foreign fishing
fleets now exploiting these waters will
either have to seek new grounds, or seek
Joint ventures with Australian interests.

This move is very likely to see a big
stimulus to the industry. Australia, now
a net importer of fish, could at some time
in the future become a major supplier. The
Government must be ready to assist the
fishing industry, and It could do this In
four ways.

Firstly the Government could back up
research on fisheries and the yields from
the fishing grounds; secondly It could
assist by providing loans to those who
are anxious to embark on a fishing career:,
thirdly it could assist with loans and
guarantees to companies to process the
catches; and fourthly it could back up
marketing research. The Government
could do this in much the same way as
Governments have assisted the agricul-
tural industry.

Four ports to serve the industry have
been mentioned as likely focal points of
the industry. I would like to suggest a
fifth which I feel has been overlooked, be-
cause of lack of knowledge of its Poten-
tial. Naturally I am referring to Esper-
ance, which is situated at the western end
of the Great Australian Bight. I know
that the eastern part of the Great Aus-
tralian Bight is well exploited by the South
Australian fishing industry.

There is no reason to suppose that the
fish schools do not extend right across the
Bight, but at the moment little investiga-
tion has been carried out to prove this
point. Any work that has been done
has been carried out in a piecemeal way,
and this tends to bear out the view that
the western end of the Bight is poten-
tially as good as the eastern end which
is already well exploited.

It is to be hoped that the efforts of
Esperance organisations to have detailed
research Into these waters investigated

more fully do not fall on deaf ears for
much longer. If the potential is established
it is hoped that private firms and the Gov-
ernment will get behind us in establlshing
a fully integrated industry which as I see
it could well become one of the greatest
in southern Australia.

I wish to raise a couple of other points.
The first relates to workers' compensation.
As we all know this is now presenting a
terrible burden to the employers, and I
urge the Government to look closely at
ways of bringing relief.

The other day a young emiployer at
Esperance who employs two apprentices
approached me and said he would have
to dismiss one apprentice, because he cal-
culated that the cost of workers' corn-
pensation was $700 per annum per ap-
prentice, which is a cost he cannot bear.

As I see it the 100 per cent payment to
workers on compensation is not helping
the situation. I am sure many employees
take the opportunity on occasions to vacate
their jobs for a few days, as they suffer no
financial las from such absenteeism.

An insurance type of scheme whereby
the worker contributes to his own welfare
may reduce accidents and discourage ab-
senteeism, especially if a no-claim bonus
incentive is incorporated. If this means
extra wage payments to contributors to
this scheme, I feel sure most employers will
readily opt for it.

Finally I would like to compliment the
Government on its review of the death
duty legislation. I would have liked to
see the legislation go further. However,
the loss of revenue to the State would
have to be replaced by revenue from other
sources.

One point I would like to see intro-
duced is indexation parallel with the in-
flation rate. I hope the Government will
act in this way, if the economy continiuas
to inflate at the present rate. I sup-
port the motion.

Sir Charles Court:. We have undertaken
to do that in the policy speech.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [9.19
p.m.]:- I would like to put a request to
the Government to institute a full and
public inquiry into the composition, the
competence, and the cost of the Alcohol
and Drug Authority. I have mulled over
this for a considerable time. I was de-
lighted, and I am on record In this House
as having said how delighted I was, when
the Government proceeded with this leg-
islation to set up this authority.

It was legislation the previous Labor
Government had been looking at. We had
been delayed in our desires by the fact
that there was an Honorary Royal Com-
mission, Once we knew the results of that
commission we set about f raming
legislation to apply the recommendations.
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Further, I have been continually and
regularly disappointed with the results of
the work done by the ADA. For some
considerable time I beard rumblings about
the methods by which it was operating.
many people have made complaints to
me; Indeed, on one occasion I wrote to the
Minister for Health and told him about
the complaints. I warned him that I was
concerned about them.

The Minister wrote back thanking me
for my concern, and said that if I re-
ceived any further complaints I should
refer the complainants directly to him, and
he would deal with them. Naturally they
came to me only when they felt they
were not getting satisfaction from the
department, or from the Minister If they
had been to him.

I think the latest development occured
following the appointment of Dr Scott as
the medical director, and I believe that
while the Government is conducting the
inquiry and until It Is over. Dr Scott should
be removed from that position and the
Chairman of the ADA (Mr John Williams)
should also be removed from his position.
If the Inquiry finds there Is no criticism
of them, then of course they can be
returned to office.

I have been on record in this House
as not only applauding the Governiment's
moves In establishing the authority, but
also as criticising most severely the pol-
itical appointment of Mr John Williams
as chairman. I said at the time it was
likely to be a disaster, and I believe it
has proved to be so. I suggested there were
n0l kinds of people who could very prop-
erly be appointed to the ADA, but my ad-
vice was not taken, or It was considered
to ce of no consequence.

I want members to understand first and
foremost that I speak only as a layman,
not with special authority, but with a
great deal of concern for those people who
have discussed the Position with me. I
understand the present director (Dr Scott)
Is an excellent Psychiatrist; he has splendid
degrees, and is a good doctor. I also know
for certain that there developed Impossible
relationships between him and the staff
and patients. I believe that the treatment
by Dr Scott of both staff and patients
is not what one would expect of a doctor
in that position. For that reason, and until
the inquiry is completed, he should be
removed from the position.

I believe that the Government had
everything going for it when It estab-
lished the ADA and I was delighted indeed
to see in the Daily News of about the 13M
November, 1974, an article in which it was
stated that Mr Williams had said-

"At the centre we have facilities for
all forms of counselling.

"Nobody will be turned down. Any-
body who has a problem can come for
advice-for themselves, family, next-
door neighbour, or anybody else.

"There will be no keys in doors and
nobody will have to stay.

That was precisely what I wanted, but
the situation has not developed that way.
The high ideals espoused at that time
have not been followed through and I
believe that now a considerable amount
of Government money is being wasted. The
authority was established with an immense
amount of goodwill from all sections of
the community and nothing has been a
greater disappointment. As I say. I be-
lieve it was doomed from the start because
of the Political appointment of the chair-
man.

I was prepared to give the authority a
go. Indeed I had people coming to me
seeking positions within the authority and
expressing concern as to their future. At
that time they held positions in other
areas and were hoping they could get into
the authority. I1 pointed out that I had
no jurisdiction in the appointments and
indicated they would have to take their
chance with the other applicants.

I think some of those people who were
subsequently fixed up and received ap-
pointments promptly forgot the people
they had joined with, and with whom
they had protested, and since then there
has been a great deal of empire building,
none of which has resulted in the fulfil-
went of the work the ADA was supposed
to be doing.

As I said, I held off for some consider-
able time because during the past 12
months at various times I could have
raised some of the matters brought to me.
However, I am particularly concerned with
the developments which have taken place
since the beginning of August and the
lack of decisive action by the Govern-
ment. I was reinforced by the article in
the Dlailyj News tonight. I believe it was
a very mild article, considering what I
know of the position, but I suppose the
flaily News had to be a little circumspect.
I can only support everything in the
article and say from the information
which has come to mue I1 believe the posi-
tion is much worse than the article states.

I even spoke to the reporter who wrote
the article, and I am quite convinced that
initially he was of the opinion that those
who were complaining were expressing
concern unnecessarily and were biased. I
understand that this week he had an
appointment with the director at the ADA
and as a result of that appointment he
can only endorse everything that has been
said about the man; but it was only after
he met Dr Scott that he was convinced
along those lines.

Dr Scott was appointed on the 2nd
August, 1976. 1 believe there were two
applications for the position, but I do not
know from whence the second application
came. Since that time he seems to have
gone out of his way to make himself ob-
jectionable both to staff and patients. I
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understand that when the appointment was
made the ADA made no checks apart
from those of the references which came
with his application. Apparently no
check was made as to his background or
how he had fitted into other Positions
he had held.

On the 25th August, the antagonism
which soon became evident apparently re-
sulted in 22 staff-mostly professional
people-signing a petition and forwarding
it to the Chairman of the ADA. Here
again I believe the chairman previously
had been alerted by verbal complaints,
although this was not mentioned in the
answer to a subsequent question I asked
the Minister for Health.

I was concerned that some 22 persons
of professional standing-and I regard
social workers, nurses, and the like as pro-
fessional people, not only dentists, doctors,
and lawyers-should Put their future on
the line and jeopardise it by signing this
kind of petition. It must have taken a
considerable amount of thought and in-
testinal fortitude to do it because many
of the positions to which they could be ap-
pointed were they to leave the ADA-and
many have since left-would be Govern-
ment positions, and they would not want
the tag of stirrers.

Mr Laurance: What was the basis of the
petition?

Mr DAVIES: It reads-
We, the undersigned, wish to bring

to your attention our inability to
work under the present direction of
the Medical Director.

Immediate action from the Author-
ity regarding the above situation would
be in order.

A reply within seven days would be
appreciated.

They had made verbal complaints and put
this in writing hoping for an inquiry.

Mr Laurance: What is the problem?
Mr DAVIES: Has the member for Gas-

coyne read the article in tonight's Dlaily,
News?

Mr Laurance: No.
Mr DAVIES: I suggest that the hon-

ourable member read that for a start be-
cause it will save me time. As I said,
they were hoping for an inquiry because
this is a serious position.

Mr L-auranee: It Is a personality prob-
lem, Is It?

Mr DAVIES: No, it Is more than that.
I asked some questions regarding the

number of staff at the centre and the
number of persons who had signed the
petition. I was told there were 88 persons
employed by the ADlA, but in answering
the particular question regarding the numn-
bers who were unhappy, the Minister said
that only a minority was Involved. of

course In the Carrells centre and the Ord
Street hospital from whence the com-
plaints came there were only 47 staff mem-
bers. If we add the head office administra-
tion and clerical staff that still makes it
only 53. Therefore it means that 22 out
of 53 signed a petition complaining about
the medical director. That was most
serious for the reasons I have just men-
toned.

I also mentioned the matter In the cor-
ridor to the Minister for Health.- There
had been an Initial inquiry, but It did not
seem as though there was to be a follow-
up Inquiry. Early in September I men-
tioned this matter to the Minister for
Health, and he said he would do some-
thing about It. Nothing developed, and
some time later-after I made the Press
statement-the Minister said the matter
was being looked Into. He also made a
profound statement; he said, "Davies is a
stirrer". That is Precisely what I was
trying to do; I wanted to stir things up.
The statement by the Minister shows just
how Profound he can be. It did not hurt
me to be called a stirrer.

Apparently my efforts were not success-
ful because it was not until the 29th Sep-
tember that there was a Press release
stating that some changes would be made
in the Alcohol and Drug Authority as a
result of an inquiry Into dissatisfaction Ly
some members with the medical director
(Dr J. F. Scott). That article appeared in
The West Australian. The Minister was
reported as saying that I did not know
what I was talking about, that my al-
legations were mischievous, and the auth-
ority's normal work was going on.

Those comments only highlighted how
detatched and distant the Minister was
from the scene. His remarks were also an
insult to the People who had made the
Protest. They were not happy with the
changes that had developed, and they
wanted to air their complaints. The staff
subsequently issued the following state-
ment, Which went to the authority, to the
minister for Health, to myself, to the
Public Service Board, the CSA, the HEU,
the PNA, the RANiI, and the HSAO. It
reads-

WE THE UNDERSIGNED, herein
express our dissatisfaction with the
Minister for Health's recent Press
Statement.

We are dismayed at our Authority's
lack of direct communication and
decisive action and we believe our
Position warrants a Public Enquiry.

Seven Professional staff have re-
signed since this situation developed
and it is feared that many more staff
will feel they must do so.

We continue to experience Increas-
ing difficulty whilst attempting to
work under the direction of the cur-
rent Medical Director.
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One would have thought that as a result
of that further serious statement the Mini-
ister for Health would do something de-
sive about the whale matter. It certainly
was not a minority of the staff which was
making the complaint, as the Minister
claimed. I think the staff position should
also be borne in mind both when Dr Scott
was appointed, and subsequent to that ap-
pointment. I think that during the 20
months to the end of July there were
something like 24 resignations or changes
of staff. Since that time, there have been
just about as many-since Dr Scott was
appointed.

I suggested, by way of question, that the
object of appointing Dr Scott to the de-
partment was to get rid of the staff and
replace all of them. I was assured that
was not the reason, but from the remarks
which have been reported to me flr Scott
has set out to destroy the work which has
been built up over a period of nearly two
years.

The previous Medical Director (Dr
Pougher) told me he resigned because he
felt he would prefer to be a, clinical man
rather than an administrator. Since that
time, shortly after his resignation was an-
nounced. I have not spoken to him. How-
ever, I was very sorry indeed that Dr
Pougher decided to leave. He had done a
tremendous amount of work, and he was
a very valuable resource.

The Government had sent Dr Poup'her.
and the chairman of the board (the Hon.
John Williams) overseas to have a look
at clinics caring for drug addicts and
alcoholics. Those two men went on an ex-
pensive world trip which cost the Govern-
ment some $8 000.

The information concerning the cost of
the trip was supplied to me in answer to
a question I asked on the 2nd October,
1975, and it read as follows-

(2) They have visited, or plan to visit
world authorities on alcohol and
drug dependency to discuss and
study treatment and prevention.
The total cost of the trip is ap-
proximately $8 000.

The authority had been set up for a
period of only 12 months and one would
have thought a study would be made of
the organisations in Australia, before
sending anyone overseas, I think the chair-
man of the board would have been a little
more circumspect had he looked at our
position here in Australia, generally, before
he went overseas.

The report made by Dr Pougher on his
return underlined the fact that Western
Australia was proceeding in a very satis-
factory manner with its drug therapy
tecatment. Time and time again it is
mentioned in the report that the methods
being used in this country were similar to

those used in other countries. So, al-
though the money might have been com-
pletely wasted, at least our method of
treatment was reinforced. I will make a
brief Qluote from page 58 of the report
submitted by Dr Pougher. It reads as
follows-

It was gratifying to find that much
of the philosophy and approach to
treatment which we are employing in
our units in Western Australia are ap-
plicable at the All Saints Clinic, which
is probably one of the best known units
in Great Britain. This particularly
applied to the clinical use of staff
within the team concept.

That is precisely what was being done here
in Western Australia, but I believe all that
type of therapy, and the work which has
been put into it, has been destroyed.

The present medical director has used
terms to the staff very similar to the
terms used in the paper which was placed
on the Table of the House by the member
for Moore tonight when he criticised the
publication, Salute to the Great McCarthy.
I was pleased to hear the member for
Moore take objection to some of the terms
in that publication. He will understand
MY point of view because the terms are
the same as those used by Dr Scott in re-
gard to existing therapies, and also in
regard to the staff. I think that is enough
to warrant his removal from the position.

I believe the director has decided that
the main form of therapy-I think it
might be the only form of therapy-is that
promoted by Alcoholics Anonymous. I am
in no position whatever to criticise that
type of therapy; It has a fairly distin-
guished history, and it is one which is well
acknowledged. However. I do not believe
it is one which can be adapted to all types
of persons. I know some who have failed
miserably in their attempts to cope with
AA therapy. I have been told that a. con-
dition of staying at the Ord Street centre
is that the person concerned must attend
at -least eight meetings of AA each week.
Very little if anything else Is being done
In the way of group therapy.

That is the type of liaison I wanted
initially. I am sure I san on record as
saying that we should have had a person
who was an ex-alcoholic, and who had,
perhaps, some experience with AA, and
knew what it was all about. Such a person
Would have been able to give some practi-
cal direction. However, my suggestion was
not acted upon on that occasion.

I believe the therapies now indulged in
by Dr Scott promote dissention. I under-
stand the patients are encouraged to be
abusive and report the staff, and there
have been false accusations made against
the staff, both by patients and by Dr
Scott.

4186
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I believe Dr Scott has countermanded
his own orders. He has humiliated the
staff and patients. He has abused the pat-
ients. He has used language which is not
acceptable to me or any person, least of
all an alcoholic. I am told he is unable to
control his temper; indeed, I believe he
was almost hysterical in dealing with the
reporter who Interviewed him earlier this
week. I believe he has allowed destructive
personalities who are using the centre to
stay there longer than they should, and
that he is selective in whom he dis-
charges; not the same rules are applied to
everybody. I am also advised he once pre-
scribed four times the required strength
for a dose of an antidepressant drug and
when this was queried by another doctor
the doctor was told in no uncertain terms
to get arn and give the treatment pre-
scribed. I believe the treatment was not
given and the patient was taken to the
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.

I believe it was reported to Dr Scott on
three separate occasions that certain pat-
ients had suicidal tendencies and his ra-
action was, "Let them take that course if
they want to." Where are the understand-
ing, compassion, and rapport which are
needed between doctor and patients in an
establishment of this kind? It does not
seem to exist. 1 believe he also set up pat-
ients to make public statements to bolster
what he claimed to be the good work the
ADA was doing. I believe one of the per-
sons who was reported In the paper as
giving the ADA a good reference subse-
quently took an overdose of drugs. To me,
he seems to show the hallmarks of a
schizophrenic.

when one has a look at the figures one
might think Dr Scott was having an
amazing amount of success. I regret to
say that is not so. When we look at the
figures given in answer to question 10 on
the 12th October, relating to discharges
and admissions at the Ord Street hospital,
we find in June, July, and August, 1976.
admissions and discharges were generally
about the same, in the high 20s. In Sep-
tember, 1976, the admissions were 49 and
the discharges 48, getting on towards
double what they had been earlier and
showing there was a steady flow of people
through the system-not being treated by
the system.

I think the average stay was down to
something like 14 days, when It takes four
to six weeks to go properly throuarh the
style of therapy which is considered likely
to achieve some success for the alcoholic
or drug addict. It is suggested In the
article in tonight's issue of the Daily
News that the hospital is becoming a place
where some of the renowned al1coholics
go for a little rest and care, after which
they go back to their old habits. No real
cure is being effected there and I very
much regret that is so.

I also understand that the methadone
therapy, which was working fairly Su(--
cessfully, has been practically discon-
tinued. There is considerable argument
about this therapy throughout the medical
profession. This is the therapy whereby
methadone Is provided as a substitute for
heroin and other bard drugs and people
on this therapy are able to go back and
take their place in the community, which
they would not be able to do if they were
on heroin.

I am told practically no drug addicts are
going to the centre: they do not trust it.
Over a period of almost two years con-
siderable trust was being built up between
the centre and those who felt they needed
treatment and were prepared to go there
for treatment for their drug problem. When
I made inquiries recently, I was informed
only one person was being treated at the
centre for drug addiction. This may be
because of discontinuance of the metha-
done therapy, but it means people are
going to private psychiatrists.

Private psychiatrists cannot give the
methadone therapy unless their actions
are reported to the Public Health Depart-
ment, which means the ADA in this in-
stance, I know of one psychiatrist who is
practising privately and who had some
People back at work as a result of giving
the methadone therapy, but he was told
he had to discontinue it. I complained
on his behalf. He went to the department
and had a talk and wrote to me saying,
"Thank you for Your intercession on my
behalf; I am able to prescribe methadone."
A few days later he wrote to me outlining
the requirements the department wanted
him to comply with before he could pre-
scribe methadone. No psychiatrist could
wcrk under those conditions and he has
had to discontinue the therapy he was
prescribing on a Private basis.

This means If there is any good In
the methadone therapy it Is not being
dispensed at the Alcohol and Drug Auth-
ority and it is certainly not being dispensed
successfully by reliable psychiatrists
around the city. It all gets back to the
one man who says there is to be no
methadone therapy. I do not know what
is happening. If the people who were able
to contain their addiction with methadone
are no longer able to get it, I imagine
they go back to hard drugs: and we have
seen concern expressed In the report of
the Commissioner of Police about the in-
crease in the number of drug offences.
The methadone therapy is not the only
answer but it is one avenue which can be
used successfully and which Is not being
used because Dr Scott does not think it
should be.

I do not want to inquire into Dr Scott;
I want to inquire Into the whole ADA-
the composition, competence, and cost of
the ADA. There are a few points regard-
ing administration which give me some
cause for concern.
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Because of my interest in the matter I
was looking for the first annual report of
the authority. The Alcohol and Drug
Authority was set up In November, 1974,
and its first report was due on the 30th
June, 1975. 1 might Interpolate here to say
it was only because I moved an amend-
ment to the legislation providing that the
report be tabled in Parliament that the
requirement Is now in the Act; the Min-
ister was good enough to accept tbe am-
endment. He said the authority should
make Its report public, and because of the
amendment I moved that requirement is
In the Act.

I looked for the report for the year
ended the 30th June, 1975, and was told
on the 7th October, 1975, In answer to
question 37, that it was nearing comple-
tion and would be tabled as soon as pos-
sible. On the 20th May, 1976, some seven
months later, in answer to question 18 I
was told it would he tabled the following
week; and it was finally tabled on the
25th May, 1976-almost when the next
annual report was to he ready.

I was prepared to make some conces-
sions. I thought the authority was just
setting up and wanted to get into the
swing of things, but I noted in the ADA
report for 1975 that the Auditor-General's
report was dated the 15th April, 1976. So
it was not until just before the report
was tabled in this House that the author-
ity had the Auditor-General in to have
a look at its books; and there is no report
yet for the year ended the 30th June,
1976.

In the first report the Auditor-General
drew attention to the need to establish
a special account under subsections (2)
and (3) of section 28 of the Act, and I
was advised in reply to question 18 on the
20th May. 1976, that arrangements had
been made for setting up the separate
account; but in his report for the year
ended the 30th June, 1976, the Auditor-
General said this had not been done.

In answer to question 9 an the 20th
October, 1976, 1 was told that this had
been done at the Treasury. I was told
earlier it had been done, and I was told
again it had been done; yet on two occa-
sions, in the annual report of the ADA
and in the report of the Auditor-General.
the Auditor-General said it had not been
done. I do not think there is any excuse
for not having this attended to before.

This organisation is now costing us
more than $1 million a year. I think in
its first year of operation its expenditure
was something like $383 000, but that has
escalated to approximately $1 million
in less than two years. So this matter
should cause us a great de~al of concern.

I am worried also about the way the
money has been spent. In all the areas
covered by ADA, I was told it had a
staff of 88. That is a fairly large staff
for a relatively small organisation. I was

prepared to accept that, but during its
less than two-years' operation, the au-
thority has managed to acquire for itself
something like 12 vehicles and one tractor.
That is approximately one vehicle for
every seven employees. When I look at
the positions held by the people driving
around in the veh~cles, I am frankly
amazed.

The ADA has a Kingswood sedan for
the use of the administrator, it has a
Holden station wagon for the use of the
managing secretary, a Kingswood sedan
for the use of the Secretary of the ADA,
and a car used by the courier, although I
know on occasions the courier has had
to hire taxis because no vehicles have
been available. The authority has a
Datsun used by the administrative as-
sistant, a Holden Torana-

Mr Bertram: It sounds like a general
transport company.

Mr DAVIES: -used by the medical
director, and a Holden Torana-registered
No. XIW 196-used by the Chairman of
the ADA and authorised staff.

I want to bring to the attention of the
Liberal Party the fact that Holden
Torana, registered No. XIW 196, used by
the chairman, was parked regularly in the
car park here until I asked this question,
and it has not been there since.

It looks to me as though the chairman
had full use of the vehicle. The chairman
is a member of Parliament and his chair-
manship of the authority is a part-time
Job. However, he has the use of a vehicle
while the Medical Director of the Royal
Perth Hospital does not have the use of a
vehicle, nor does the Administrative Dir-
ector of the Royal Perth Hospital. As I
understand it, their counterparts at Sir
Charles Galrdner Hospital do not have the
use of vehicles, and yet here is a man, a
part-tine chairman and member of Par-
liament, who apparently has full use of a
vehicle.

Mr Bertram: That is a bit rough!
Mr DAVIES: The authority has ap-

proximately one vehicle for every seven
employees. I want to know how this can
be justified. I want to know also where the
money is being spent and whether it is
being spent properly.

Mr Bertram: It sounds like Parkinson's
law.

Mr DAVIES: I do not think any chair-
man is entitled to that, and I believe some
of the other staff members could quite
properly share a vehicle rather than each
one of them having a vehicle at his dis-
posal. Of course, there are taxi vouchers
as well, including one for a taxi from Par-
liament House to Floreat in the name of
the chairman on the 23rd December, and
another one on the 24th December. I only
wish I could obtain some taxi vouchers to
drive back and forth because I am quite
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certain that the chairman would not have
official duties for the organisation between
Parliament House and Floreat!

Mr Skidmore: He might have had an
AA meeting at his house.

Mr DAVIES: Apparently he has a car
of his own because Torana registered No.
XIW 196 has not been seen in the Par-
liament House car park since I asked this
question and someone woke up to it.

No wonder some of the staff are con-
cerned about what Is going on, and what
they consider to be the waste incurred and
the incompetence of those in charge.

I asked questions regarding the vege-
tables grown at Quo Vadis, and I was
given a very encouraging reply. Quo Vadis
Is the farm at By! ord which the authority
has not managed yet to fill with patients.

I have been told that vegetables grown
on the farm are almost always used en-
tirely by the Quo Vadis institution itself
and the Ord Street hospital which is con-
ducted by the ADA. The produce is sup-
plied to the Ord Street hospital at market
,prices.

The Quo Vadis institution had some
surplus cauliflowers and it was suggested
that they should be offered, as other vege-
tables are sometimes offered, to some of
'the soup kitchens around town, However,
these cauliflowers were ploughed back into
the ground because one person said he was
not asked about them. Allegedly because
permission had not been sought to do
anything else with the vegetables they
were ploughed into the ground. This, how-
ever, was not, in this case, the fault of
the medical director.

I have put forward some of the reasons
that we must nip this empire-building
right in the bud. We must know how ef -
fectively the money is being used. Are we
helping the people we intended to help?
We were told that nobody would be turned
-away; anybody could come to the auth-
ority-alcoholics, their famnilies, or even
the next-door neighbours. The authority
is not working the way we expected it to
work. The Daily News. I believe, referred to
it as something of a home for old lags-
people enter It for a short break, a little
treatment, and then they return to their
usual habits.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Mr DAVIES: Thank you, Sir. The auth-
ority is not getting to the core of the pro-
blem in any way.

I have given only a broad outline of
what has happened. I have received sev-
eral deputations from concerned people
who would be prepared to come forward
and give evidence. They left their jobs be-
cause they could not stomach the treat-
ment that was handed out to them or the
patients, In good conscience they could
not stomach the waste that was occurring.

Some of the staff said they would wait
until Dr Scott's six-months' trial period
was up. They said they would hang on
until then by hook or by crook, but they
could not stand it. These people quit and
apparently they were not replaced until
they were out of the way. They finished
work one day and their replacements
started on another. In fact, until I drew
attention to the question of replacements,
no advertisements for staff had been in-
serted. I do not know what is going on
there. These incidents reflect the lack of
liaison and co-operation in the whole sys-
tem.

I have given tonight a broad outline
of the matters discussed with the deputa-
tion and, incidentally, I know the names
of only two people. I particularly did not
bother to record names because I did not
want to embarrass anyone by saying, "So-
and-so said this," and "So-and-so said
that". They came to me in good faith;, I
gave them a hearing, and it is mhy res-
ponsibility to make a plea now on their
behalf.

It Is true that the department effected a
form of inquiry under Dr Bill Roberts, a
man for whom I have great admiration,
Also, I believe the principal matron-
Matron Beard-investigated the nursing
angle. I have the greatest admiration for
her also. She is a, very forthright and
capable person-indeed, both these people
are. However, they could go only so far.

We have the situation where the Gov-
ernment does not want another failure on
Its hands. The Press article to which I
referred points out some of the difficulties
experienced in the Public Health Depart-
ment. Dr Bill Roberts was given the job,
as the "Dr Kissinger' of the Public Health
Department. He tried very hard to get
the parties together, but one cannot hope
for a solution when the basic needs, re-
quirements, and demands are not con-
sidered.

It is now nearly three months since the
Government dealt with the first com-
plaint, and what is the result? Most of
the responsible staff have gone, and the
centre has been turned Into a depot for
AA,

If we want to use AA therapy, let us
not go to all this other expense; let us
just hand the matter over to Alcoholics
Anonymous. Possibly some of these people
would benefit from that-in fact, I am
sure some would. However, the situation
requires much more than that.

As I said before, I believe the appoint-
ment of the Hon. John Williams was a
political one and a disastrous one. In my
opinion he did not respond quickly enough
and with sufficient understanding to the
complaints made by the staff. I can un-
derstand the situation in which the Min-
ister for Health belongs to the Country
Party and the chairman of the authority
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Is a member of the Liberal Party; if there
is any conflict there will be another split,
and so they have to be careful that no
conflict arises.

I paint out that Mr Williams did not
check on Dr Scott as widely as he should
have; I was quickly able to get some
opinions on Dr Scott, and I believe he has
not displayed the understanding neces-
sary to run this kind of institution. He
has disregarded the skills of the profes-
sional staff at his disposal, and there has
been a lack of liaison.

Finally, I want to say that I spent 10
years as a full-time union secretary. In
that time I received many complaints from
people who claimed they bad been victim-
ized or had -suffered as a result of In-
competence, and all kinds of things. I
found generally that after a while the
complaints were forgotten when the tem-
pers which were frayed cooled down.
Never have I known a body of profes-
atonal people to maintain their antagon-
ism-that Is not really the ward; I think
It Is more disgust-with what has occurred
over such a long period. As I said before,
It Is now three months. In my opinion
those people are perfectly genuine, and
they have proved that by resigning from
their positions.

Now is the time to conduct an inquiry
and to study the position and everything
that goes on In the Alcohol and Drug
Authority.

MR NANOVICH (Toodyay) £10.03
p.mi.l: This debate affords members the
opportunity to speak about their electo-
rates and, in particular, how the Budget
affects them. I am not bragging, but
I say the Budget is a magnificent one, and
the credit for this is due to the Premier
and Treasurer.

Mr B3ertram: You will get on.
Mr NANOVICH: This Budget is an ex-

cellent one and in general the people
throughout Western Australia will benefit
greatly from it. All compliments must go
to the Government and, in particular, to
the Treasurer, because it is a known fact
that lhe is the greatest Treasurer in Aus-
tralia, He has won acclaim in other parts
of the world as a great man, a great
leader, and in particular as a great Trlea-
surer; in that respect he cannot be beaten,

Mr Bertram Interjected.

Mr NANOVICH: 1 would point out to
the member for Mt. Hawthorn that I do
not believe he could run 100 yards, let
alone run the Government.

Mr Bertram: The Country Party is not
rejoicing at that.

Mr Laurance: B.H. (Calcutta) failed!
Mr NANOICH: Our Premier has a re-

cord of many years in Parliament; he has
a perfect record; and the longer he sits

in Parliament the more benefit the people
of the State gain from him as Premier
and Treasurer.

Mr Herman: You are laying it on a bit
thick, aren't you?

Mr Jamieson: You can sell it to the mar-
ket gardeners.

Mr NANOVICH: I would like to com-
ment on the number of projects completed
in my electorate, and to compliment the
Ministers who have shown co-operation
and foresight in assisting what is definitely
the fastest growing local authority in West-
ern Australia. I could go a little f urther and
say it is probably the fastest-growing local
authority in Australia. It is tremendous to
have the co-operation of Government Min-
isters when trying to achieve projects for
the betterment of the people in ray
electorate, which at present is the elector-
ate of Toodyaty.

I think the number of new schools and
pre-primary centres that have been de-
veloped in my electorate must be a record.
It is something I can stand here and boast
about. I am sure the member for Mt.
Hawthorn will agree with me when the
details and the figures are presented to
him.

Mr Bertram: It sounds like favoured
treatment, doesn't it?

Mr NANOVICH: Schools have been de-
veloped rapidly, to the great satisfaction
of the people who are moving into one
of the greatest local authorities in Aus-
tralia today-the Shire of Wanneroo. Last
May I retired as a councillor of that
shire after 13 years' service, and it is very
pleasing to see the shire is functioning
well and extends full co-operation to the
local members of Parliament and Gov-
ernment departments. It is acting as a
true and responsible local authority: and
that is how it should act. I pay tribute
to the president. councillors, and staff of
that shire.

To give an indication of the develop-
ment, in the 12 months ending with the
commencement of the 1977 school year-
approximately three months awasr-$4.5
million-worth of school buildings will have
been completed in my electorate. If the
figures for the three-year period were
given, it would probably embarrass Op-
position members; because they were in
Government for three years and under-
took only a very lazy type of school
development programme. Certainly in the
three years of the coalition Government it
has shown that it is aware of where its
responsibilities lie and that it is prepared,
like a true and responsible Government, to
work for the people of W~es tern Australia.

Development has occurred not only in
respect of schools, but also in respect of
hospitals.

Mr Bertram: You have two.
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Mr NANOVICH: I said "hospitals" not
"a hospital".

Mr Bertram: We can't even get a decent
school in Mt. Hawthorn.

Mr NANOVICH: In my electorate a pri-
vate hospital will be ready to take patients
in about September, 1977; and again, this
Is due to the Treasurer and the Govern-
ment who have been Prepared to sup-
port the private sector by guaranteeing
the hospital. I am pleased to learn that
planning is going ahead at a good rate
on the proposed public hospital in the
Joondalup area.

Mr Barnett: They are giving it all to
you and none to me.

Mr NANOVICH: I listened to the bon-
curable member's problem about painting
the roof of a school. If he cannot ex-
tract from the Minister or the appropriate
department someone to go down there
and throw a can of paint onto a roof, then
his constituents are getting very poor re-
presentation.

Mr Bertram: Your constituents will
make a good assessment of you.

Mr NANOVICH: As I said, the private
hospital will be functioning about Sep-
tember, 1977, and that will be a great
asset for the electorate and the people
who reside in it.

Mr Bertram: And for the candidate at
the next election.

Mr NANOVICH: The Government hos-
pital to be developed at Joondalup ini-
tially will have 80 beds, but the founda-
tions and the development work will cater
for its eventual expansion to 200 beds at
a later date- The additional cost is being
incurred now to provide all the necessary
sewerage mains, heating piping and ac-
cessories necessary to accommodate a
hospital of 200 beds.

I am really pleased that planning is
well under way and, on recent informa-
tion I have received, it is probable ten-
ders will be called early in the new year.
So within about 12 months we should see
a hospital built in the Joondalup area.

Mr Bertram: You seem to be getting a
lot of favoured treatment.

Mr NANOVICH: If the member for Mt.
Hawthorn were to concentrate on his par-
liamentary duties as I do and to work hard
Instead of sitting there looking at bits of
paper and trying to denigrate people, he
might get on better.

Mr Grayden: He is always muckraking.
Mr NANOVICH: Yes, muckraking; I

thank the Minister for reminding me of
that word. I am very pleased to see the
development which has taken place in my
electorate in the three years I have repre-
sented it. I am sure I will be re-elected
in the forthcoming election, and will be
the new member for Whitford.

Mr Grayden: You will be there (or 30
years.

Mr NANOVICH: I certainly hope SO.
If I continued to name the schools which
have been completed and the programmes
initiated, I would need far more than the
45 minutes allocated to me.

Mr Clarke: Has your opponent ever
lived in the electorate?

Mr NANOVICH: Well, I am not sure.
I intend to place a notice in the news-
paper welcoming her to the Whitford
electorate. Probably she does not even
know where it is.

Mr Bertram: She has challenged you to
a public debate. Will you take her on?

Mr NANOVICH: On what-one-vote-
one-value?

Mr Bertram: On any subject. Will you
take her on?

Mr NANOVICH: The honourable mem-
ber should let me get on with my re-
marks. We all know the one track his
contribution is likely to take.

Ms Clarke: You would have to go to
Katanning to have a debate with her,
would you not?

Mr NANOVICH: When I read through
the Budget programme, I could take a
couple of hours outlining to members the
benefits which will flow from the money
to be spent.

I should like to praise the Minister for
Water Supplies for his influence in up-
grading the water supply and reservoir in
Wanneroo. This has enabled a certain
Pocket of houses in Mullaloo to have
scheme water at the turn of a tap. The
Minister is to be complimented for his
contribution.

Yesterday, the Premier opened the first
stage of the Wanneroo industrial estate.
When I was a. member of the Wanneroo
Shire Council, and since I have been a
member of Parliament, I have worked hard
to bring this programme into being. it is
very important to the people living in the
area. Previously, the Wannero district
has been known for its agricultural or
rural type of industry.

However, rapid residential development is
taking place north of Maninion and
Sorrento to Whitford and Ocean Reef.
Housing development also is taking
place at Edgewater, where the RDC com-
pany is responsible for developing the
area. The Wanneroo tctwnsite also is ex-
panding and an industrial area is badly
needed.

I congratulate the shire president and
his councillors and the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning for their
contribution and support in endeavouring
to have the area made available at the
earliest opportunity. The Minister for In-
dustrial Development also Played a signi-
ficant part in getting the industrial area
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under way. I also compliment people such
as David Carr and his departmental offI-
cers and Lloyd Graham, who showed a
very keen interest in the project.

In his opening address, the Premier
stated as follows--

The estate fills a vital gap in the
overall development of the Shire. It
should make it possible for local
people to obtain employment and it
will give balance to the growth of the
region.

For the industrialist there is a lot
offered. Prime -location, fast potential
growth, easy access to Perth and the
northern suburbs, and a willing work-
force in the nearby suburbs.

I am confident the foresight of
the Wanneroo Shire Council in estab-
lishing this Industrial estate will be
rewarded.

I could not agree more with those senti-
ments. I pay special tribute to all those
people involved who assisted in getting
this greatly needed industrial-commercial
area under way. Its Importance to the
people of Wannerco cannot be overempha-
sised, because it will enable workers to
stay in the district instead of travelling
long distances to their work places.

Mr Earnett: I should also like to send
a big cheerio to Aunty Maggie!

Mr NANOVICH: I think the fungus
under the honourable member's nose is
worrying him.

I also pay a tribute to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Planning
for his foresight recently in introducing
amendments to the metropolitan region
scheme. I refer to an area on the western
boundary of the Shire of Swan. For some
time the shire has been working towards
extending urban development within Its
boundaries and the recent amendment to
the scheme will facilitate this aim. In the
past, this proposal had reached a. point of
stagnation, and I pay special tribute to
the Minister for ensuring its speedy imple-
mentation. With my representations to
the Minister and his co-operation and
willingness to progress, we eventually
launched a major development within the
shire which will include a large industrial
area which no doubt will be welcomed by
the people living within that region.

I should like to pay a tribute to this
Minister In regard to another area. of his
responsibility. Although his announcement
to provide additional urban blocks was
made less than 12 months ago, some 14 800
lots have been made available to pur-
chasers. In the remaining six weeks before
the 12 months are completed, probably
another 1 000 lots will come onto the mar-
ket. This gives members some indication
of the development which is occurring and
the competent way this Minister handles
his portfolio.

Mr Harman: How much do they cost?

Mr NANOVICH: He does not allow
development to become bogged down by
small problems; the problems have been
ironed out, and development is proceeding.
I believe the appointment of Mr Klaus-
Meyer as co-ordinator was a significant
move in expediting progress. If misunder-
standings of any sort occur between local
authorities, the Town Planning Department
or the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority, they can be directed to the
co-ordinator for resolution. He has worked
very hard and willingly.

For some time now the area of land to
the north of Mullaloo on the western aide
of West Coast Highway has been the sub-
ject of controversy regarding the type of
development which eventually should take
place. I am confident that the proposals
submitted to the Minister will be accept-
able. Everybody seems to suggest that the
Government should step in and buy the
land. It is all very well to adopt this
attitude, but it should be remembered that
money Is needed before Governments are
able to make such purchases.

I think the proposal that has been put
to the Minister is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the Government to take this
matter UP with the owners of the land.
I know that it includes an exchange of
land which ultimately will be at no cost
to the Government. It will involve rezon-
ing and I am sure the proposition will be
well received. Ultimately the area that
has been so badly kicked around, at times
unnecessarily, will be reserved as open
space for recreation for the people of
Western Australia in future years. As the
proposal is now before the inister I
hope something will be resolved within a
very short period.

It is very pleasing to see the Govern-
ment again making a contribution in re-
gard to the breakthrough of Marmion
Avenue. My colleague, the member for
Karrinyup, deserves praise in this re-
gard because he has worked very hard.
Already work has commenced in the Stirl-
ing area and within a short period the
Wanneroc shire also will get its portion
moving. The total grants given to the
shire amounted to $500 000 but this will
not all go towards Marmnion Avenue. Some
will go towards the upgrading of Wannerco
Road. The contribution from the R & I
Bank towards Marmion Avenue Is $280 000,
so it is playing its part in endeavouring
to see that the road is broken through.
The road will be of major importance
because two or three years ago the West
Coast Highway was good to use and very
easy to drive on but recently It has be-
come choked up and a lot of people are
using other roads to reach their destina-
tions. Marmion Avenue will be a significant
road when it is completed.

I am also pleased that the CAR and
main roads grants have been obtained for
the upgrading of Wanneroo Road. This
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will enable work to commence on the road
early in the winter, probably about May,
1977. The grants of $300 000 will enable
the road to be upgraded from where it
is Presently upgraded to the Yanchep
turnoff, a distance of about three kilo-
metres. I certainly hope we can obtain
some more funds the following year to
continue the upgrading of this very in-
portant road.

In the Whitford area there is the
Whitford Sea Sports and Rescue Club. It
has been operating for a couple of years.
It not only acts as a sporting club, but
also plays a major part in providing
emergency services, floating accidents fre-
quently happen. one can be the best sailor
and the best boatman but there will
always be a freak wave to dump one, and
of course one then has problems. This
club serves the coastal area.

I think the eff orts of the member for
Karrinyup in endeavouring to get boating
facilities are very much appreciated. I can
assure the House I shall continue to sup-
port him in his endeavours to obtain
boat launching facilities but I feel that
some interim boat launching facilities are
required now.

The Wanneroo shire, in conjunction
with Kaiser Aetna Australia Pty. Ltd.,
undertook a study of the area with a
view to building a marina where boats
could be safely launched and returned.
This would be a public facility. Unfortun-
ately Kaiser Aetna has withdrawn but
the shire is still willing- to continue with
the project. Prom recent discussions with
the Harbour and Light and Public Works
Departments It appears that progress has
become somewhat bogged down, probably
because of Kaiser Aetna's withdrawal.
However, they have assured us they will
continue to work on it. I certainly hope
that boat launching facilities are provided
in the very near future.

When we consider that there are some
47 000 boats licensed in Western Australia,
we realise this area brings In quite a lot of
money. I know these facilities are required
all along the coast of Western Australia
but I believe that with the co-operation
which the Wannerco Shire has offered, the
Public Works Department could surely
make this type of facility available some-
where in the near future. My colleague,
the member for Karrinyup, will continue
to press for them and I am sure we will be
rewarded in the near future.

Mr Mclver: You will probably get it
next year when the Labor Government
comes in.

Mr NANOVICH: I shall tell the member
a little about that when I wind up. I was
disappointed that I could not participate
in the second reading debate on the
Joondalup Centre Bill. When I was a
councillor I met on many occasions the
people who were involved in the presents-

tion of plans for Joondalup. The Minister
is to be complimented again on the manner
in which he kept the local authority in-
formed all the time. It was of real interest
to go to meetings and to hear interim
reports on the Joondalup centre. I am sure
the centre will go ahead very successfully.
It is an entirely different concept from
what the previous Government wanted to
do at Salvado. The previous Government
tried to make a big issue of that and tried
to take all the credit for it, but Salvado
was entirely different.

in his second reading speech the Min-
ister said-

The Government. in conjunction
with the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority and the Wanneroo
Shire Council, has commissioned a
study of the form of development of a
subregional centre at Joondalup based
largely on Crown-owned land.

So this is an entirely different proposal
from what the previous Government in-
tended to do with Salvado. Once the
development of the Joondalup centre is
completed the corporation will be dissolved.
By allowing a representative of the Shire
of Wanneroo to be a member of the cor-
poration, I am sure the Minister has acted
very intelligently. When the intensive
planning starts at Joondalup, I sincerely
hope consideration will be given to pro-
viding a landing strip for small aircraft.
I do not mean an airport like that estab-
lished at Jandakot.

Ultimately there will be a regional hos-
pital in the Wannerco area, and some
30 000 to 40 000 people will be involved in
the developments in the Joondalup centre.
Helicopters can be landed on top of
buildings or on roads, but I recommend
and suggest that serious consideration
he given to establishing a landing place
for light aircraft. We see such land-
ing strips in other parts of the State
from which the Plying Doctor air service is
able to bring patients to the Perth or the
Jandakot Airport, from where they are
taken by ambulance to hospital. I do not
want to see an airport established, but
Provision should be made to establish f a-
cilities for the landing and taking-off of
small aircraft.

Dealing with the Joondalup centre I
have the figures of the projected popula-
tion within the Wanneroo Shire district,
for the years from 1974 to 2001. They are
as follows--

Year Population
1974 .. ... 36400
1976 .. .... 54000
1981 .... .... 114000
1986 . ... 178000
1991 .. 244 700
1996 ... .... 302500
2001 .... ... 350000

That gives a clear Indication of the growth
within the Shire of Wanneroo.
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A report prepared by the State Health
Council's subcommittee on metropolitan
hospital needs was presented to the previ-
ous Government. This said that a hospital
might be required in the area by the year
2000; that Indicates how far out is the
report1 because the population by the year
2000 would be reaching 350 000. The Gov-
ernment is a mile In front by establishing
a hospital there within the next 18 months.

In this debate I could bring forward
many other achievements of this Govern-
ment. Its term of three years has almost
expired. I now want to offer a little criti-
cism, and to deal with the Road Traffic
Authority. I am not criticising it, but I
think It has not been given a fair go by
members opposite. They are prepared to
make all kinds of statements in an effort
to gain political mileage.

Mr Bertram: You know from whom we
are learning.

Mr NANOVICH: Members apposite
should find out what are the views of the
Road Traffic Authority.

Mr Bertram: How much revenue does it
collect per annum?

Mr NANQVICH: Members opposite are
prepared to use the Road Traffic Auth-
ority to gain political mileage, and that is
sheer hypocrisy.

Mr Mclver: Who is doing that?
Mr NANOVICH: I have seen some of the

questions asked in this House by the mem-
ber for Avon. These are questions I would
not have asked.

Mr Bateman: You are not a responsible
member of Parliament if you do not seek
information on behalf of your constituents.

Mr NANOVICH: Why does not the mem-
ber for Avon ring up the department or
the director?

Mr Bateman: He Is a member of Par-
liament. He has already done what you
have suggested.

Mr NANOVICH: That Is the proper
channel.

Mr Bateman: How do you know he has
not done that?

Mr NANOVICH: I know he has done
nothing.

Mr Batem an: What utter rubbish!
Mr NANOVICH: Go back to sleep.
Mr Bateman: Say what you have to say.
Mr Mclver: I have never heard a mem-

ber snoring so much in this House as does
the member for Toodyay.

Mr NANOVICH: Criticism should not be
levelled by members opposite at the Road
Traffic Authority. I realise that at times
certain points should be raised, but I do
not agree with the type of criticism that
has been levelled at the authority.

Mr Mclver: It was thoroughly Justified.

Mr NANOVICH; The Road Traffic Auth-
ority is not given much of a chance by
members opposite to operate In the way
it can operate if It Is left alone by the
hungry politicians who seek publicity from
their criticisms.

Mr Mclver: Why was it that 22 fines
were refunded?

Mr NANOVICH: I recall the member for
Clontarf asking a question as to who
authorised a certain radar trap to be laid
on a stretch of road. I am sorry to hear
the questions asked by the opposition in
this House on the Road Traffic Authority.

Mr Mclver: I repeat that 22 fines were
refunded.

Mr NANOVICH: Members opposite
should allow the UTA to settle down to
do its job.

Mr Bateman: How long do you need
to allow it to settle down?

Mr NANOVICH: The honourable mem-
ber should get off the authority's back.
The Minister In charge of this portfolio
makes decisions for the benefit of that
department and for the people of Western
Australia. I admire him for the way in
which he administers this portfolio, which
is one of the most difficult to administer.

Mr Mclver: Who is talking about the
Minister?

Mr NANOVICH: I am. I am giving him
great praise for the courage he has shown
and the steps he has taken.

Mr Mclver: You do not know what you
are talking about.

Mr NANOVICH: This Is the only way
to awaken members opposite.

Mr Mcover: It Is no wonder that people
write in when they cannot get replies to
their correspondence.

Mr NANOVICH: They get replies to
their correspondence all right.

Mr Mclver: If you want to throw it you
will get some back.

Mr NANOVICH: The honourable mem-
ber need not worry. I will throw it. I do
not know how the Opposition could run
the aff airs of the State; it cannot even
run 50 yards! I conclude by compliment-
ing the Government, and particularly the
Treasurer, for the great job they have
done in bringing down an excellent Budget.
I am sure the Treasurer will be her, again
next year bringing forward a better Bud-
get. That is what hurts members opposite
-the fact that he Is doing a great job.

Mr Eateman: NonsenssI
Mr Melver: Unemployment is the

highest it has ever been.
Mr Bateman: The member for Toodyay

should not be so stupid.
Mr NANOVICH: I am not stupid. If I

were I would be like the member for
Canning.
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Mir Mclver: You could have fooled us.
Mr NAqOVICH: I assure the member

for Avon that I will be here next year.
The Treasurer has done a great job in the
three-year term of this Government, and
far the third time he has brought down an
excellent Budget.

Several members interjected.
Mr NANOVICH: flow low will the Op-

Position go? Recently the militant unions
demonstrated again their irresponsible
tactics by launching themselves at the
subcontractors in the building Industry.
They realise a State general election is
In the offing, and that more finance is re-
quired by the Labor Party. They have
tried to force the subcontractors into be-
coming members of trade unions. On the
one hand they want finance, and on the
other hand they were trying to disrupt
Industry in an endeavour to embarrass
the Government just prior to the election
by ensuring that several school projects
were not completed. That is how low they

. will go-real low-to achieve a little pol-
itical advantage.

Point of Order

Mr BATEMAN: On a point of order, I
will stand so much, but I will not be
spoken to as being "real low-how low will
they go". I will not be spoken to in that
manner. I am a member of the Opposition
and the remarks made were derogatory
to every member on this side. I will not be
spoken to in that manner and be told
that I am going so low as to sink to all
sorts of depths. I ask that he withdraw
the statement.

Mr Nanovich: You said I was stupid.
Mr BATEMAN: I ask him to retract that

statement, too.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Canning wishes the member for Toodyay
to withdraw the remark about "being so
low". I ask him to withdraw.

Mir NANOVICH: I withdraw with plea-
sure.

Debate Resumed
The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-

ber has three minutes.
Mr Mclver: Too long!
Mr NANOVICH: For the information of

the member for Canning I wish to state
that, when he was on his feet, my inter-
jection was that he had said I was stupid.
The member for Canning then asked for
a withdrawal of that statement, but he
had made the remark to me, not I to
him.

Just before I conclude, I wish to Praise
you, Mr Speaker, for the way you have
tried to keep this place running as a
Parliament should run. However, what has
occurred over the last week or so has
absolutely surprised and disappointed me.

It is wrong that allegations can be made.
If I am speaking out of order, you direct
me to stop, Mr Speaker.

I will keep my remaining remarks brief.
It is wrong that allegations can be made
in Parliament to the detriment of a mem-
ber, especially when the allegations can
also detrimentally affect the family of the
person concerned. I believe that the
Standing Orders should be amended. Local
government has a rule under which if any
accusation is made against a member in
open council he has the right to ask
for a withdrawal or apology and if It is
not given he can take the action he
wishes. I feel the same rule should apply
in Parliament because at the moment
members are protected under Parliament-
ary privilege and it is wrong that a
member should make allegations which
could affect another member and his fam-
ily. When such statements are made in
the House they receive headline publicity,
but nothing can be done about it by the
person who has been detrimentally
aff ected.

Mr Mclver: You look at the history of
this Parliament and see what has been
said about Labor members.

Mr NANOVflCH: I now wish to pay the
member for Melville a compliment. He
spoke on the Budget debate the other
evening and when I listened to his speech
I welcomed it. Never once did he attack
the Premier or any other member per-
sonally. He attacked only the Government
and that is clean politics. A certain ele-
ment on the Opposition side is definitely
not bringing credit to the Parliament.

With those remarks I support the Bill
wholeheartedly.

MR HARMAN (Maylands) [10.45 p.m.]:
I did not request the call immediately as
I gave the Premier an opportunity to have
the debate adjourned if he desired the
House to adjourn for the night.

Sir Charles Court: I understood you
would not be here next week.

Mir HARMAN: That is so.
The member for Toodyay has heaped

quite a lot of praise on the Treasurer to-
night-

Mr Nanovich: And he deserves it.

Mr HARMAN: -about the way he has
handled the Budget; and he also made re-
ference to the speech the member for Mel-
ville made yesterday. I think if members
analyse this debate and the one which has
occurred today they would have to take
some note of what the member for Mt.
Hawthorn said because it illustrated quite
clearly that the Treasurer-this famous
Treasurer, according to the member for
Toodyay-had more money at the end of
the financial year than he knew what
to do with.

Mr Bertram: That is precisely the point.
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A Government member: Because he is
the best administrator in the Common-
wealth.

Mr Bertram: The best rip-off man, you
mean.

Mr HARMAN: He had not thousands of
dollars, but millions of dollars in excess
of that which was necessary for the re-
quirements of the State.

Sir Charles Court: I wish it were the
truth.

Mr HARMAN: He sought to cover up
that excess finance the Treasury had at
the end of the year, but the member for
Mt. Hawthorn very ably exposed to the
House and to the public what sort of
Treasurer we have in this State.

One of the other things the Premier Is
very good at is creating illusions and rais-
ing red herrings to give people the im-
pression that something big will happen
or has happened, when in fact the reverse
is the situation. We all know the type
of statements which emanate from our
Premier. I have heard him refer to "bold
imaginative plans": he has also said that
we can "defeat inflation State by State",
yet we have the highest rate of inflation in
Australia.

Mr Grayden: Absolute rubbish.
Mr Mclver: That is not rubbish and

you know it.
Mr HARMAN: I have heard the Premier

say, "Give me six months and I will re-
duce the unemployment."

Mr Nanovich: He has done it very suc-
cessfully.

Mr HARMAN: The fact is that we have
the highest rate of inflation of all States
and for some time now the rate of un-
employment has been over 3 per cent.

Mr Grayden: It is the lowest in the
Commonwealth notwithstanding the huge
numbers of people who flock here from
the Eastern States.

Mr HARMAIN: It has been consistently
over 3 per cent, which was not the sit-
uation when we left the Treasury benches
in 1974.

Sir Charles Court: We have the best
employment performance in Australia.

Mr HARMAN: Getting back to the il-
lusions the Premier and his Government
Ministers endeavour to create, I want to
refer to a heading in The Sunday Times
of the 11th April, 1976. It reads-

Govt's new scheme to boost WA jobs
Huge training program

The article reads-
The WA Government is to launch

a huge industrial training program,
covering apprentices and adults to
fight unemployment and put backbone
into state industries.

The announcement was made
yesterday by the Minister for Labor,
Mr Grayden, after the Commonwealth
Employment Service revealed 20,601
peopie-3.6 per cent of thc wvork forc
-were unemployed in WA last month.

Mr Bateman: Irresponsible!

Mr HARMAN: Seven months ago we
were told we were to have this huge in-
dustrial training programme, I ask mem-
bers: Where is this programme?

Mr Mclver: It's like the Pilbara plan.

Mr HARMvAN: Where is it? All we have
is silence from the Government side. We
are told we are to have a huge industrial
training programmne and all we get from
the Government side is silence because
this was merely another facade in order
to give the impression to Western Aus-
tralians that the Government would do
something about unemployment. We were
told about it seven months ago. Where is
this huge industrial training programme?

Mr Grayden: Can you hold that paper
up so we can look at it please?

Mr HARMAN: Certainly.

Mr GRAYDEN: Good heavens.
headline is this-

The

The SPEAKER: Order!
Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr HARMAN: Who is making the
speech ?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Several members Interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the mem-
ber for Maylands resume his seat. The
Minister was hardly doing the parlia-
mentary thing-

Mr Jamieson: Pinching a man's papers!

The SPEAKER: -in moving across the
Chamber. He was out of order when he
stood up while the member for Maylands
was still speaking, and he must net con-
tinue to do that sort of thing.

Mr May: That was a walking interjec-
tion!

Mr HARMAN: Mr Speaker, could I have
the assistance of an attendant so that
I can retrieve the article from which I
was quoting?

Sir Charles Court: As long as you reed
it correctly this time.

Mr Grayden;, Does the member want it
back?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER* Order!
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Mr HARMAN. Just to make sure every-
thing is right, I will again quote the
article, as follows--

Government's new scheme to boost
WA jobs

Huge training program
The WA Government is to launch

a huge industrial training program,
covering apprentices and adults to
fight unemployment and put back-
bone into state Industries.

The announcement was made yes-terday by the Minister for Labor, Mr
Grayden,..

I do not think I said one word out of place
when I quoted the headline of the article
a few moments ago, and I am sure a check
of Hansard will bear me out. The Minister
seems to think I am misleading the House,
but I am only quoting the article which
appeared in The Sunday Times of the 11th
April, 1976, and the Minister immediately
comes in. The Minister knows that the
huge industrial programme referred to
has not got off the ground. However, the
people of Western Australia were duped
into the belief that the Government would
do something about unemployment. So
far, the Government has failed.

The Government certainly has failed to
introduce any sort of industrial training
programme, and it has failed to make
any changes in the apprenticeship training
system. Nor has it provided a training
system for adults. Seven months have
elapsed since the Minister made the state-
ment, but nothing has changed.

Mr Grayden: Absolute nonsense.

Mr HARMAN: That is why I say that
from the Premier down-and some Min-
isters are learning from the Premier-
there is this attempt to create an illusion
in the minds of the public that something
is being done.

Mr Grayden: You said last week that
no further industrial legislation was to be
introduced, and you disagreed with the
statement of the Premier in exactly -the
same words. You are absolutely wrong.

Mr HARMAN: I admit I was wrong on
that occasion, but the Premier certainly
took heed of what I said. Even on that
occasion the Premier attempted to create
the illusion that the State Government
was framing a new industrial relations
policy which was to provide a new deal
for Western Australian union members. it
was stated a little later, in the same
newspaper article, that the Minister for
Labour and Industry said the policy was
still being framed. It was stated the Gov-
ernment believed the new Policy would go
a long way towards reducing Industrial
unrest, and would be welcomed by the
majority of unionists.

I waited in vain for that new industrial
relations Policy, and when I found that
the first step was to legalise what was

already happening-to allow people to opt
out of becoming members of a trade
union-

Mr Orayden: That was only the second
part of the plan. If you wait another week
there may be a third.

Sir Charles Court: The members should
see the plan we have for the week after
that!

Mr HARMAN: Nothing that the Premier
does would amaze me. The article which
appeared in The Sunday Times goes on to
state-

Mr Orayden said that because of
the serious shortage of tradesmen in
WA men were being recruited in
Britain.

"I wholeheartedly support the re-
cruitment of skilled men in the UK.
but the time lag is unsatisfactory.

I want to draw to the attention of mem-
bers tonight that the statement was made
during a period when we had massive
unemployment, as we still have. There
are 20 000 people unemployed in Western
Australia.

The Minister was well aware of the in-
tentions of the Fraser Administration,
which was to continue to create a pool of
unemployment. The Fraser Admninistra-
tion said the pool of unemployment was
needed to defeat inflation.

Mr Orayden: Who said that?
Mr HARMAN: The Fraser Adminisitra-

tion.
Mr Grayden: Of course it did not say

that; you are speaking an untruth. You
said the Prime Minister made the state-
ment, but you cannot substantiate it.

Mr HARMAN: To defeat inflation, the
Fraser Administration needed this pool of
unemployment.

Mr Grayden: They are Your words, and
not the words of the Prime Minister.

Mr HARMAN: The strategy was not to
introduce any Government money into the
economy, but rather to withhold it. The
reason obviously was to create unemploy-
ment. The strategy of the Government is
to make sure the pool of unemployment
remains with us.

The Minister must have been aware of
that policy in April, and that there would
be a continuing pool of unemployed, and
that the economy would remain on the
downturn for some time. The Minister
must have been aware of those facts, but
at the same time he said we needed to
bring in more skiled tradesmen.

Mr Grayden: Because we were short of
skilled tradesmen.

Mr HARMAN: The Minister wanted
those additional skilled tradesmen to add
to the ranks of the unemployed. At the
same time, the Minister was advertising in
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England for electricians to come to West-
ern Australia. The Electrical Trades
Union of Western Australia became very
concerned.

Mr Grayden: We are no longer adver-
Using.

Mr HARMAN: The union had 60 or 70)
tradesmen on its books who were anxious
to obtain employment in Western Austra-
lia. However, no employment was avail-
able for those skilled electricians. After
some representations, the Minister agreed
to discontinue advertising for electrical
tradesmen.

Mr Grayden: Absolute nonsense; there
were no representations at all.

Mr HARMAN: I want to quote several
small passages from an article which ap-
peared in The West Australian of Monday,
the 18th October. The first passage reads-

The State Government has stopped
advertising In Britain for electricians.

It instructed the Agent-General's
office in London in August to stop ad-
vertising because of employment prob-
lems for electricians in W.A.

Mr Grayden: Not because of representa-
tions.

Mr HARMAN: The article continues--
The WA branch of the Electrical

Trades Union had been seriously con-
cerned about the unemployment
situation. It had sought in August to
counter what it described as false
propaganda in Britain about the em-
ployment position in WA.

Mr Grayden: So what? We took the
same action with various other tradesmen.

Mr HARIMAN: I repeat: The Western
Australian branch of the Electrical Trades
Union had been seriously concerned about
the unemployment situation.

Mr Grayden: We did the same with
bricklayers, not as a result of representa-
tion.

Mr HARMAN: The position was that
people in England were being told there
were employment opportunities available
in Western Australia. However, when they
arrived they could not get a job. Does not
that show some lack of liaison between
this Government and its office In Lon-
don? Does not that show some lack of
liaison between the Government and the
unions?

I want to read a letter which was sent
from England to the Secretary of the
Electrical Trades Union of Western Aus-
tralia. The letter is dated the 14th Oc-
tober, and reads--

On the eve of a medical and X-ray
for Immigration to Western Australia
I was surprised to read your letter
published in Contact, the newspaper
for the EET&PU.

After several Interviews with West-
ern Australia as well as the Central
Australian Government I have been
accepted pending the medkcals for my-
self, a 31 year old electrician,. wife
and two children.

I have been assured a job in the
Perth area, possibly in Pinjarra and
would be coming out in January.

On reading your letter I have post-
poned the medicals and would be most
grateful If you could shed more light
on the situation as It would be unwise
for me to progress any further until
the future is more certain.

Could you please tell me how the
situation could change In November-
December?

I await your reply with Interest.
What happened was the Electrical Trades
Union in Western Australia, having be-
come aware that a large number of skilled
tradesmen were available for employment
in this State when there was no employ-
ment for them, took the intiative to get
in touch with its brother union In Eng-
land to acquaint that union of the facts
of life, which were that there were no em-
ployment prospects for electricians in
Western Australia. I think the union
must be commended on taking this action
to protect not only the members of the
union in this State but also those persons
in England who were being duped into
coming to Western Australia and who bad
been told jobs were available for then).
It was a very responsible attitude which
was adopted by the union here.

Mr Grayden: You realise there is a
nine-months' time lag between application
and arrival in Western Australia?

Mr HARMAN: The Minister was saying
in April that he needed skilled tradqsmen
when, with a little forethought and a bit
of knowledge of what was going on in
Australia, he would have realised the
economy is in a downturn and likely to
stay that way for a considerable period.
Yet at that time he was advertising in
England for tradesmen to come to Western
Australia.

When we examine what this little
episode produced, it points again to the
ineptitude of the Government. it Is
blindly going ahead causing a great deal
of worry and concern to the migrants who
are coming to Western Australia and to
the qualified tradesmen who are already
here. The Government does not concern
itself with individuals any longer, and the
important point is it has not done a thing
to build up the stock of skilled tradesmen
in this State. The only way it can do
that is through some kind of training
programme.

The Estimates for this financial year
show an Increase of 164 personn-l in the
technical education section, but when we
look at the contingencies fund we find a
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reduction in the amount being spent this
year as against the amount spent last
year. We all know the technical training
system in Western Australia is stretched
to the limit. There is not very much more
it can do and the only reason it is in that
position is that this Government, In the
period of almost three years It has been in
office, has done nothing about technical
training.

The opportunity presented itself recently
when the Whitlam Government was in
power but since the Praser Government
has been in office no real initiatives have
been taken in the area of technical train-
ing. So we have the situation in Western
Australia where the facilities available are
stretched to the limit. It is not possible
to do any more technical training in this
State. The Government has been aware of
this fact for some time and has done abso-
lutely nothing about it, except to create
the illusion that there will be a huge new
training programme for apprentices and
adults. That was announced by the Gov-
ernment seven months ago, and in the last
seven months absolutely nothing has
happened.

Mr Grayden: Absolute nonsense.
MR MOILER (Mundaring) [11.04 p.m.]:

I wish to take the opportunity afforded
me in this debate to raise some matters
which I know are of concern not only to
the people of the Mundaring electorate
but also to many other people throughout
the whole State. The first issue I wish to
raise is the shocking attitude of the
Premier and the Government in regard to
pensioners.

The House will be aware that during
the term of the Tonkin Government an
arrangement was introduced whereby
pensioners living in the metropolitan area
could receive free public transport. For
political reasons, and because there was
a Federal Labor Government. 1'2 months
after the Present Government took office
in this State the Premier decided to
appoint a committee to inquire into pen-
sioner concessions and benefits. That was
done for nothing but Political reasons, not
because of any concern for the pensioners.
in appointing this committee the Premier
had no genuine desire to help pensioners.
There was a Federal Labor Government
at that time and, true to his usual per-
formance, if the Premier could utilise this
section of the community-the pensioners
-on the pretence that he wanted to do
something for them, and if he could use
this committee and its findings against a
Federal Labor Government. he would not
be one bit concerned that it did not have
any beneficial results for the pensioners.

The committee was appointed two years
ago, and it is stated in the report it sub-
mitted that the committee comprised Mr
Firkins, Mrs Griffin, Mr Raines, Mr
Harwood, Mr Kannis, and Mrs Shearer,
and that they had called for written sub-
missions to be In their bands not later than
the 30th November, 1974.

It was almost two years ago that this
committee first started to operate, and it
was appointed primarily because the
Premier had made so many promises and
he always needs someone to blame when
he does not produce the goods. He be-
lieved that when the committee brought
down its findings-which it has done-he
could somehow blame the Federal Labor
Government for the position of pensioners.
There was a change of Government in
the Federal sphere almost 12 months ago
and nothing worth while has been done
in regard to the recommendations of the
committee because we now have Govern-
ments of the Liberal persuasion in this
State and in Canberra.

In not only disregarding the recom-
mendations of the committee but also
going against some of them, the Premier
shows his disregard for this section of
the commrunity and his willingness to use
these people if they are gullible enough to
listen to him. A good number of pen-
sioners were gullible enough to vote for
the present Federal Government at the
last election, much to their distress and
disappointment now. They were gullible
enough to believe the present Federal
Liberal Government might do something
for them, and they obviously thought the
present State Government would do some-
thing for them because of the fact that
the Premier took the trouble to appoint
a committee to study their concessions and
benefits; and that Is all he has done.

The State Government could implement
a good many of the recommendations of
the committee without the need to liaise
with the Federal Government. One of the
major areas in which the Government
could assist pensioners is in regard to
vehicle licence fees. The committee re-
commended that vehicle licence fees be
reduced by some 25 per cent for pen-
sioners, and in the general summation,
the committee stated that no submission
had been proposed to discontinue fringe
benefits and concessions. The report
reads-

While the content of the submis-
sions covered a wide and complex
range of issues the prime concern of
the pensioner was difficulty in meeting
substantial payments for items such
as motor vehicle registration ..

Obviously the pensioners felt this was a
major area in which concessions could
be made. Throughout the report it is
mentioned frequently that the provision
to pensioners of aL vehicle registration
concession would be a great benefit. Many
old-age pensioners are reliant on their
vehicles. Although they do not drive long
distances, they rely on them to travel
short distances, perhaps to the local com-
merecial area, to vist the doctor. and to
make other such necessary visits. However,
these people do not use their vehicles as
much as young people do.
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It is quite reasonable to ask this Gov-
ernment to provide a concession which the
committee, appointed by the Government,
recommends. However, the Treasurer has
shown a complete disregard for the recom-
mendations of the Committee. He has given
no indication that he will consider this
concession. The report has been
available for many months and he still
chooses to hide behind the claim that the
Government will make no alterations to
the present concessions for pensioners
until such time as the State Government
has completed its discussions with the
Federal Government on this matter.

The committee recommended another
concession in regard to public transport-
that the concession presently enjoyed by
the Pensioners should be not only con-
tinued but also expanded to include any
dependants of the pensioners. We all know
what action the Treasurer took in re-
gard to Public transport concessions for
pensioners-pensioners now must pay a
portion of the fare. Such action was
completely unfair. The Tonkin Labor
Government provided that pensioners
would receive free bus and train travel
within the metropolitan area. The Trea-
surer's action demonstrates his complete
neglect of pensioners.

One small section of the pensioner group
is entitled to a concession in vehicle regi-
stration fees. Any invalid pensioner whose
combined income does not exceed $48.50
a week is entitled to a reduction. If there
is an invalid pensioner in Western Aus-
tralia whose combined income does not
exceed $48.50 a week, this magnificent
Government-

Mr' Bertram: Do you put those words
in quotation marks?

Mr MOILER: -will give that pensioner
a concession on his vehicle registration
fee! Anyone would realise that a person
receiving only $48.50 a week certainly
could not afford to own a vehicle, so this
concession of the Government would ap-
ply to very few People.

On the 2nd June of this year-some
months back-I wrote to the Minister for
Traffic about this matter of transport con-
cessions. I asked that urgent action be
taken to review the situation particu-
larly with a view to increasing the amount
which an invalid pensioner may receive
before he loses this concession. In his
acknowledgment the Minister for Traffic
apologised for his delay in replying and
he gave his reasons for taking no action
in the matter. He said-

..I have been endeavouring to ob-
tain some information on any develop-
ments that may have taken Place be-
tween the State and Commonwealth
as a result of a copy of the Report
of the Committee of Enquiry into
Pensioner Benefits being forwarded to
the Federal Minister for Social Secur-
ity to consider the Committee's re-
commendations.

That was months ago, but members can
sea that right throughout the Govern-
ment has used this screen as a reason for
refusing to grant even this minor conces-
sion-raising the limit of the amount
that an invalid pensioner may earn to
qualify for a concession.

I might add that on the same date-the
2nd June-I wrote to the Treasurer en-
closing a copy of my letter and asking
that urgent action be taken. I have not
Yet had the courtesy of a reply from the
Treasurer. At least I did receive a tardy
reply from the Minister. Obviously the
Treasurer treats the Pensioners in the
same way that he treats me-he has little
regard for their position.

As I stated there is no reason that the
Government should delay any action on
the recommendations of this committee,
because concessions of this nature are
listed in the report as belonging to the
areas in which the State has sole interest.
The report lists different subjects in
the following categories: areas in which
the State can operate within its own
jurisdiction, areas in which the State and
the Australian Government combined have
jurisdiction, and those which are the pre-
rogative of the Australian Government
only.

From memory there are some 10 areas
In which this Government can take the
action recommended by the committee:
and one of those areas is in respect of
pensioner vehicle registration. There is no
reason that the Government cannot do the
right thing and accede to the requests and
recommendations of the committee.

Finally, still on vehicle registration and
drivers' licences, the point is worth making
that during the term of the Tonkin Gov-
ernment pensioners were given a small
concession in that they were required to
pay only $1 of the $3 driver's licence fee.
The present Government increased the
fee to $5, but it did not give pensioners
the two-thirds concession they enjoyed
under the Tonkin Government. Pensioners
are now required to pay $3 a year for
drivers' lcences.

Mr May: And they have to have their
grandparents in attendance with them,
don't they?

Mr MOILER: Another paint is that after
30 years' service railway employees are
granted a concession when they retire.
That concession is free transport within
the metropolitan area. At the time that
pensioners were required to make a pay-
ment towards their fares on Public trans-
port, retired railway employees had their
concession cut to the same degree.

It is interesting to note that at present
the only people who are entitled to free
public transport are members of Parlia-
ment, and that includes the Premier.
Pensioners must contribute towards their
fares, while members of Parliament are
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not required to do so. I think it is a
shocking situation when any Premier takes
such paltry action in respect of pensioners.

His action will prove to be to his detri-
ment when the pensioners are sufficiently
Politically aroused. We have seen them
beginning to realise they will be trodden
on and kicked around by people like the
Premier until they muster their forces and
demonstrate that they refuse to be pushed
around any longer and demand that to
which they are rightly entitled.

Another matter on which I would like
to touch briefly tonight is the eastern
corridor study, which could be described
as a corridor plan similar to the southern
and northern corridor plans. The MRPA
In its wisdom has at long last decided it
should commence a study of the eastern
corridor.

At the same time as It commenced the
eastern corridor study, it also initiated a
study into the commercial area of Mid-
land. At the commencement of the Mid-
land study the Minister for Urban De-
velopment and Town Planning Initiated a
great public relations exercise. A meeting
was called in the Midland Town Hall. That
meeting was well attended; the town hall
was packed. The people who attended were
hoping to receive some information and
advice regarding the proposals for Mid-
land and the surrounding area. However.
the whole exercise was simply a public
relations stunt, and no information was
given. The people came away from the
meeting none the wiser. They reali1sed
they were called to the meeting simply to
be told there was to be a study.

Not long after that meeting another
meeting was called by the Shire of Mvun-
daring for much the same purpose. It was
a public relations exercise to advise the
residents of that shire of the impending
study. Consultants were appointed who
were to study the area and any recom-
mendations put to them by residents. At
that public meeting I was successful In
moving that a committee of residents be
appointed for the purpose of encouraging
and receiving submissions from local resid-
ents.

That motion was carried and the corn-
rnittee was formed. It has been given
limited time in which to present submis-
sions to the consultants. The committee
comprises some eight or 10 local residents
who have worked very hard to obtain the
views of all residents In the area. How-
ever, the committee feels that decisions
have already been made by some Gov-
ernment departments and it is not aware
of those decisions, which may have a bear-
ing on the eventual outcome of the east-
ern corridor study.

Therefore, the local committee wrote to
the committee appointed by the Govern-
ment to study the corridor plan-the
chairman of the Government committee is

(140)

also associated with the MRPA-and asked
whether any decisions had been made by
Government departments which would
have an effect on the eventual develop-
ment of the area, and, if so, would the
Government committee let the local com-
mittee know. That letter was written over
a month ago, and the local committee has
not yet received a reply. When I raised
the matter yesterday with the chairman
of that committee, I was told a reply might
be received within a month.

They are required to put in their sub-
missions to the consultant before the time
expires. They have expressed the fear In a
letter to the Chairman of the MRPA that
they are involved in a futile exercise with
the resultant waste of many hours of
research and work because the Govern-
ment and the MRPA already have made up
their minds on what they propose to do
with the area, and that the submission
will be treated with little regard,

These People are genuinely interested in
the community in which they live and wish
to retain the beautiful environment of the
bills area. They feel they may have been
tricked by the Government into believing
their views were required and would be
considered, but that the Government in-
tended all the time to disregard them. That
is not only my suggestion; the people con-
cerned also have expressed that fear in a
letter in which they have asked for this to
be confirmed or denied. However, to date,
they have not received a reply which nat-
urally makes them a little suspicious of
the Government's intentions.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is one I have raised previously in the
House. I refer-happily, at this time-to
the Mundaring Primary School additions.
It was almost three years ago that Mun-
daring was promised a new school. I wiUl
not go into the details of how the children
of Mundaring were cheated, robbed, and
deceived by the Government; I will men-
tion Only the part of the story when, after
some two years of battle, a meeting was
called by the President of the Mundaring
Parents & Citizens' Association and held
at the Mundaring Town Hall. it was
attended by many parents and the member
for West Province also was able to attend
and made the grand statement that only
that day, the Minister for Education had
authorised him to announce that $100 000
was to be spent on the present Mundaring
school. To their credit, the group of
parents whose children attended the school
unanimously told him he could keep his
$100 000 if it was going to be wasted on
the present structure.

ThIs Government spent more than $4 000
in architectural fees and the like in having
plans and specifications drawn up for three
rooms to be added to the present structure.

Mr Mclver: What a scandal!
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Mr MOWLER: Even a layman could see
It was a shocking waste of money. I admire
these parents tremendously for their cour-
age in telling the member for West Pro-
vince to keep his money unless it was going
to be put into a new building, comnpletely
divorced from the present structure. They
have fought the Government on this issue,
and now we find the Government has
called tenders for the construction of four
n~ew classrooms, to be built separately from
the present structure.

This is an object lesson for all parents
and groups not to be bulldozed and rail-
roaded by a Government when they know
they are right. I was accused by the mem-
ber for West Province In a local publication
of being stupid in urging the parents to
stick out for what they were entitled to;
namely, a new structure. But of course,
three months later, the member for West
Province came back very happy to b
able to advise the parents that the schoo
would get four new clasrooms.

My only fear is that the Estimates pro-
vide for an amount of $100 000 for this
purpose, which is the same as that
promised some 12 months ago. I do not
know whether the Government intends to
try to skimp on the building, and con-
struct the new rooms for only $100 000
or whether It is prepared to increase the
allocation to enable the rooms to be built
properly.

The people of Mundaring have shown
they are not prepared to accept anything
but that which is reasonable for their
children; it Is to their credit that they have
stuck it out for the benefit not only of
their children but also of future students-

I conclude my remarks by repeating that
the Premier has shown a grave disregard
for the pensioners; the way in which he has
used this group for his own political ends
is disgusting, I anticipate that, prior to the
election, he will come out with some car-
rots to dangle in front of the pensioner
groups, and will endeavour to disregard his
contemptible delay in implementing the
recommendations made by the committee
his Government appointed. I believe it will
reflect badly on him and will be to the
detriment of his party at the next election.

MR COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [1L.40
pi.]: I should like to take the oppor-
tunity this debate affords me to mention
a few of the plusses and minuses that
affect the electorate of Murchison-Eyre.
The first thing I should do is commend
the Government on the Budget. One of
the plusses to the Government's credit is
its businesslike approach to the govern-
ment of this State and the handling of
the State's finances. A balanced Budget
Is a natural consequence of sound planning

Mr Jamnieson: It was not balanced. It
had a $19 million surplus.

Mr COYNE: We appreciate that re-
sponsible and knowledgeable people are in
charge of the situation.

Mr Bertram: Who wrote that for you?
Mr CQYNE: For that reason I believe

the Cabinet must be commended. We have
listened to the illogical arguments of mem-
bers opposite when they have talked of
ways and means of running the country,
but it is easy to see that those people have
never conducted a business of their own.

Mr Jamieson: That is what you know!
I conducted a business when I was 17
years of age on my own and made a
sucess of it before you were ever thought
of.

Mr COYNE: It is glaringly obvious to
me that they know nothing about it.
There is nothing more exhilarating to a
person than taking up a private enterprise
challenge and making a success of it. The
more competition he has and the greater
success he makes of it, the more confident
he feels in his approach.

Mr Mclver: Where is the evidence of
your mob doing anything?

Mr Bertram: What has that do with it?
Mr COYNE: It has a lot to do with it

because the greatest business in the State
is running the State.

Mr Mclver: What business did you ever
run?

Mr COYNE: I ran plenty of businesses.
Mr Jamieson: What for instance?
Mr COYNE: I ran seven businesses in

the years 1948 to 1960. 1 ran a chain of
grocery stores.

Mr Jamieson: So did Tomn and look
where he is.

Mr COYNE: One of the things about
business is that one does not learn so much
from the successful operations. One learns
more from the disastrous operations.
When I ran into a succession of disasters
w7hich were evidenced by the growth of
sup-ermarkets in this State I learnt the
most bitter lesson of my life. I did not
realise at first that the style of business
that was becoming prevalent in the middle
1950s was going to become as big as it
did become. Consequently, I battled on
for a number of years before I found the
capital content of those companies was
too big for me to handle, and reluctantly
I had to get out.

Mr Mclver: How is this relevant to the
Budget?

Mr Bertram: That is a good question.
Mr COYNE: I am making the point that

the most important part of running a
country is having some knowledge of busi-
ness and it is obvious that none of the
people on the other side has had enough
exn~erience to know what running a coun-
try means.

Mr Bertram: What nonsense!
Mr Mclver; Fraser must have a candy

shop!
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Mr COYNE: To describe the situation
In an electorate such as Mvurchison-Eyre
one must go through it virtually town by
town because they all have different opera-
tions. There are mining, pastoral and
various other activities; and each town
must be considered on its merits.

A disaster as far as Leonora is concerned
is the absence of funds in the Budget to
rebuild Leonora Hospital. Leonora itself
has deteriorated since the closure of the
Sons of Owalia mine in the early 1960s,
but the hospital has taken on a new ixn-
portanee because when the Aborigines
gradually moved into the country towns
they treated quite a number of problems.
Whereas previously they were employed on
stations and were looked after by station
people, they now inhabit the towns. This
has caused a big health and medical
problem in those towns.

Leonora Hospital has existed for some-
thing like 70 years. It is now playing a
much more important function than it
ever played in any of those 70 years be-
cause it is the backup centre for all the
Aboriginal people east of Leonora and it
provides a great amenity for the Kal-
goorlie region. For that reason I should
like to see funds being made available to
upgrade and update it into a modern hos-
Pita! to look after the people who are
disadvantaged.

The matron of the hospital is a wonder-
ful person. Her name is Sadie Canning.
She is an Aboriginal and she was awarded
the MBE in 1956 or 1957. She is doing a
tremendous service to the people in those
communities and she is renowned for the
compassion she shows. I only hope she
never leaves the town of Leonora. I want
to see the Government do everything it
can to keep her there and to keep her
happy. At present she is most unhappy,
and she has every right to be.

Mr Davies: Do they have community
health sisters there?

Mr COYNE: They have community
health sisters and they are doing a mighty
job. I have recently been out as far as
Wingellina. Giles, Jamieson and Warbur-
ton. They look after the people out there
and provide a tremendous facility which
has become a vital part of those remote
areas.

Mr Mclver: Thanks to the Whitlam
Government.

Mr Ridge: That is rot. They started
years and years ago and Pat McPherson
got a civil honour for pioneering the ser-
vice.

Mr COYNE: Apart from the nickel boom
years of the late 1960s and early 1970s
the goldfields region has deteriorated
somewhat and the disastrous droughts be-
tween 1968 and 1912 caused a serious situ-
ation for pastoralists. They were not able
to get the help they used to have by way

of jackaroos and husband- and-wife teams
and we find that pastoralists are now
-fighting a lone battle.

It is good to see the re-emergence of
crcas which at one time were very heavily
populated because of the early goldzuining
activities. At present there is only one
major employer of labour-the Windarra
nickel mine-which employs something like
500 people. It is a credit to that private
enterprise company that it moved out
there and erected that magnificent struc-
ture at Windarra. The operation is not
profitable at present but hopefully will be-
come profitable. It has put new em-
phasis on these regions.

Recently we saw the setting up of the
Perseverance project which is in the pro-
cess of setting up its infrastructure at a
total cost of something like $90 million.
['he introduction of capital to those two
areas in the Murchison-Eyre region will
%ause towns to grow and employment to
multiply in such a way that there will be a
greater emphasis on outback towns. I
should like to see everything possible done
to help companies to go there and to take
these tremendous risks in getting such
pperations off the ground.

Mr Davies: What is their ultimate work
force likely to be?

Mr COYNE: The town of Leinster, which
I inspected recently, is expected to cope
with about 1 200 people. It is situated
about 10 miles from the operation.

Another development of much greater
significance to this goldfields region is the
recent discovery of copper, zinc and silver
about 20 miles north of Leonora on the
.rarmoola pastoral property, and the ex-
pectations of that company are very high
at the moment. It is owned by the same
consortium which owns the Agnew nickel
mine, as it is called.

To give an Indication of the activity in
this area as a result of the discovery, rev-
enue totalling some $600 000 has been re-
ceived by the Mines Department from the
pegging of nickel, copper, and zinc claims.
This discovery was found in what is known
as the acid volcanic zone which people
previously knew very little about, and to
which they did not attach much signifi-
cance at the time of the nickel boom.

As a result of the discovery and the tre-
mnendous interest It aroused in the area, a
mini boom was triggered off. If we look at
the newspapers we see that the whole place
Is covered with claims. This acid volcanic
sequence is found not only in the Leonora
zone, but also throughout the whole area. It
extends as far south as Measles and across
the Meekatherra region into the Golden
Grove area which is located south-east of
Yalgoo.

This discovery was so significant that
major mining companies such as EZ and
Electrolitic Zinc became interested. At
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Golden Grove It has been proved that
something like 14 million tonnes of ore
reserves exist, but at the present time that
Is not sufficient to justify the capital cost
of the Infrastructure. The companies pre-
fer Lu 6ee another 6 million tionnes to0 en-
sure that the project Is a goer. At the
present time they are prepared to delineate
the ore body, because the present price of
copper Is depressed.

I feel very confident that In the next 10
to 15 years we will see a complete trans-
formation of the Murchison-Eyre elector-
rate. I can foresee 10 000 to 15 000 people
returning to that area. This is great news
to me, as I originated in that area, and I
eam delighted to see this development. In
the last two decades the area& has been
in a state of flux, and very little has come
out of It,

Mr Davies: Did you peg any claims?
Mr COYNE: There is not much more I

can say about the north-eastern goldfields
part of my electorate, to which I am
specifically directing my remarks. Its future
Is ensured. Leonora will become the host
town to most of these developments, and
it could become a great regional centre.

The companies are engaged In feasibility
tests and In installing television facilities.
From the discussions I have had with the
various bodies concerned I feel confident
that this will become a fact in the not-
too-distant future, and by that I mean
within 15 to 18 months.

I know that Western Mining undertook
a feasibility study Into the establishment
of television facilities at Yeelirrie, and
arrived at a figure of $2.4 million. This
Is quite a handicap for the company to
accommodate its work force. With the go-
ahead being given for the Perserverance
Project at Agnew there Is no reason that
this facility cannot be established and
shared by the Teutonic Bore project and
the Windarra nickel project at Laverton.

The first stage is to construct a coaxial
cable from Kalgoorlie to Leonora, and the
second stage is to erect microwave towers
to service these areas. It Is a great credit
to the project at Agnew that it has in-
terested Itself in providing this facility in
the township straightaway. I thought it
would be content to delay the provision of
that facility until a later stage when the
work force had been established. How-
ever, the company is anxious to Instal the
facility straightaway, so that the construc-
tion workers may benefit from this form
of entertainment.

I do not want to dwell on the north-
eastern goldfields area, because I feel its
future Is assured. It will see nothing but
growth from now on. When the companies
become established and are able to gener-
ate a cash flow they will expand their
operations in such a way that more ex-
ploration will take place, and thus the
area will be lifted further. The develop-
ments will have a cumulative effect.

Unfortunately the situation in the Mur-
chison is not so bright. At this stage there
is nothing of consequence in the pipeline,
apart from the Interest in the Golden
Grove area, which is far south in the
Murchison. There arc insufficlent rcscnvcs;
to justify the Infrastructure costs.

Interest has aiso been shown in the
Gabbanintha area, south of Meekatharra,
and this area is attracting the attention
of a number of exploration companies In
researching the area. I am confident they
will come up with something of con-
sequence, and that eventually a mine of
some standing will be developed.

One of the factors causing concern in
the Murchison region is the closure of the
railway line. A rumour has been circula.-
ting for some time and it is a recurring
one. When I was elected to this Parlia-
ment in 19711I remember the same rumour
being current at that time. There has
not been any reason to believe the rumour,
and the source of it has not been tracked
down.

The Murchison railway line is pre-
senting a dilemma to the Government.
Obviously It is not a profitable operation,
and the line requires tremendous up-
grading. Even if it is upgraded it will not
be an economic proposition to provide a
service under the present Structure.

I would not like to see that railway line
dismantled. I think the dismantling of a
railway line which extends into a mining
area is a bad policy: I think this line
should be maintained for at least three
years, as promised by the Premier. The
people of the Murchison and I are hoping
that in those three years something will
come up to establish a project that will
enable a major operation to be started.
and a different railway line to be built.

in recent times there has been some
revival of interest by the northern mining
group in the Iron ore deposits which are
just north-east of Cue. I refer to the Weld
Range deposit. This was supported by two
other deposits at Mt. Gould and Mt. Hale,
F'urther north there is the Robinson Range
deposit.

Members now in Opposition were in
Government when a, guarantee of $40
million was given to this company to build
a standard gauze railway line from Ger-
aldton across to the Weld Range in the
first stage of the operation. This project
went into limbo for a while, but now
renewed interest has been shown by over-
seas groups, particularly by European and
German interests, in getting access to
iron ore developments in this State.

The entrepreneurs who are promoting
this northern mining group are very hope-
ful that this project will be developed,
and Its success will give the Mvurchison a
lift that has been badly needed for some
time. it will create a major project in the
area, and the building of a 4 ft 81 in. rail-
way line to Meekatharra, which will
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eventually become the Property of the
State, is justified. It will also be the first
stage of what I think must happen in the
long term: that is, a railway link right
through the PI'lbara.

I think that is a vital necessity for this
State. There is also a fair amount of a de-
fence component involved and I feel the
Federal Government should come to the
party in sharing in the capital cost of the
project.

Mr T. J. Burke: Come on! Are you
expecting a flying saucer?

Mr COYNE: We never know. We have
people on our doorstep at present. The
area must attract some portion of Federal
funds for defence.

We all know that because of the flexi-
bility of road transport the only areas in
which the railways prosper are those
involved in heavy haulage over long dis-
tances and we do not have that in the
Murchison at the moment. However, there
is some hope for the future of those towns.

Earlier in the year it was sad to witness
the closure of the Hill 50 mine. Mt. Magnet
has deteriorated and the population has
decreased. However, to the credit of the
company. it has not given up hope. It has
not abandoned the operation and every-
thing is still as it was when the mine
closed, except that the mine has flooded. In
the last few days Hill 50 announced that it
has entered into another arrangement
with Western Mining to prospect more
thoroughly the leases on which the Hill 50
mine now stands. Some People may
wonder why this was not done before, but
the tremendous experience gained over the
last few years in geological studies and
other mining activities has given a lot
more information on the type of rocks and
country that is evidence of the Presence
of gold.

We all know that in the last few weeks
the price of gold has fluctuated. At one
stage it went up to $109 an ounce and then
back to $99, but these people who are in-
terested in goldmining-and after all
Western Mining was initially formed as an
exploration company for gold-are tena-
cious and because they are putting their
efforts into discovering new gold areas
in their own region, there is a good possi-
bility they could come up with something
which will mean the resurgence of Mt.
Magnet itself.

I would like to mention another matter
which is causing some concern, particu-
larly to those People who are Posted or
transferred to remote areas such as
Wiluna, Sandstone, and so on. They ex-
perience a deterioration in the quality of
life. I think Wiluna would be the best-or
the worst-example of a town with Poor
living conditions.

Wiluna is a fringe town with a Popula-
tion of something like 400 Aborigines and
38 white people. Members can imagine
that in a situation like that there is very

little social interaction with the Euro-
pean community. They are living very
close to a rather large Aboriginal popula-
tion and this causes quite a lot of friction.
In fact the stage is reached where people
posted there-schoolteachers, policemen,
community welfare officers, and so on-are
not very anxious to take up their appoint-
ments. These people must be given some
Incentive to go to and remain in such
places because at the moment they are
not there very long before they are anxi-
ous to get out. This Is causing many prob-
lems.

There is one other area on which I
should touch; that is, the development of
Yeelirrie. I believe that the Fox report
must have given Western Mining some en-
couragement as to the future profitability
of the operation at Yeelirrle. At present
the operation is virtually at a standstill,
but nothing can be done even to get it
mobile because of the uncertainty of the
opeiation itself. I believe those concerned
have some contracts, but apparently they
do not have a market licence.

So all in all we have a fairly depressing
situation in the Murchison and a rebirth
In the eastern goldfields. We hope the
position will change and that gradually
more prosperity will be achieved from one
side of the area to another.

I do not know whether there is very
much more I can add to my comments
tonight except to say that, as I mentioned
previously, difficulty is being experienced
in getting public servants and others Into
these areas because of a lack of social and
community services. One of the areas
which is causing grave concern in the
whole region is the provision of medical
services. We have just lost both doctors
from Meekatharra. I was talking to one
of the officers from the Medical Depart-
ment recently and he told me he felt that
because it was difficult to get medical
officers into the Meekatharra region they
would have to consider withdrawing the
Flying Doctor base from Meekatharra and
returning it to Geraldton.

I was horrified to hear this because I
believe Meekatharra has a great future
and should be developed and preserved as
a regional centre. I do not know the diffi-
culties Involved in encouraging doctors to
stay there. I know It is hard. Nor do I
know what can be done to rectify the
situation. I believe it Is difficult to get
doctors into heavily populated areas such
as Esperance, and even Kalgoorlie is hav-
ing difficulty in attracting doctors. So we
have this continuing situation which is not
encouraging people to go to these areas.

Two of the most important necessities
In outback areas are education and health.
Earlier I think the member for Albany was
defending the amount of money spent on
those two items alone in the Budget. The
total amount represented half the Budget.
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Therefore it can be seen that those two great experience to see the rebirth of a
areas must be improved in order that
people might be retained in the outback.

Some attention is being given to this
factor by Western Mining at Windarra
because it has undertaken to subsiwse the
food operators-the grocer, butcher,
greengrocer, and so on-to make their
prices competitive with those charged In
Kalgoorlie. This Is a great thing for the
company to undertake and it is to be com-
mended for Its action.

Much more must be done for those in
the outback. Previously I have mentioned
the provision of television. I think this is
important because television makes people
feel they are not quite so isolated.

The provision of roads is also important
because they allow people to move about
much more freely and more comfortably
than is otherwise possible. I hope tele-
vision is provided in the very near future.

To sum up, I would like to reiterate that
we are about to see what I consider to be
the rebirth of this great Murchison-Eyre
region. In the near future there will be
an expansion of the Population and a
growth of townships like Leinster, the host
town of the Perseverance operation, which
would be the newest town in Australia.

I predict a great future for the town
of Leinster. The name of the town was
adopted from Leinster Station, which is
very close, and has been a family con-
cern for some 60 or '70 years. I believe
the town has been appropriately named.

The town has a. different concept from
what we normally associate with gold-
mining areas. If members had been in
as many goidmining towns as I have, they
would know that usually they are situated
on a flat ironstone plain with no features
unless they are iron ore outcrops. How-
ever, in the case of Leinster the town is
situated in an area of soft rolling sand-
hills covered with quite a lot of growth.
It is called spinifex country, with plenty
of drainage. The townslte has been sur-
veyed, and it includes vantage points from
which one Is able to study the eventual
development. The town will not be de-
veloped by opening blocks, side by side:
it will be integrated into the landscape.
All the trees will be preserved because "the
environment of the area is fragile. Con-
siderable effort is being put into con-
structing the town to fit in with the sur-
roundings, and I congratulate the com-
pany for what it is doing there.

It will be recalled that many of the
early towns which used to house so many
workers associated with goldmining, when
the industry was more intensive, have dis-
appeared. Anybody who travels through
the outback area is able to see evidence
of many ghost towns. I could name most
of them because I have been associated
with the area for so many years. It is a

town,
great

and I wvill watch its progress with
anticipation.

Before I conclude my remarks I would
like to add some comments on the Pro-
gress of ti-I Laverton township. I am
aware that the Leader of the Opposition
was there recently, and I hope he was im-
pressed with what he saw. What was a
featureless town several Years ago has now
grown into a tremendously interesting
town. It has plenty of facilities, such as
a sports club and a grassed sports ground.

Mr Janmieson: It has a good dance
hall.

Mr COYNE: The new sports club pro-
vides an alternative to the hotel, which
has not grown with the times. The hotel
virtually is the same as it was 10 or 20
years ago. The sports club has certainly
brought the people together in a most
noticeable way. The members of the club
have recently completed the Construction
of a number of bowling greens--although
the surfaces are black.

Mr Jamieson: They would be bowling
blacks.

Mr COYNE: The membership of the golf
club in the town is growing very rapidly
and is fast outgrowing the facilities. The
houses in the townsite are a great credit
to the people who live in them. The people
take a pride in growing gardens and
shrubs, and that is encouraged by the
company. To me it is an exciting situa-
tion to observe, and it will progress even
further. I am sure other towns will de-
velop in a similar fashion.

I close on the note of supporting the
Budget, and I hope the Murchison-Eyre
area will progress further in the future.

MR T. J1. BURKE (Perth) [12.15 a.m.]:
I will take about two minutes to make my
speech.

Mr Davies: You can take 45 minutes If
you want to.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I feel I should make
a short contribution. in fact, I am
prompted mainly by the fact that I
thought the Premier might have taken
advantage of the changeover of the leader-
ship of the Opposition, a few months ago,
to call an election.

I congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your
leadership of this House. and the way you
control the debates. That is the prime
reason I am speaking tonight. I repeat
that compliment because I feel that during
the nine years I have been here your Per-
fornance, against great odds, has been
among the best performances of the
Speakers I have witnessed.

Mr Grayden: Hear, hear!
Mr T. J. BURKE: With deference, and

without any Intention to criticise you, Mr
Speaker, or any of your officers, your first
two Years as Speaker were relatively easy
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compared with the last year, which has
been much harder. All members under-
stand and know why It has been so much
harder.

It is generally recognised In this State
that we do not have a Government; we
have a dictatorship of one, and he has
made your job as hard for you as he has
made the jobs of others hard for them. He
has made it difficult for all the people of
this State to appreciate that we have a
democratic Government, and for that
reason we appreciate your efforts to main-
tain order.

Mr Grayden: He is a very benevolent
dictator.

Mr T. J. BURKE: He is benevolent to
the Minister for Labour and Industry. The
Treasurer felt it necessary to appoint the
member for South Perth as a Minister,
because If he had not done so the member
for South Perth would have caused him a
lot more trouble.

Mr Jamieson: That is the only reason
he was appointed.

Sir Charles Court: He is a very able
Minister.

Mr T. J. BURKE: That is the only rea-
son the member for South Perth was
appointed a Minister.

Mir Grayden: I have some thoughts
which I could say about the member who
is on his feet, but they are too harsh so
I will not say them. They might be unpar-
liamentary.

Mr T. .1. BURKE: The last couple of
weeks would have caused the Treasurer
considerable trouble.

Mr Grayden: I have often wondered
what is at the back of Burke. Now I know:
A big yellow expanse.

Mfr T. J. B3URKE: The point I wish to
make is that during the last couple of
weeks-in fact, during the last year-there
has been a need for this Parliament to
recognise that It is about time the Parlia-
ment of Western Australia-and probably
the Parlianments of all the States and
nations outside Britain-followed the tradi-
tion established in Westminster where the
Speaker, once appointed or elected, stays
In that position until he retires. The
example set at Westminster places the
Speaker in a much better position to be
able to make impartial decisions.

The Speaker of this Parliament has been
placed in an extremely invidious position
during the last year, and particularly
during the last couple of weeks. The pres-
sure which has been placed upon him,
from both sides of this Parliament, is such
that we should not have to tolerate it
under a democratic system of government.

I believe we should give serious consider-
ation to arriving at a decision to make a
statement that with the commencement of
the twenty-ninth, or thirtieth Parliament
the Speaker who is elected will remain in
that Position until he decides to retire.

From that time onwards, we would not
have the Problem of the Speaker being
subject to, or feeling in any way at all
subject to, political pressure.

I think it is important from the point
of view of the person concerned and
people who in the future might make
themselves available for the position of
Speaker, and also from the point of view
of the democratic process; and I hope
whichever party is returned to Govern-
ment at the next election will make it
obvious to the people and the Parliament
of Western Australia that it intends that
the Speaker from then onwards would not
be opposed.

I would also like to speak of the Legis-
lative Assembly itself. In my opinion the
hours we keep are ridiculous. To sit at
4.30 p.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday and
2.15 p.m. on Thursday is utterly ridiculous.
I would like the twenty-ninth Parliament,
whichever party is returned to Govern-
ment, to give serious consideration to re-
forming the hours we sit and taking a
more sensible attitude-

Mr Skidmore: Like a day shift, for
instance.

Mr T. J. BUtRKE: -towards the hours
of Parliament. From the point of view
of the opposition, there Is only one who
is involved in any other employment or
occupation, and the only reason he is in-
volved in this way is that he has inherited
the legal problems of the grandchildren
of the people he represented years ago.
There are very few members opposite
who have other occupations. In my
opinion there is no reason that we should
not sit normal hours on Tuesdays, Thurs-
days, or any other days.

Mr Thompson What about the Minis-
ters ?

Mr T. J. BURKE: I understand their
problem and the point of view expressed,
but let us face it-we do not sit normal
or reasonable hours today. I am prepared
to listen to any point of view on the sub-
ject. We should give serious consideration
to improving the hours we sit, from our
own point of view as human beings and
people with families, and as legislators,
and from the point of view of the
Ministers.

Mr Sibson: The country members would
not be able to go home.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I am concerned for
them, too. Anyone who has had reference
to representations I have made to the
salaries tribunal and other tribunals which
have authority in this area will know I
have concern for those who represent
outlying areas.

I think we should also take the oppor-
tunity afforded by the fact that there will
be four new members after the next elec-
tion to rip out all the seats in this place
and replace them with seats which are
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more comfortable and orthopaedically
correct. The seating in this Chamber
might look attractive, but those who sit
here for any length of time-I do not
waste my time sitting here listening to
stuff in which I have no concern or in-
terest-know that after 15 or 20 minutes
the seats become very uncomfortable.
They are not orthopaedically correct.

Mr Speaker, I request you, before you
leave your office, to bring in some experts
to have a6 look at the accommodation in
the Chambers of Parliament House to see
whether some improvements can be made.
The Sergeant-at-Arms, who was ap-
pointed only recently, has been provided
with a slide-out desk on which to write.
He has a lot of work to do, as we all
appreciate, but members have work to do
In the Chamber and I am sure there Is not
one member who would not appreciate a
slide-out desk. Most of us who are here
tonight will be returned next year; there
are only a few members opposite who will
not be here after the election,

There is one more conclusion I have
reached after nine years in this place.
and I am sure those who were elected at
the last election will agree with me. Three-
year terms of office make it extremely
difficult for members of Parliament to do
anything. One spends the first year trying
to learn what is going on; in the second
year one is trying to make some contribu-
tion; and the next year one spends pre-
paring for an election. I suggest the Gov-
ermnent which is returned next year give
consideration to legislating for a five-year
term of Parliament as from the thirtieth
Parliament. I think it is worth considering.

There is no politics in this. No-one
knows today whether the thirtieth Parlia-
ment will see a Liberal or a Labor Govern-
ment, or a coalition Government. I think
this suggestion is Worth considering simply
from the point of view of representation of
the people, to ensure that the Parliament
two or three Parliaments hence is one
which more sensibly represents the people
of Western Australia.

Mr Speaker, as you know, I was born
into a. political family. I can recall In my
early years in Canberra-and I do not
make this statement from any superior
or better knowledge than other members
may have-that the atmosphere in the
Parliament and out of it in the 1940s
and early 1950s was much more amicable
than it is today. When I came into this
Parliament in 1968 the atmosphere was
much more pleasant and amicable than it
is today. There were far fewer personal
attacks and much less vituperative -lan-
guage then. in my opinion there is no
need for personal attacks. I can well ap-
preciate the Minister for Transport, when
he is under attack in his present situation,
expressing concern for his wife. It should
Dot be necessary.

It comes from both sides; we aLl1 know
that. I have heard some very vicious com-
ments from the other side and I have
heard them from this side. At the same
time, we have a responsibility to reveal
the facts and, to ensure that Western A=s
tralia is properly and honestly governed.

I hope the twenty-ninth and thirtieth
Parliaments, and Parliaments thencefor-
ward, will make better and more honest
use of the English language. I hope we all
see our role and accept it responsibly be-
cause in my opinion questions of manipu-
lation of shares and financial dealings, and
the questions that have been raised in the
last few weeks, are probably unimportant
in the minds of Western Australians and
of far less importance, when we come to
consider the responsibility we have to
those who most need the assistance of
members of Parliament and Governments,
than the dealings of one of our members
and the abuse he in fact made of his pri-
vileged position when he represented-

Mr Grayden: Those accusations are not
of consequence because they are not
factual.

Mr T. J7. BURKE: -decisions made after
the Tresillian issue in attempting to pro-
vide for the mentally retarded and in-
curable children in this State.

Mr Orayden: You were talking about
shares a moment ago.

Mr Jamieson: You just can't keep up,
so go back to sleep.

Mr T. J7. BURKE: I have always main-
tained, and I will as long as I am a
member of Parliament, that the role of a
member of Parliament and of a Govern-
mnent should be primarily to promote the
interests of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and to look after the welfare of
those who most need the interest of mem-
bers of Parliament. The Issue all of us
In Western Australia should have been
most concerned about over the last three
years of this Government is the com-
pletely careless attitude of one member
for those constituents in his electorate who
most needed his concern and care, and I
speak of the children of Tresillian.

MR TAYLOR (Cockburn) [12.31 am.]:
I would like to raise several matters in
respect of my own electorate. it Is tradi-
tional in this particular debate that one
does that. Although other members are
interested in one's electorate, the one most
interested is oneself. I would like to place
on record the things which I believe need
attention In my electorate, and to which
the Government of the day should have
regard.

Some of the problems within the elec-
torate of Cockburn have already been dis-
cussed In Parliament and members will be
familiar with them. However, I hope that
the Ministers concerned will read my
comments in Hansard at some subsequent
time, and that some action will be taken.
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A large tract of land-now called the
Jandakot water supply area-has been
designated, by the tabling of a plan lIn this
Parliament, so that Its underground water
resources may be tapped for public pur-
poses. A very small number of people will
be affected by this designation; in fact,
the total number of people who occupy
properties in this area of a few square
miles would not total more than about
200. However, each one of them Is de-
pendent upon underground water.

The department concerned plans to tap
that resource, and it has admitted in at
least one of its reports that the water
table could be lowered by as much as
three feet-one metre. If this is so, It will
mean that a number of bores In the area
will not function and others will function
only partly. With the lowering of the
water table summer pastures which are
so important to a number of primary pro-
ducers will disappear and the contours of
the chain of lakes--the wetlands area
running through Cockburn-could well
change dramatically. The lakes are not
deep, and if the water table is lowered
by one metre, the shorelines must be af-
fected and the lakes could well become
little more than swamps. The present "wet-
land" areas, the marshes and swamps
would disappear.

If the water table Is reduced to this
extent, it will be almost an act of vandal-
ism, not only to the economic resources
of the people who live there, but more
particularly to the natural heritage of the
State. The breeding grounds of hosts -of
differing kinds of wildlife, both indigen-
ous and migratory, could be destroyed.

The department has been good enough
to indicate that it will keep the local auth-
ority informed about Its activities in the
Jandakot area. The Minister-I believe
after some prompting by the local auth-
ority, the Cockiburn Town Council-has
agreed to allow two members of that
council-Mr Denis De Young and Mr Gill
Challwell-as residents of Jandakot to take
their place on the committee which will
oversee the work in the area. That com-
mittee has no power, and my appeal to
the Minister in my address tonight is that
It be given some authority at least to draw
the attention of the department to any
problems that may develop through its
actions in drawing on underground water
supplies.

One must agree that the needs of the
majority of the people must take priority,
but the livelihood of the residents as well
as the natural beauty of the area must
also be watched most carefully. If I have
anything to request of the Minister in
regard to this matter it Is that we should
examine the possibility of providing com-
pensation to the residents in the area who
may lose their livelihood by the lowering
of the water table.

(143)

All Governunents endeavour to avoid as
far as possible the question of compensa-
tion on any matter; they are normally
reluctant to pay money for any actions
taken even when in the public interest.
However, I believe that in this instance
the department's action in pumping from
the Jandakot district will be the first in
a number of such actions to be taken In
areas ranging up and down the coastal
plain, The department will seek to draw
water supplies from a number of dif-
ferent areas in the public interest, but this
could have an adverse effect on the local
residents.

The department now takes water in
large quantities from the north of Perth
and from bores In the metropolitan area.
However, to date there has been only one
complaint from a person who thought his
water table had been affected. Even in
this case It was not certain whether the
alteration was because of normal seasonal
fluctuation in the water table rather than
the activities of the department.

It would appear that Jandakot will be
the first area to be affected on a large
scale, and it is most important to set a
standard at this stage. It is desirable that
the department should look very seriously
at the question of paying compensation
from the public purse. it will obtain this
water relatively cheaply, and certainly at
a much cheaper rate than it would obtain
water from the damming of some stream
in the foothills.

The second matter to which I would like
to refer is one which has been a problem
in other parts of the metropolitan area,
mainly to the north of Perth in the City
of Stirling and the Shire of Wanneroo but
which is now appearing in Spearwood.
Problems arise when groups of residents
who are intensely cultivating an area
desire to subdivide it for residential pur-
poses.

In most instances of subdivisions, a
developer buys a fairly large tract of open
space. He becomes the sole owner of that
tract of land and he is able to develop a
scheme over which he has sole control
and therefore he Is able to deal with the
local authorities and State Government
Instrumentalities in regard to the develop-
ment of that section. Eventually the
developer puts serviced lots onto the mar-
ket. However, in the Market garden section
to the north of the city, and now par-
ticularly in the Spearwod area, prob-
lems are being experienced where numbers
of market gardeners have combined
together in order to produce viable
schemes. These schemes have been im-
plemented in Bayswater and elsewhere
with varying degrees of success.

However, where persons depend for their
livelihood on a small area of land of maybe
five or 10 acres, it becomes quite difficult
to gather a sufficient number to reach a
consensus in order to open up the land
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for subdivision. In the Spearwood area a
scheme presently under way will require
something like two years before the lots
are on the market; and during that period
some persons will have to give up their
livelihood in working their land and wait
while sewerage, drainage, and water supply
services are connected, roads are put
through, and the area subdivided, before
the first return comes from the sale of
lots.

This means that two years' income Is
lost to those people before they obtain a
return; and it is just not possible for
some people to waft that long. This means
they have to hold on to their land or sell
part of the scheme, and this puts the whole
scheme in jeopardy.

As I mentioned, where major develop-
ments of 200 and 300 hectares at a time
are taken up, the scheme can proceed
amicably; but where a number of small
landowners are involved this is quite a,
problem.

I wonder whether the Government of
the day following the next election, who-
ever it may be, could attempt to provide
some rolling fund which could carry over
these people who have to forgo their live-
lihood for a period of at least six months
and, in the area ofT Spearwood, for up to
two years.

Mr Rushton: When were you last in
touch with the owners and the shire on
this issue? They were with me yesterday,
and they seemed to have found some
solution.

Mr TAYLOR: I have certainly not been
'in contact with them since yesterday. In
fact, my last recollection is an approach
to the Minister from a particular market
gardener whose property is the key-
stone or linchpin, because It must go
first before the sewerage and drainage can
go through, and all the other land must
be developed before he can get a return.
His home must go, and he cannot develop
his garden; and it may be one or two, years
before he receives a return.

Mr Rushton: The shire is giving con-
sideration to many issues relating to the
smooth running of this scheme, and there
was a considerable amount of agreement
between owners and the shire yesterday
in my presence.

Mr TAYLOR: I am more than happy
that the Minister is giving me an assur-
ance that those concerned with the scheme
are content. If they are content, I am
certainly content. It surprises me a little,
though, that the problem Is so easily over-
come.

Mr Rushton: They put forward a few
Points which they want the shire to con-
sider, and the shire is doing that.

Mr TAYLOR: I suggest to the Minister
this is a problem which is likely to re-
occur in those areas where a number of
small lots are brought together to develop

a scheme. I am not criticising the Min-
ister or the Government in this respect,
but I think there are times when such
schemes may require some assistance be-
cause of the large number of people
involved and the need tn carry over some
finance to allow these people to carry on
while the services are being installed. This
situation is quite different from the past
situation In which large tracts of land
have been opened up. I am reassured by
the Minister's comments, and if there are
still some problems I am sure we can get
together and that the Government will
consider them.

The third matter to which I wish to
refer concerns Jervoise Bay. There are
suggested plans for the Government to
utilise a further section of the coastline
at Jervolse Bay, which is south of Wood-
man Point, for the establishment of
further industry. I recall, as Minister for
Industrial Development, for a short period,
that suggestions were made then that a
breakwater be built in order to assist the
building of small vessels in the Henderson
area. It would seem plans are still in the
offing for the provision of a breakwater
there to allow shipbuilding to expand.

This would certainly provide employ-
ment; and if it would cover only the area
that is already occupied by industry,
maybe it would not be a bad thing. How-
ever, it would appear the Government has
some plans to extend the use of the shore-
line further south to cover one of the few
remaining pieces of shoreline which may
be used by private citizens; and not only
allow shipbuilding activities to be under-
taken, but also industries, which could well
be established away from the shoreline.
may be established on or close to the
shoreline.

I would appreciate a comment from the
Minister concerned as to whether It is
Proposed to transfer the State Engineering
Works from its present site on the Swan
River at Mosman Park. I sincerely hope
it will be transferred from that site: cer-
tainly that was the dream of a previous
Minister (the Ron. H. E. Graham). How-
ever, one wonders why it needs to be
transferred to the shoreline at Cockcburn
Sound. It would seem that this industry
could well be established away from the
coastline.

Certainly the industry is needed in
Cockburn or Kwlnana in order to provide
employment, but to establish such an en-
terprise on or close to the shoreline just
because the Government happens to con-
trol the land on the coastline seems to
me to be a retrograde step. One would
hope that some effort will be made to
ensure that the plans which I understand
are being prepared are not proceeded with,
and that industry-although it is needed
in the area-takes up no more of the
coastline south from Woodman Point.
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While on the matter of Woodman Point
I would like to make an observation con-
cerning the activities of the Cockburn
Cement company which has, under an
agreement entered into by the Tonkin
Governiment, the right to dredge In Cock-
burn Sound and bring the spoil ashore
at Woodman Point. There has been over
a number of months the deposition of a
dark mineral substance along the northern
shoreline of Woodman Paint: and the very
small area used by local residents for re-
creation at Coogee Beach seems to be
despoiled occasionally by effluent coming
not only from the two abattoirs to the
north, but also from the south as a result
of the dredging activities In Cockburn
Sound.

I understand a consulting engineer has
been appointed to examine the problem,
but I would hope the Government of the
day would also take some action at least
to bestir the company to ensure that its
activities do not make any more offensive
that small area of beach available for re-
creation purposes at Coogee.

I would like to refer more to Woodman
Paint and to what the Government may
do to make that area available to the
public, but having gone through that
exercise while in Government, and know-
ing the cost involved in making it avail-
able, one hesitates to request the Govern-
ment to move the explosives depot from
Woodman Point. But one day It will have
to happen. The development of the south-
ern residential corridor south from Fre-
mantle is being hemmed in away from the
coast-the nat~ural recreation area-by in-
dustry, and It seems something will have
to be done.

I would like to move now to discuss per-
haps the two major problems of the Shire
of Kwinana and its residents. First of
all, a major problem Is the fact that a
large part of the townsite of Kwlnana is
owned by the Government-by the State
Housing Commission, when one looks at
the statistics of land made available
through the Town Planning Department.
one finds that in the last year something
like 60 lots have been made available at
Kwlnana. These were made available
through the State Rousing Commission
under a new and commendable scheme
whereby land is made available to anyone
who is able to purchase it.

However, when One compares this with
Rockingham, with something like 260 lots,
or with Wanneroo, which I think had
600 or 700 lots, one appreciates the con-
cern of the Shire of Kwinana that its
population growth is being hampered by
the lack of available lots within the area.

Almost all the available land in the
townsite of Kwinana is owned by Gov-
ernment and, relative to its neighbours,
the area is moving at a slow pace. Nothing
is being done to encourage people to move
into the area, despite the activities of the

shire. Yet Rockingham develops at a mod-
est pace, Cockburn develops at a modest
pace, and the northern corridor develops
almost at an alarming pace. One would
think in a townsite owned almost com-
pletely by Government that one would see
some activity.

Mr Rushton: The southern corridor is
being set up, and next year you will see
a considerable increase in activity along
that corridor.

Mr TAYLOR: I understand there will
be an announcement made within the
next month or two. I assume the Minister
is referring to his determination in respect
of the Martin report. However, the Min-
ister and his colleagues on the front bench
must appreciate that the Kwinana town-
site is virtually owned by the State Housing
Commission.

Mr Rushton: And the Crown.

Mr TAYLOR: Perhaps so, but those lots
immediateiy available are owned by the
State Housing Commission. There Is no
room for any other developer in the area,
and there is no way the area can be pro-
moted, as it is in the Shire of Rockingham
or in the northern corridor, where private
developers have the opportunity to acquire
land.

Mr Rushton: As you mentioned, we did
take some steps a little while ago to allevi-
ate the problem.

Mr TAYLOR: Sixty lots came onto the
market and only one-third were sold.

Mr P. V. Jones: I think that is important
-the demand. We will make available
more lots if people wish to buy them.

Mr TAYLOR: My television tells me that
land at Rockingham is sold by virtue of
publicity relating to its proximity to Cock-
burn Sound. It is promoted as a go-ahead
plate. To use the jargon of the Govern-
ment, it is private enterprise know-how
which is pushing along its development. I
think the phrase should ring well in the
ears of the Government. That is how
Rockingham and the areas in the northern
corridor are being promoted.

What I and the Shire of Ewinana are
looking for from the Government is a
similar type of promotion for land in the
Ewinana area. They are only too Pleased
to announce their lots are the cheapest
fully serviced lots in the metropolitan area.
'But they are not being promoted. I know
I must appear to be running against the
grain of my philosophy when I expect the
Government to take some initiative to pro-
mote its own land sales in its own interests
and in the Interests of the shire.

Mr O'Neii: There are a lot of houses
for sale in Kwlnana new town, are there
not?
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Mr TAYLOR: My understanding is that
some 400 people are presently on the list,
waiting for State Housing Commission
homes.

Mr O'Neil: For Kwinsna?

Mr TAYLOR: Yes, the shire area. The
point I was going to make Is that not one
house Is scheduled in this Budget to be
constructed in that area to alleviate the
shortage.

Mr O'Neil: I have driven around Kwl-
nana new town and there are a colossal
number of house for -sale.

Mir TAYLOR: I would disagree with the
word "colossal" but I will have the op-
portunity during the Committee stage to
say more on the subject.

Mr O'Neil: I have several relatives who
live there.

Mr TAYLOR: I am tempted to ask the
Minister how they vote.

Mr O'Neil: I will tell ynu: There is no
doubt about it.

Mr TAYLOR: I repeat that Kwinana is
not developing as it should, largely be-
cause the area is not being promoted.
Any Government has a substantial invest-
ment in Ewinana in terms of public
services.

As the Deputy Premier would know,
the area is oversupplied with respect to
water mains. A million dollars is to be
spent on sewerage works, the only amount
provided for in this Budget to be spent
In the Swinana area and this will increase
the potential number of services from
about 7 000 to about 20 000 dwellings.
I am Intrigued as to which dwellings are
referred to: perhaps it anticipates the
construction of a jumbo steelworks in the
area. That investment surely needs to be
recouped by the Government. The State
Housing Comission has a very large area
of land available and, certainly the head-
works are there if not the services in de-
tail. It would seem for every reason one
could imagine the area should be pro-
moted.

Mr O'Neil: You would know that the
State Government endeavoured to assist
development at Kwinana by housing ser-
vice personnel at Swinana, In association
with the Stirling support facility. How-
ever, the Commonwealth Government de-
cided it should go elsewhere.

Mr TAYLOR: I understand the com-
ments of the Deputy Premier; I think the
agreement was that only half the service
personnel would reside in each area. How-
ever, the minister must agree it would not
have made a great deal of difference to
Kwinana.

Now that I have the attention of the
front bench, I wish to make the following
observation: A recent survey indicated
that of those employed along the Ewinana

strip-that is, the four or five major
industries in Kwlnana-only 3,1.5 per cent
actually resided in Ewinana.

Mr O'Neil: And the others who live in
Kwlnana work in Fremantle and else-
where.

Mr TAYLOR: That is a counter-argu-
ment, I would prefer to put it another way:
There are more people employed at
Swinana who reside at Rockingham than
there are people employed at Kwlnana
who live in Kwlnana itself.

Mr O'Neil: You could look at Mandurah
and Pinjarra and say the same thing.

Mr TAYLOR: I suggest to the Minister
it Isa due at least partly to the promotion
of the Rockingham area as being a desir-
able place in which to live. It is the ex-
penditure of money on advertisements and
in other ways to show it is a desirable
place which has taken residents from
Kwinana to purchase land and homes In
the Rockingham area.

Mr O'Neil: It seems to me that the
thing to do Is to give Kwinana to the
private developers to promote. The shire
still has the idea that it can do better
than the Government. If what Is happen-
ing at Rockingham is so successful be-
cause it is being handled by private
developers, perhaps we should follow the
same course at lXwinana.

Mr TAYLOR: I am glad the Minister's
interjection is recorded in Mansard, because
I agree with him completely. I put it to him
as a representative of the Government and
of the front bench that the Kwlnana Shire
and the parliamentary representative of
the area would accept such an Idea:
namely, that areas should be made avail-
able to Private enterprise to promote. If
that would bring people to the area, then
we would approve. But the idea of the
Government holding all of that land and
opening up a few lots as happened early
this year, advertising them only in a very
small way, seems to be a very negative
approach.

I accept the proposition-if It was a
proposition-that the land should be made
available to other people if they are pre-
pared to promote it. It does seem to me
quite absurd that the Government, having
established a community and Invested so
much in capital funds and owning such a
large area of land should now sit back and
aillow the residents of Kwlnana to be
drawn away from the area into another
district, while its own capital investment
Is not being serviced. I1 believe the point
bas been taken and accepted, and we hope
that from here on there will be some
action in this regard.

Following on from this Point, one needs
to look at those other people who work at
Ewiriana. but live elsewhere. It has been
suggested in at least one Government
report that the reason for this is that
there is very little or no work for women
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and Young people In Swinana. This means
men are more content to travel something
like 10 to 15 miles each way, every day to
and from their places of employment
because they reside in an area where their
families can obtain alternative employment.
Whist they may reside in the Swinana
area, their families may have to travel a
considerable distance not only for post-
secondary education but also to obtain
any range of employment opportunities.

Mr O'Nel.: There has been a small tex-
tile secondary development.

Mr TAYLOR: At Rockingham, very
small indeed: something like 10 or 12
women.

Mr O'Neil: It is very difficult, as you
know.

Mr TAYLOR: Very difticult indeed, yet
I should like to come back to the point I
made a moment ago. I read in the news-
paper within the last couple of days that
the Shire of Wannerco is very pleased
with the response it had to the develop-
ment of a light industrial Centre It had
established. As I recall It, at the official
opening the President of the Shire of
Wanneroo evidenced great satisfaction in
that something like 40 of the 70 lots which
were made available a short time ago had
already been taken up by service indus-
tries. There would he barely that number
In Kwinana and Rockingham combined.

I can well understand the attraction of
the northern corridor-I made some Com-
ments on it in respect of the Jcondalup
Centre Bill which passed through Parlia-
ment recently-hut the fact that an area
Is emotionally desirable does not nec-
essarily mean that it is economically
desirable. I suggest to this House and to
anyone else who may be interested that
Kwinana Is exactly the same distance
from the Perth GPO as Wanneroo- 25
miles.

Mr Rushton: Can I give You a remedy
for the problem?

Mr TAYLOR: I am happy to listen to a
remedy, but the Minister should not give
It to me but implement it himself.

Mr Rushton: I am suggesting to you
that when we came to office the south-west
corridor was static and that the zoning
was inadequate, certainly as a residential
area. You will find that In a little while
about five heads of development will take
place and it will start to move again as
it should do.

Mr TAYLOR: Five heads of?
Mr Rushton: Development.

Mr TAYLOR: Five agreements?
Mr Rushton: In different areas. in the

Cockburn area particularly Rockingham
Is going along very nicely but Cockburn
and the area to which you are very close
have been static, and this is what we have
built up.

Mr O'Neil: In five years' time you will
be worried about the speed of development
in that corridor.

Mr TAYLOR: I shall be more than
happy. The point I make is that Kwinana
is a creation of government, and both
parties at various times have claimed
credit for its establishment. It is known
that the great bulk of land, whether in-
dustrial or residential, is owned by Gov'-
errnent. As the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment and Town Planning has agreed,
It has been static. I can repeat again only
that there seems to be some desire on the
Part of people whether In residence or for
business purposes, to establish elsewhere.
Yet land is cheap there and a very compe-
tent work force is available.

Certainly within the Kwinana Shire a
light industrial area has been established
since 1968 and has barely moved since
then. Large industries are attracted there
but the area seems to have a name for
being one for extractive industries only.
Yet its distance from Perth is exactly the
same as the distance from Perth to Wan-
neroo where one reads in the newspaper
of 40 lots being taken up In a matter of
presumably a month or two. Recently I
asked in Parliament about 40 lots In the
Kwlnana area and they have not moved
at all.

It would seem that It is the dead hand
of Government. I do not necessarily imply
that It is the dead hand of the executive
branch of Government but I wonder
whether it is the dead hand of the depart-
ments which administer. Certainly part of
the responsibility must be on my own
party's Government. because -we were in-
volved also for three years. It seems crazy
to me that Governents have spoken so
much about this area for about 20 years
and yet nothing has happened apart from
the establishment of very large enter-
prises.

Mr Rushton: I would agree with you
that it was crazy that it was let go as
soon as It was. That Is why we have had
to put a lot of thought Into that area and
it is moving along.

Mr TAYLOR: I am very glad I rose
to my feet; I air being enlightened no
end. it would seem that the future of
Kwlnana Is bright.

Mr O'Neil: Extremely bright.
Mr TAYLOR: I appreciate this point. I

am sure in my own mind that It will be
the second largest Centre outside the Perth
Centre, The northern corridor will be larger
unfortunately but Kwinania-Rockingham
will be larger than Fremantle. It will be
the port of Western Australia. W~hat we
are looking for very quickly Is a range of
opportunities for young people and for
women. it Is not enough to have four
major extractive industries. It needs a
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special effort by Government, whoever
that Government may be, to change the
situation.

Mr Rushton: You have seen the moves
at Rockingham with textiles. This Is a
very goad move by this Government.

Mr TAYLOR: The move on textiles has
Improved the employment situation by
eight or 10 women but when one considers
that there are 600 men and 300 women
out of work in the Rockingham-Man-
durah-Kwinana area, there is a need for
many more such facilities to be provided
as soon as possible.

The move for the technical school Is
really appreciated. It will make a major
contribution to employment in the area.
Some skilled trades are still needed and
the training of the young people Is going
to assist.

I have only one other matter to raise;
that is, the establishment of another com-
mittee to look at the potential of Cock-
burn Sound. On it is a representative of
industry In that area-a representative of.
I think, the Chamber of Manufactures--
and the other four or five are civil serv-
ants from the Department of Industrial
Development and the Fremnantle Port
Authority. It will be chaired by Dr Brian
O'Brien, the Environmental Protection
Authority Director, but he is the only non-
developmental personnel on the committee.
That gives me some concern.

I am prepared to repeat, If the Min-
ister wants to nod his head, that there
is no representative of the local authority
on the committee. All the members are
heads of departments Involved In the de-
velopment of the sound.

Mr P. V. Jones: I will not prolong the
matter but you are not fight. If you want
me to tell you I will do so at some other
time.

Mr TAYLOR: It will take about two
seconds to advise me which member is
not a member of a developmental depart-
ment.

Mr P. V. Jones: You said that no mem-
bers from local authorities were Involved.

Mr TAYLOR: Yes.
Mr P. V. Jones: I have spoken with

them all personally and a visit is being
made next week to all the local author-
ities to recruit their knowledge.

Mr TAYLOR: I am happy If the Min-
ister wants to leave it at that-he Is going
to recruit their knowledge. My statement
still stands--on that committee, as an-
nlounced, there Is not a representative of
the local authority.

Mr P. V, Jones: We have not put the
committee together yet;, only three people
so far.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr TAYLOR: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
It has been a happy debate. in sumnma-
tion, it would seem we could now have
private developers having control of land
presently owned or controlled by Govern-
ment departments.

Mr O'Neil: That is an assumption.
Mr TAYLOR: I used the word "could".

We may have developers who may promote
actively the sale of extra blocks In the
area. The Government is obviously aware
of the South-west corridor. Within three
to five years we will see a dramatic change.
It has also been Implied that there will
be new moves to attract Industry Into the
area and It would seem local authorities
are to get representation on the latest
committee established to look at Cockburn
Sound.

The only point that has not been
covered is my claim that a further section
of the coastline at Henderson is to be
taken over by industry and that it may
be preferable for the State Engineering
Works to be established away from the
coast.

If I could have that reassurance then my
speech even at this late hour would have
been worth while. I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Clarko.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Premier) 11.10 n~rm.): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 2.15 p.m. Tuesday, the 23rd Nov-
ember.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 1.11 a.m. (Friday).

iurgteltti (lhmnrt
Tuesday, the 23rd November, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F,
Griffith) took the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and
read prayers.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 18th Novem-

be r.
THlE HON. D. W. COOLEY (North-East

Metropolitan) 1:2.22 p.m.): I think the Op-
position indicated at the last sitting of the
House that it was opposed to this Bill. I do
not think my party opposed it so much be-
cause of the eff ect it will have, but because
of the intent of the measure. Its intention
is to Interfere with the affairs of the trade
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